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Landmark  Ruling  in  California 


By  Dan  Daniel 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  —  “In 
my  book,  this  is  the  most  import¬ 
ant  gay  civil  rights  case  to  date,” 
said  Don  Knutson,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  Gay  Rights  Advocates,  a 
public-interest  law  center. 

Knutson  was  referring  to  the 
May  31  decision  by  the  California 
Supreme  Court  which  stated  that 
public  utilities  cannot  discriminate 
against  gay  people  in  employ¬ 
ment.  The  decision  was  hand^ 
down  in  a  suit  filed  by  four 
persons  who  had  been  fired  by  or 
refused  employment  with  the 
Pacific  Telephone  Company.  The 
Supreme  Court  accepted  the  case 
for  review  on  May  4,  1977. 

The  court  indicated  that  the 
plaintiffs  may  now  pursue  their 
claims  against  Pacific  Telephone 
in  a  lower  court,  thus  reinstating 
the  complaint  earlier  dismissed  in 
San  Francisco  Superior  Court. 

In  announcing  its  decision, 
however,  the  court  also  noted  that 
it  had  refused  the  plaintiffs’ 
request  for  a  revision  of  the  state’s 
Fair  Employment  Practices  Act. 
That  revision  sought  to  have  the 
act’s  provisions  against  employ¬ 
ment  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  sex  broadened  to  include  sexual 
orientation.  In  refusing  that  re¬ 


quest,  however,  the  court  ruled 
that  Pacific  Telephone,  as  a  public 
utility,  is  subject,  like  the  agencies 
of  the  state  of  California,  to  the 
equal  protection  clause  of  the 
state  Constitution,  which  says, 
“A  person  may  not  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property  without 
due  process  of  law  or  denied  equal 
protection  of  the  laws.” 

Knutson  explained  that  Califor¬ 
nia  law  prohibits  employers  from 
“interfering  in  the  political  activi¬ 
ties  of  their  employees,”  and  that 
the  Supreme  Court,  by  its  ruling, 
expressed  its  opinion  that  a  gay 
person’s  act  of  coming  out  is  a 
political  act,  and  therefore  not 
legal  grounds  for  employment  dis¬ 
crimination.  “Effectively,”  said 
Knutson,  “this  makes  unlawful  all 
employment  discrimination,  whe¬ 
ther  public  or  private.” 

Writing  for  the  majority  in  the 
4-3  decision.  Justice  Mathew  To- 
briner  said,  “The  California  equal 
protection  guarantee  [is]  violated 
when  a  privately  owned  public 
utility,  which  enjoys  a  state-pro¬ 
tected  monopoly  or  quasi-monop¬ 
oly,  utilizes  its  authority  arbitrar¬ 
ily  to  exclude  a  class  of  individuals 
from  employment  opportunities.”, 

A  spokesperson  for  Pacific 
Telephone  was  quoted  in  the  San 


Francisco  Examiner  as  saying, 
“Our  policy  says  we  do  not  dis¬ 
criminate  against  homosexuals, 
and  we  don’t.”  Knutson,  how¬ 
ever,  told  GCN  that  the  company 
does  not  hire  “manifest  homo¬ 
sexuals,”  and  the  San  Francisco 
Human  Relations  Commission 
has  said  that  Pacific  Telephone 
does,  in  fact,  discriminate  against 
gay  persons. 

In  a  dissenting  opinion,  state 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Frank 
Richardson  said,  “The  appropri¬ 
ate  battleground  for  resolution  of 
this  issue  is  Sacramento.  By  virtue 
of  today’s  decision,  the  majority 
has  elected  to  impose  what  the 
Legislature  specifically  and  very 
recently  refused  to  impose.” 

The  next  step,  according  to 
Knutson,  is  “to  try  to  get  [this 
ruling]  extended  across  the  coun¬ 
try.  We  need  to  take  this  decision 
and  apply  it  elsewhere.”  What 
this  decision  means,  he  said,  is 
that  “employment  discrimination 
here  is  finished,  at  least  from  the 
St  ndpointof  the  law.”  Because  of 
the  court’s  ruling,  gay  persons 
fired  from  jobs  because  of  their 
sexual  orientation  can  now  go  di¬ 
rectly  to  court  and  sue  their  em¬ 
ployers  rather  than  go  through  the 
Continued  on  Page  9 


Gay  Tide  Loses  Court  Battle 


^  By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

VANCOUVER,  BC  —  The 
Gay  Tide  {GT),  a  gay  liberation 
journal,  recently  completed  a 
lengthy  legal  battle  against  a  local 
community  newspaper.  The  Sun. 
The  Gay  Tide  filed  a  suit  against 
The  Sun  for  alleged  human  rights 
violations.  The  legal  battle  which 
followed  culminated  in  a  Cana¬ 
dian  Supreme  Court  decision  ad¬ 
verse  to  The  Gay  Tide. 

GT  attempt^  to  take  out  an 
advertisement  in  1974  in  The 
Sun’s  classifieds  section.  The  ad 
consisted  of  a  short  announce¬ 
ment  explaining  what  GT  was  and 
where  it  could  be  purchased.  The 
Sun  refused  to  carry  the  ad,  stat¬ 
ing  that  it  was  in  contradiction 
with  its  editorial  policy  concerning 
classifieds.  Maurice  Flood  of  GT 
brought  the  matter  before  the 
Vancouver  Board  of  Enquiry,  a 
five-member  board  appointed  by 
the  Labor  Minister.  The  purpose 
of  the  board  is  to  hear  cases 
involving  alleged  violations  of  the 
1972  Human  Rights  Code  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Columbia.  Although  this  code 
does  not  specifically  list  “sexual 
orientation”  under  its  non-dis¬ 
crimination  protections,  it  does 
state  that  an  individual  or  group 
cannot  be  discriminated  against 
without  “reasonable cause.” 

Arguing  the  case  before  the 
Board  of  Enquiry  was  CFs  at¬ 
torney,  David  Mossop.  GT  was 
short  of  funds  and  their  attorney 
was  assigned  to  the  case  by  the 
Human  Rights  Counsel  of  the 
government.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  case,  it  seemed  clear  to 
Maurice  Flo^  that  he  would  have 
problems  with  his  lawyer.  The  day 
before  the  hearing,  Mossop  told 
Flood  that  he  did  not  agree  with 
gay  rights  issues,  but  he  would 
represent  GT  as  best  he  could. 
Mossop  demanded  that  when 
Flood  took  the  witness  stand,  he 
make  a  statement  against  child 
molestation  by  gay  people.  Out¬ 
raged  by  the  demand.  Flood 
refused  to  do  this,  stating  that  it 
was  irrelevant  to  the  case  and  that 
it  implied  that  all  gay  people 
molest  children. 

The  case  was  heard  before  the 
Board  of  Enquiry  in  1975.  It  was 


The  Sun’s  contention  that  the  ad¬ 
vertisement  submitted  by  the  gay 
paper  was  too  controversial,  no¬ 
torious,  offensive  to  public 
decency  and  not  a  proper  adver¬ 
tisement  for  a  family  newspaper. 
It  was  also  their  contention  that  if 
the  advertisement  were  allowed  to 
run,  people  would  cancel  their 
subscriptions  and  a  sizeable  reduc¬ 
tion  of  revenues  would  result.  The 
Gay  Tide  argued  on  the  premise 
that  their  human  rights  were  being 
violated  without  “reasonable 
cause.” 

The  Board  issued  a  43-page 
ruling  in  1976  in  favor  of  The  Gay 
Tide.  Quoting  results  from  the 
Kinsey  survey,  the  Board  con¬ 
cluded  that  neither  the  ad  nor 
homosexuality  in  general  was 
outside  the  protection  of  the  law 
and  informed  The  Sun  that  it  must 
allow  the  ad  to  appear  in  its  classi¬ 
fieds  section. 

In  June,  1976,  The  Sun  appeal¬ 
ed  the  ruling  to  the  Provincial 
Supreme  Court,  which  rejected 
the  appeal  two  months  later, 
siding  with  the  Board  of  Enquiry’s 
decision.  The  Sun  had  another 
appeal  option  left  open,  and  they 
took  it,  appealing  the  case  to  the 
British  Columbia  Court  of 
Appeals  in  June,  1977.  This  court, 
composed  of  a  three-judge 
tribunal,  agreed  to  hear  the  case. 

Attorney  Diane  Davidson 
agreed  to  represent  The  Gay  Pride 
in  the  Court  of  Appeals  without 
charge.  As  the  case  progressed,  it 
became  clear  to  Flood  that  there 
was  once  again  a  conflict  between 
him  and  his  lawyer.  Flood  said, 
“Our  lawyer  would  not  tell  us 
when  our  case  was  to  be  heard  in 
court  for  fear  that  we  would  or¬ 
ganize  a  gay  protest  outside  the 
court  in  support  of  our  case.  The 
way  1  heard  about  the  court  date 
was  over  the  radio.” 

At  the  same  time  that  the  trial 
was  taking  place,  other  events 
were  occurring  in  Vancouver. 
Police  were  arresting  gay  men  on 
local  beaches  for  cruising.  This 
story  was  brought  into  court  by 
the  lawyer  for  The  Sun  as  a  means 
of  discrediting  gay  people.  Even 
though  beach  cruising  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  case, 
Davidson  made  a  statement  in 


court  agreeing  with  the  lawyer  for 
The  Sun  in  his  contention  that 
public  cruising  is  “pathological 
behavior.” 

Matters  were  further  compli¬ 
cated  when  the  judge  in  the  case 
attacked  homosexuality.  Flood 
said,  “The  judge  stated  that  he 
felt  we  should  not  be  allowed  to 
teach  children.  He  also  felt  that 
we  were  a  threat  to  the  family  and 
to  the  entire  social  fabric.” 

The  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  in 
favor  of  The  Sun’s  editorial  and 
censoriship  policy  by  issuing  the 
following  statement:  “An  honest 
bias  which  is  honestly  entertained 
or  held  is  not  unreasonable.” 

Under  Canadian  statutes.  The 
Gay  Tide  could  appeal  this 
decision  to  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Ottawa.  Two  possible  routes  were 
available  to  have  a  case  heard. 
After  the  Court  of  Appeals  re¬ 
fused  to  petition  the  case  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  second  option 
of  direct  petition  was  pursued  and 
was  successful.  The  Supreme 
Court  agreed  to  hear  the  case  in 
December,  1977. 

Flood  hired  his  third  lawyer  and 
went  to  Ottawa  to  argue  the  case. 
The  Sun’s  argument  of  loss  of 
revenue  was  the  same  as  in  pre¬ 
ceding  trials,  but  i  n  this  trial  they 
tried  to  show  that  a  precedent  for 
refusing  to  run  a  gay  ad  did  exist. 
In  1972,  The  Toron/o  Star  refused 
to  run  an  ad  for  The  Body  Politic, 
a  Canadian  journal  of  gay  libera¬ 
tion,  and  refused  also  to  run  an  ad 
for  The  Glad  Day  Book  Store,  a 
gay  establishment  in  Toronto.  Al¬ 
though  The  Toronto  Star  lost  the 
case,  they  were  not  forced  to  run 
the  ads.  The  only  thing  they  were 
responsible  for  was  to  print  the 
decision  of  the  trial  in  their  news¬ 
paper. 

The  decision  of  the  nine-mem¬ 
ber  Supreme  Court  was  handed 
down  on  May  22,  1979,  which 
was,  coincidentally,  the  day  of  the 
Canadian  federal  elections  and 
one  day  after  the  Dan  White 
verdict  in  San  Francisco.  The 
decision  was  six  to  three  in  favor 
of  The  Sun. 

Flood  paraphrased  the  majority 
opinion  of  the  court.  “The  court 
agreed  with  The  Sun’s  contention 
Continued  on  Page  9 


Ouilbert  with  his  date,  Kd  Miskevich  (I),  and  Charles  Noice  (r)uf  the 
Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force 


Guilbert  Attends  Prom 


BOSTON,  MA  —  Paul  Guil¬ 
bert  got  to  go  to  the  prom  with  Ed 
Miskevich  —  finally.  The  17-year 
old  Cumberland  (RI)  High  School 
Junior  made  national  news  last 
months  when  he  sought,  but  was 
denied,  permission  to  attend  his 
class  prom  with  22-year  old  Ed 
Miskevich,  a  senior  at  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity.  Although  he  was  willing 
to  challenge  the  school  admini¬ 
stration’s  decision  in  federal 
court,  he  decided  —  after  consul¬ 
tation  with  people  from  the  Rhode 
Island  office  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  and  the 
Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force  — 
to  wait  until  next  year  when  he 
reaches  age  18.  Not  being  a  minor, 
his  father’s  objections  would 


matter  less  then. 

Gary  Dotterman,  owner  and 
manager  of  The  Bar  in  Boston, 
felt  that  Paul  was  entitled  to 
attend  a  prom  and  decided  to 
hold  one  that  other  young  gays 
could  attend.  With  the  raising  of 
the  drinking  age  in  Massachusetts 
to  20,  the  only  way  Dotterman 
could  do  this  was  to  remove  all 
liquor  from  the  area  —  so  he  did. 
The  event  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening.  May  31,  as  a  benefit  for 
the  Committee  for  Gay  Youth. 
Many  young  gays  attended  the  $S 
per  couple  event,  as  did  a  number 
of  not-so-young  gays  who  never 
went  to  their  own  high  school 
proms. 

Certinued  on  Page  6 


Bradley  Signs  Bill 


LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  Mayor 
Tom  Bradley  affixed  his  signature 
to  a  gay  rights  ordinance  here  on 
June  1.  The  measure,  introduced 
in  City  Council  by  Council  Presi¬ 
dent  Pro  Tern  Joel  Wachs  and 
Councilperson  Peggy  Stevenson, 
provides  civil  damages  of  $200  to 
$400,  but  no  criminal  penalties, 
for  a  variety  of  discriminatory 
practices. 

Modeled  on  existing  laws  in  San 
Francisco  and  Berkeley,  the  new 
ordinance  bans  discrimination 
based  on  sex  and  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  in  the  areas  of  employment, 
housing,  and  business,  excepting 
only  bona  fide  religious  institu¬ 
tions  and  jobs  with  bona  fide  oc¬ 
cupational  qualifications. 
Assistant  City  Attorney  Don  B. 
Rice  cited  as  examples  a  Catholic 
or  Protestant  church  or  a  Jewish 


synagogue  with  an  Internal 
Revenue  Service  tax  exemption, 
stating  that  such  organizations 
would  be  exempt  from  compliance 
with  the  law.  As  an  example  of  a 
bona  fide  occupational  qualifica¬ 
tion,  Rice  cited  the  instance  of  a 
French  cook  working  in  a  French 
restaurant. 

The  ordinance  gained  its  first 
approval  on  May  23,  when  the 
City  Council  voted  11-1  to  adopt 
the  measure.  The  lone  dissenter 
was  Councilperson  John  S 
Gibson,  Jr.,  whose  negative  vote 
caused  the  bill  to  be  held  over  for 
a  second  hearing  one  week  later. 
Under  the  law  in  Los  Angeles,  a 
vote  must  be  unanimous  in  order 
for  a  measure  to  be  passed  on  the 
first  reading.  There  was  no  debate 
at  the  first  reading. 

Continued  on  Page  6 


No  Prosecution  in  Attack 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
Corporation  Counsel  (city  attor¬ 
ney)  for  the  nation’s  capital  has 
decided  not  to  prosecute  a  16-year 
old  suburban  Maryland  youth 
arrested  for  allegedly  attacking 
gay  demonstrators  at  the  May  6 
anti-nuclear  protest  in  Washing¬ 
ton  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  42). 

Jeff  Alprin,  chief  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  Counsel’s  juvenile  sec¬ 
tion,  told  the  Blade,  “This  case 
could  very  well  have  been  prose¬ 
cuted.  I’m  going  to  make  an  in¬ 
vestigation  in  to  what  the  lawyer 
was  thinking  when  he  made  the 
decision  (not  to  prosecute).”  The 
results  of  Alprin’s  investigation, 
however,  will  likely  not  be  made 
public. 

The  decision  not  to  prosecute 
the  youth  was  made  on  May  7, 
one  day  after  the  alleged  attack, 
apparently  without  consultation 


with  the  complainant  or  with  the 
gay  demonstrators  who  were  at¬ 
tacked.  A  formal  complaint  had 
been  filed  with  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Department,  who  could 
have  stopped  the  proceedings  but 
passed  the  matter  on  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration  Counsel  because  they  felt 
it  warranted  court  action. 

Alprin  told  the  Blade  that  his 
office  is  under-staffed,  and  as  a 
result,  27%  of  the  cases  referred 
for  prosecution  last  year  had  to  be 
dropped.  Misdemeanor  incidents, 
such  as  “teenage  fist-fights,” 
have  a  low  priority.  He  said,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  decision  not  to  pro¬ 
secute  in  this  case  “was  one  you 
can  argue  about.  I’m  not  satisfied 
with  what  I  see  in  this  file.  We 
could  have  gone  forward  on  this 
case.  I  think  1  want  to  know 
more  about  this  one  myself.” 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“American  homosexuals  tend  to  think  of  them¬ 
selves  as  totally  different  from  heterosexuals,  and  to 
segregate  themselves  drastically  ...  I  believe  gays 
shouldn’t  imitate  the  mistakes  of  heterosexual  people, 
who  are  so  frightened  by  their  latent  homosexuality  and 
have  to  think  of  themselves  as  totally  different  from 
gays.  Segregation  is  wrong.  Ghettos  are  wrong.  Of 
course,  I  realize  that  a  minority  has  to  get  together  in 
order  to  demand  respect  with  a  certain  strength,  but  the 
basic  issue  of  a  sexual  community,  neither  hetero  nor 
homo  —  no  matter  how  ideal  and  remote  it  may  sound 
—  shouldn’t  be  forgotten.’’ 

—  Argentine  writer  Manuel  Puig 
in  an  interview  with  Ronald 
Christ  published  in  Christopher 
Street  magazine,  April  1979. 


teachers  pass  resolution 

AMHERST,  MA  —  The  Annual  Meeting  of  Dele¬ 
gates  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Association  (MTA) 
has  adopted  a  resolution  against  discrimination  based, 
in  part,  on  sexual  orientation. 

The  issue  was  first  raised  by  Bruce  Bell, 
representing  the  MTA  Gay  Rights  Caucus.  The  MTA 
Resolutions  Committee  did  not  adopt  the  resolution 
proposed  by  the  Caucus,  however,  but  did  formulate  its 
own  resolution  based,  in  part,  on  an  existing  MTA 
resolution  and  existing  National  Education  Association 
resolutions. 

The  adopted  resolution  read,  “The  Massachusetts 
Teachers  Association  believes  that  discrimination 
because  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  religious  beliefs, 
residence,  physical  disability,  political  activities, 
professional  association,  age,  marital  status,  family 
relationships,  sex,  or  sexual  orientation  should  be 
eliminated.  The  MTA  supports  the  development  and 
implementation  of  programs  to  eliminate  such  dis¬ 
crimination  in  public  education  at  all  levels.” 


bar  offers  gay  theater 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  Spike  Bar  is  currently  pre¬ 
senting  four  plays  by  gay  authors  on  Thursday  through 
Sunday  nights. 

The  plays  are  Doric  Wilson’s  A  Perfect  Relationship 
(Thursdays),  Robert  Patrick’s  The  Haunted  Host 
(Fridays),  The  West  Street  Gang  by  Doric  Wilson  (Satur¬ 
days),  and  Richard  Hall’s  Prisoner  of  Love  (Sundays). 

The  plays,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Glines  Theatre 
and  directed  by  Michael  O’Brien,  are  performed  at  9  p.m. 
through  July  1.  On  July  5,  Robert  Patrick’s  T-Shirts  will 
open,  and  will  run  for  six  nights,  with  performances 
twice  nightly. 

The  Spike  Bar  is  located  at  120  11th  Avenue,  near 
20th  Street.  For  additional  information,  call  (212) 
869-3530. 


atlanta  holds  lavender  anniversary 

ATLANTA,  GA  —  Atlanta’s  Gay  Pride  Parade, 
scheduled  for  Sunday,  June  24,  will  originate  from  the 
Civic  Center.  People  will  begin  to  assemble  at  1  p.m., 
and  the  parade  begins  at  2  p.m.  Bars  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  are  planning  floats  and  decorated  cars  for  the 
parade,  and  other  organizations  are  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate. 

The  parade  will  end  at  Piedmont  Park  around  4  p.m., 
at  which  time  the  Lavender  Anniversary  Celebration 
begins.  The  celebration  will  feature  arts  and  crafts, 
including  a  community  art  project  to  be  created  by 
everyone  there,  movies,  entertainment,  a  picnic, 
organization  booths,  games,  and  more.  Entertainers 
tentatively  scheduled  include  Bob  Pepper,  Carol  Etzler 
and  HerChorus.  Persons  interested  in  performing  are 
asked  to  contact  Eva  or  Margo  at  (404)  873-4512. 


kameny  to  visit  Syracuse 

SYRACUSE,  NY  —  The  Syracuse  gay  community 
will  celebrate  “10  Years  of  Gay  Liberation”  with  a  rally 
on  Saturday,  June  16,  at  the  Federal  Building,  100  South 
Clinton  Street.  The  starting  time  is  3  p.m.,  and  the  rally 
is  expected  to  last  until  5:30. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Franklin  E.  Kameny 
of  Washington,  DC,  a  DC  Human  Rights  Commissioner, 
member  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  and  Gay  Rights 
National  Lobby,  and  founder  of  the  DC  Mattachine 
Society  in  1961.  Kameny  was  the  first  openly  gay 
candidate  to  run  for  a  seat  in  the  U.S.  Congress  in  the 
special  election  to  elect  a  non-voting  delegate  from  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  1971. 

The  rally  is  sponsored  by  the  Gay  Light  Collective 
and  has  been  endorsed  by  the  Onandaga  County  Human 
Rights  Coalition,  Syracuse  Peace  Council,  and  the 
Greater  Syracuse  National  Organization  for  Women. 

Festivities  continue  on  Sunday,  June  17  with 
events  planned  by  the  Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
a  picnic,  and  a  candle-light  march. 

For  further  information,  call  (315)  475-6875  or  (315) 
478-5225. 


‘‘godless  militant  gays”  a  threat? 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL)  reports  that  Christian  Voice,  a  newly-formed 
lobby  focusing  on  “moral  issues,”  has  begun  a  direct- 
mail  campaign  aimed  at  expanding  its  membership 
base,  currently  claimed  to  be  100,000.  Another  purpose 
of  the  campaign,  according  to  GRNL,  is  to  enhance  the 
ability  to  generate  letters  to  Congress  on  such  issues  as 
gay  rights.  Christian  Voice  has  indicated  that  in  1979,  it 
would  reach  out  to  five  million  Christians  by  direct  mail. 
In  its  mailings,  the  group  cites  “godless  militant  gays” 
as  one  of  the  “serious  threats”  they  will  address. 

Steve  Endean,  Executive  Director  of  GRNL,  said, 
“While  Christian  Voice  is  busily  reaching  out  to  people 
that  share  their  views  from  all  over  the  country, 
identifying  supporters  in  every  Congressional  district 
and  raising  the  funding  necessary  to  carry  on  a  strong 
lobby,  [GNRL]  has  not  yet  been  able  to  raise  the  funds 
necessary  to  carry  on  our  direct  mail  campaign.  We 
must  raise  $10,000  and  at  present  have  raised  less  than 
$5,000 . . 

Persons  wishing  to  contribute  to  GRNL’s  direct 
mail  campaign  may  send  donations  to  GRNL, 
Constituent  Network,  1606  17th  Street  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009. 


bisexuals  hope  to  organize 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  group  of  bisexual  women 
and  men  are  interested  in  organizing  a  support  network 
for  other  bisexual  persons,  and  in  planning  social 
activities.  If  you  are  interested  in  planning  such 
activities,  or  if  you  wish  to  be  kept  informed  of  such 
events,  call  (617)  876-0215  between  8  and  10  p.m., 
Monday  through  Friday,  and  leave  a  message  for  David, 
Bernie,  or  Woody. 


phoenix  celebrates 

PHOENIX,  AZ  —  The  Third  Annual  Gay  Pride 
Celebration  will  be  held  in  Phoenix  from  June  28  to  July 
2,  and  will  feature  an  art  show  and  auction  sponsored  by 
Free  Spirit,  a  memorial  service  at  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  and  Sunday’s  Childe’s  Pizza  Night. 
Among  the  participating  groups  are  the  Phoenix  Levi 
and  Leather  Club  and  the  Alternative  Relations  Center. 

Persons  wishing  more  information  are  requested  to 
call  the  Free  Spirit  Answer  Line  at  (602)  966-5090. 


gay  man  elected  to  rights  post 

PALO  ALTO,  CA  —  David  P.  Stewart,  36,  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Santa  Clara  County  Human  Rights 
Commission,  has  been  elected  to  the  post  of  President 
of  the  California  Association  of  Human  Rights 
Organizations  (CAHRO).  CAHRO  is  the  parent 
organization  of  the  majority  of  human  rights/relations 
commissions  in  the  state,  containing  within  its 
membership  many  allied  human  rights  groups. 

Stewart  is  the  founder  and  coordinator  of  The  Pearl 
Project,  a  county-wide  treatment  program  for  lesbian 
and  gay  men  with  drinking  problems. 

Stewart  is  the  only  gay  public  official  in  Santa  Clara 
County,  and  one  of  the  few  openly  gay  state  officials.  He 
is  a  founding  board  member  of  the  Santa  Clara  Coalition 
for  Human  Rights  and  has  served  as  Director  of  Coun¬ 
seling  for  the  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  San 
Jose. 


marlborough  street  death  investigated 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  death  of  42-year  old  James 
Nutting  of  Marlborough  Street  is  still  under  investiga¬ 
tion  by  the  Suffolk  County  Medical  Examiner  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  victim,  who  was  a  waiter  at  Front 
Street  restaurant,  was  killed  accidentally  or  was  the 
victim  of  a  murder.  Nutting  was  found  dead  in  the  lobby 
of  his  apartment  building  early  in  the  morning  of  May  27. 
Although  an  initial  report  by  Dr.  Nathan  Brenner  indi¬ 
cated  that  his  injuries  were  consistent  with  falling  down 
stairs,  the  Medical  Examiner  has  declined  to  accept  that 
reason  at  the  present  time. 

Persons  with  information  concerning  Nutting  have 
been  asked  to  contact  Detective  Sgt.,  Frank  Whalen  of 
the  Boston  Police  Homicide  Unit  at  (617)  247-4770. 


o’leary  and  voeller  to  address  ggbc 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  Jean  O’Leary  and  Bruce  Voeller, 
former  co-executive  directors  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF),  will  be  the  guest  speakers  at  the  June 
meeting  of  the  Greater  Gotham  Business  Council 
(GGBC)  on  June  19.  The  meeting  takes  place  during  Gay 
Pride  Week  in  New  York  City. 

O’Leary,  a  member  of  the  GGBC,  and  Voeller,  who 
co-founded  the  GGBC  three  years  ago,  will  speak  about 
the  gay  rights  movement. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  Ice  Palace  57,  57  West 
57th  Street.  There  will  be  a  cash  bar  beginning  at  7  p.m., 
and  the  business  meeting  gets  under  way  at  8  p.m. 


busy  days  for  dallas  gays 

DALLAS,  TX  —  Gary  Decker,  coordinator  of  the 
Dallas  Gay  Pride  Committee,  feels  that  Gay  Pride  Week, 
from  June  23-July  1,  will  be  a  busy  nine  days  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  Dallas. 

Events  scheduled  for  the  celebration  include  a  Gay 
Book  Fair  and  Crafts  Show  featuring  voter  registration, 
informational  presentations,  poetry  and  prose  recita¬ 
tions,  and  arts  and  crafts  displays;  a  co-sexual 
coffeehouse  sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  of  the  National  Organization  for  Women;  a  disco 
party  sponsored  by  the  Dallas  Gay  Political  Caucus; 
comedian  Pat  Bond  performing  “An  Evening  with  Ger¬ 
trude  Stein”;  a  barbecue,  films,  a  candle-light  march, 
and  much  more. 

According  to  organizers,  this  represents  “the  first 
real  Gay  Pride  Week  in  Dallas’  history.” 


gay  lutherans  come  to  nd 

MINOT,  ND  —  Two  chapters  of  Lutherans 
Concerned,  the  gay  caucus  of  the  Lutheran  church,  have 
been  organized  in  North  Dakota,  which  has  only  one  gay 
bar  and  has  previously  had  no  gay  organizations. 

Last  October  in  Fargo,  the  state’s  largest  city,  gay 
Lutherans  worked  with  gay  Catholics  to  form  Dignity- 
Lutherans  Concerned  of  Fargo-Moorhead.  In  February 
of  this  year,  a  group  in  Minot  formed  Lutherans  Con¬ 
cerned/Missouri  Valley.  The  latter  group  now  has  13 
members  and  was  profiled  in  an  April  feature  article  in 
the  Minot  Daily  News. 

Both  chapters  include  gay  and  non-gay  women  and 
men  and  meet  once  or  twice  a  month  for  worship, 
education,  and  socializing. 

Dignity-Lutherans  Concerned  of  Fargo-Moorhead 
can  be  contacted  at  Box  83,  Moorhead,  MN  56560. 
Lutherans  Concerned/Missouri  Valley  can  be  contacted 
at  Box  2091,  Minot,  ND  58701. 


baltimore  police  crack  down 

BALTIMORE,  MD  —  Baltimore  County  police  are 
cracking  down  on  outdoor  cruising  in  the  l.g.  Ningard 
Memorial  Park  in  the  Loch  Raven  basin  area. 

Undercover  detectives  have  been  patrolling  the 

area  after  receiving  several  complaints  from  picnickers 
who  claim  to  have  witnessed  sexual  activities  in  the 
lightly  wooded  area.  Complaints  have  also  been 
received  from  men  claiming  to  have  been  approached  by 
other  men  seeking  sexual  relations.  Several  arrests  have 
been  made,  and  most  of  the  men  have  been  charged 
with  a  fourth-degree  sex  offense  and  released  on  their 
own  recognizance  pending  further  court  action. 

E.  Jay  Miller,  a  police  spokesperson,  said,  “We’re 
not  going  to  stand  for  it.  We’re  going  to  continue  to  have 
people  [police]  in  the  park,  and  we’ve  also  had  com¬ 
plaints  from  people  about  other  areas.” 

Eight  persons  were  arrested  in  the  same  area  last 
summer.  Police  claimed  that  those  arrested  had  ap¬ 
proached  undercover  officers,  made  sexual  advances, 
and  were  later  charged  with  indecent  exposure, 
lewdness,  and  fourth-degree  sexual  offenses. 


women  respond  to  abortion  action 

BOSTON,  MA  —  By  a  vote  of  21-16,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  State  Senate  on  May  30  approved  legislation 
which  prohibits  the  use  of  state  and  other  public  funds 
for  all  abortions  except  those  performed  to  save  the  life 
of  the  mother. 

Leslie  Cagan,  of  the  Abortion  Action  Coalition, 
said,  “While  we  are  outraged  at  this  action  we  are  not 
surprised.  The  passage  of  this  new  piece  of  repressive 
legislation  in  no  way  will  deter  our  on-going  efforts  to 
secure  the  rights  of  all  women,  regardless  of  income,  to 
safe  and  legal  abortions,  should  they  so  choose.  We  will 
join  with  others  throughout  the  state  in  turning  our 
anger  at  this  new  legislation  into  constructive 
organizing  efforts.  Our  voice,  and  the  voices  of  people 
all  over  Massachusetts,  will  not  be  silenced.” 


mcc  joins  cigr 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  Metropolitan  Community 
Church-New  York  (MCC-NY),  a  part  of  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community  Churches 
described  as  “a  Christian  church  with  a  special  ministry 
to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,”  has  joined  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR). 

CLGR  is  comprised  of  gay  and  non-gay  community, 
campus,  religious,  atheist,  educational,  political,  and 
cultural  groups  which  share  the  goals  of  CLGR,  which 
include  demanding  and  defending  lesbian  and  gay 
rights;  urging  passage  of  a  non-discrimination 
ordinance  in  New  York  City  to  ban  bias  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  areas  of  jobs,  housing,  and 
public' accomodations;  and  building  a  new  movement 
within  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  to  fight  for 
lesbian  and  gay  rights. 

For  further  information  about  the  activities  of  MCC- 
NY,  call  (212)  242-1212.  Information  about  CLGR  can  be 
obtained  by  calling  (212)  924-2970. 
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Shipping  Firm  Fires  Five 


AN  EVENING  WITH  KEVIN  WHITE  was  held  last  Monday  night  at  the  Napoleon  Quh  in  Boston’s  Bay 
Village.  Over  200  women  and  men  attended  the  $20  per  person  event,  which  was  spon.  <»’-od  by 
The  Committee  for  Neighborhood  Initiative.  Above,  left  to  right:  Elaine  Noble,  hostess  and  organizer 
of  the  evening;  Robin  MacCormack,  city  liaison  to  the  gay  community;  Mayor  Kevin  White. 

News  Interview 

Schropp  Speaks  Out 


By  Jil  Clark 

“We  have  to  work  to  bring 
about  social  change  on  many 
levels,”  asserts  Jill  Schropp,  a 
lesbian  recently  appointed  by 
President  Jimmy  Carter  to  the 
revamped  National  Advisory 
Committee  for  Women,  now 
known  as  the  Presidential  Advi¬ 
sory  Committee  for  Women  (see 
GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  42).  “Some 
people  can  change  things  by 
woiicing  within  a  group  like  this. 
Some  people  can  change  things  by 
working  outside  of  a  group  iike 
this.  Some  people  can  change 
things  by  criticizing  a  group  iike 
this.” 

Schropp  resides  in  Seattle, 
where  she  is  a  private  reai  estate 
investor  and  a  graduate  student  in 
public  administration  at  the 
University  of  Washington.  As 
campaign  manager  of  Citizens  to 
Retain  Employment,  she  played 
an  integral  role  in  repelling  the 
assault  on  Seattle’s  gay  rights  law 
(Initiative  13)  and,  apparently, 
impressed  the  White  House  from 
afar.  The  following  are  excerpts 
from  an  interview  with  Schropp. 

JC:  Carter  fired  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  former  co-chair,  Bella 
Abzug,  for  her  criticism  of  his 
policies.  In  view  of  this  firing,  do 
you  feel  that,  as  a  committee 
member,  you  can  effectively 
promote  social  change  which  will 
benefit  women? 

JS:  I  definitely  feel  that,  as  a 
committee  member,  I  can  work 
effectively  toward  realizing  equal 
opportunity  for  women.  I  would 
not  have  accepted  this  position  if  I 
did  not  think  so. 

With  respect  to  Bella  Abzug, 
[her  firing]  is  a  difficult  thing  to 
assess.  From  what  I  can  gather,  it 
[the  clash  between  Abzug  and 
Carter]  was  a  matter  of  style...  I, 
too,  am  an  adamant  person  when 
my  convictions  are  involved. 

I  think  that  any  time  a  presiden¬ 
tial  committee  goes  on  record 
supporting  a  specific  action, 
informs  the  Presdent  of  its  strong 
feelings  about  an  issue,  and  gives 
him  specific  legislative  advice,  that 
body  cannot  help  but  have  an 
impact... 

1  cannot,  before  serving,  say  it’s 
not  going  to  work...  I’m  a  realist 
who  is  willing  to  try...  Not 
everything  can  be  accomplished  at 
once,  but  it’s  not  going  to  get 
accomplished  unless  people  keep 
hearing  about  it... 

The  committee,  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  International 
Women’s  Year  conference  at 
Houston  in  1977,  obviously  exists 


to  promote  equal  opportunity  for 
women.  But  twenty-six  planks 
emerged  from  the  conference,  and 
this  committee  cannot  address  all 
of  them  in  its  short  life...  I’m 
there  to  see  that  the  most 
important  visions  of  Houston  ’77 
become  reality... 

JC:  What  specific  issues  or 
legislation  do  you  feel  most  vehe-< 
mently  about  right  now,  as  you 
are  beginning  your  tenure  on  the 
committee? 

JS:  The  most  burning  issue  in 
women’s  rights  is  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment.  Its  passage  would 
provide  the  grounds  for  equal 
opportunity  to  become  a  reality. 
When  women  have  choices,  then 
everybody  will  benefit. 

Mostly,  I  will  address  myself  to 
civil  rights  issues,  issues  involving 
everyone’s  right  to  a  decent 
quality  of  life.  I  will  do  whatever  I 
can  to  eliminate  discrimination 
against  gay  people  in  all  areas  — 
housing,  employment... 

Schropp^  does  not  expect  to 
encounter  any  opposition  to 
iesbian  and  gay  rights  from 
committee  members.  She  is, 
however,  worried  about  “Title 
9,”  which  mandates  equai 
facilities  and  opportunities  for  all 
school  students,  regardless  of 
gender.  Schropp  contends  that 
“Title  9”  provisions  have  not 
been  evenly  and  rigorously 
enforced  thus  far,  and  she  asserts 
that  the  Carter  administration 
must  be  heavily  leaned  upon 
before  “Title  9”  will  have  its 
intended  effect. 

JS:  “It  upsets  me  to  think  that 
women  and  girls  may  have  to  wait 
another  ten  years  to  have  equal 
opportunity  in  education  and 
sports...  Yet  it  seems  that  the 
committee  spends  most  of  its  time 
dealing  with  immediate,  pressing 
problems  while  future,  long-term 
items  get  put  off.  It’s  time  to 
reaffirm  our  committment  to 
“Title  9.” 

JC:  Do  you  suspect  that  Carter 
chose  you  to  be  on  the  Presiden¬ 
tial  Advisory  Committee  because 
you  are  a  lesbian? 

JS:  My  lesbianism  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it...  I  was  chosen 
primarily  because  of  my  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  Initiative  13 
campaign.  Also,  they  wanted  a 
woman  who  had  been  a  member 
of  the  press.  My  newspaper 
background  was  brought  to  their 
attention. 

JC:  According  to  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  co-chairperson 
Jean  O’Leary,  Carter  feels  that  he 
has  changed  the  committee  so  that 


it  will  “reflect  constituencies 
rather  than  organizational  affilia¬ 
tions.”  Assuming  that  this  is  his 
new  strategy,  do  you  think  that  he 
considers  your  constituency  to  be 
gay  people? 

JS:  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  say 
that  my  constituency  is  gay 
people.  I’m  a  woman.  There  are 
lots  of  gay  people  who  would  not 
feel  represented  by  me... 

JC:  Are  you  reluctant  to  be 
“pigeon  holed”  in  this  manner...? 

JS:  I’m  not  concerned  about 
being  “pigeon  holed’’;  I’m 

concerned  about  my  effective¬ 
ness...  I  want  to  fight  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  general  —  against  women 
and  third  world  people  —  as  well 
as  against  gays. 

Most  Americans  see  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  women  in  our  society  as  a 
civil  rights  issue;  Schropp,  as  a 
feminist,  sees  the  inverse  as  true, 
too:  civil  rights  —  of  women, 
gays,  racial  or  ethnic  groups  — 
are  a  women’s  issue. 

JS:  In  my  involvement  in  the 
Initiative  13  campaign  out  here,  I 
was  fighting  for  civil  rights  and 
women’s  rights.  Although  most 
people  were  not  aware  of  it,  there 
was  an  attempt  in  the  initiative  to 
diminish  women’s  rights...  My 
purpose  on  this  committee  is  cer¬ 
tainly  to  address  civil  rights  as  a 
women’s  issue. 


WINNIPEG, CANADA  —  Gays 
For  Equality  (GFE),  a  civil  rights 
organization,  is  calling  for  a  pas¬ 
senger  boycott  of  the  cruise  vessel 
MS  Lord  Selkirk  II,  to  protest 
what  GFE  has  termed  “discrimin¬ 
atory  and  arbitrary  labor  prac¬ 
tices”  on  the  part  of  the  ship’s 
management. 

The  boycott  stems  from  a  ship¬ 
board  incident  in  April,  when  the 
Captain  fired  the  Chief  Steward 
and  four  of  his  staff.  The  ship’s 
owners,  Sub-Arctic  Expeditions, 
Inc.,  will  give  no  reason  for  any  of 
the  firings,  and  GFE  said,  “it  has 
since  become  clear  that  the  men 
were  suspected  of  being  homosex¬ 
ual,  and  were  fired  for  that  reason 
alone.” 

All  five  were  experienced  in 
either  or  both  deepsea  and  inland 
vessels  and  the  hotel  industry.  All 
had  quit  other  jobs  in  order  to' 
take  the  positions  offered  to  them 
by  Sub-Arctic  Expeditions;  the 
Chief  Steward  had  also  moved 
from  Montreal  for  this  purpose. 
All  had  received  commendations 
from  the  ship’s  owners. 

At  the  urging  of  Gays  For 
Equality,  the  three  of  those  fired 
who  had  been  employed  longer 
than  the  minimum  pay  period 
have  lodged  complaints  with  fed¬ 
eral  and  provincial  Human  Rights 
Commissions,  as  well  as  with  the 
Manitoba  Department  of  Labor 
over  the  matter  of  severance  pay, 
which  the  owners  have  refused  to 
pay.  Human  Rights  Commission 


plaints  cannot  be  acted  upon, 
however,  since  discrimination  on 
the  ground  of  sexual  orientation  is 
legal,  and  the  federal  Commission 
lacks  jurisdiction. 

“Because  all  of  the  workers 
fired  from  the  ship  were  able,  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  good  workers, 
there  was  no  good  reason  to  fire 
them,”  said  Chris  Vogel  of  Gays 
For  Equality.  “Because  the  Cap¬ 
tain  doesn’t  like  homosexual 
persons  is  a  ridiculous  reason.  Ar¬ 
bitrary  dismissals  such  as  this  only 
deprive  this  ship  of  quality  em¬ 
ployees  and  poison  worker- 
management  relations.  Discrimin¬ 
ation,  as  this  is,  threatens  all 
Manitoba  citizens  who  are  homo¬ 
sexual.  Because  here  we  are  not 
protected  by  human  rights  legisla¬ 
tion,  we  have  to  act  on  our  own. 
We  are  calling  on  every  potential 
traveller  on  the  ship  to  boycott  it 
until  the  Lord  Selkirk  manage¬ 
ment  adopts  fair,  reasonable  labor 
practices. 

“Gays  For  Equality  has  sent 
notices  about  this  boycott  to  or¬ 
ganizations  in  eastern  Canada  and 
to  such  US  communities  as  Min¬ 
neapolis  which  form  the  main 
market  for  cruises  on  the  ship.  We 
feel  vei7  strongly  that,  in  the 
absence  of  adequate  legislation, 
such  actions  as  this  are  essential 
for  a  just  and  a  sane  society.  A 
firm  whose  main  benefit  to  the 
community  is  that  it  provides  jobs 
cannot  use  the  power  it  obtains 
thereby  as  a  vehicle  for  bigotry.” 


Coalition  Attacks 
Public  Transit 


By  TommiAvicolli 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA  — 
CONRAIL  and  SEPTA  (South¬ 
eastern  Pennsylvania  Transporta¬ 
tion  Authority),  in  the  Philadel- 
phia  area»  have  come  under  attack 

by  an  alliance  of  women’s  groups 
calling  itself  the  Commuters  in 
Jeopardy  Coalition. 

The  group  charges  that  as  a 
result  of  poor  security  at  CON- 
RAIL  and  SEPTA  train  stations 
along  both  the  city  and  suburban 
routes,  numerous  women  have 
been  beaten  and  sexually  as¬ 
saulted.  Some  of  the  cases  they 
cite  have  occurred  at  major  stops 
along  the  train  routes,  including 
Philadelphia’s  Suburban  Station, 
and  the  Chelton  Avenue, 
Tulpehocken,  and  Swarthmore 
stations.  Commuter  safety  has 
long  been  an  issue  in  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  area,  and  in  some  cases, 
police  officers  ride  buses  and 
trolleys  as  added  protection 
against  assaults. 

The  formation  of  the  Com¬ 
muters  in  Jeopardy  Coalition  is  a 
direct  result  of  the  action  of  Chris 


Bateson  against  CONRAIL.  Bate¬ 
son,  a  seventeen  year  old  victim  of 
a  beating  and  sexual  assault  at  the 
Chestnut  Hill  station  operated  by 
CONRAIL,  has  filed  suit  against 
the  transportation  company  for 

negligence  in  safety  provisions. 
Bateson  was  beaten  badly  and 
though  three  years  have  elapsed 
since  her  attack,  remains  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped  as  a  result.  Her 
suit  will  be  heard  on  July  2,  and 
the  Commuters  in  Jeopardy 
Coalition  is  calling  for  broad- 
based  community  support  of  the 
case.  Plans  are  also  underway  for 
an  “informational  picket”  at  the 
CONRAIL  offices  in  downtown 
Philadelphia  on  June  13,  the  date 
Bateson  was  attacked  three  years 
ago. 

Some  of  the  groups  involved 
with  or  supportive  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  include  Women  Organized 
Against  Rape,  Hotline  for  Abused 
Women/Kensington,  Women’s 
Health  Concerns  Committee, 
Wayne  Junction  Neighbors,  and 
the  Women’s  Law  Project. 


Toronto  Unhappy 
with  Police  Response 


By  George  Michaelson 

TORONTO,  Canada  —  The 
Metro  Toronto  police  commission 
released  a  70-page  report  on  May 
31  in  response  to  the  demands 
made  on  them  by  the  Working 
Group  on  Minority-Police  Rela¬ 
tions,  but  leaders  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  termed  it  “clearly  inade¬ 
quate.”  The  Working  Group  had 
presented  the  demands  two 
months  earlier,  after  the  police 
association  newspaper  printed  a 
virulently  anti-gay  article.  The 
article  followed  more  than  a  year 
of  police  harassment  of  gay  and 
lesbian  activists,  businesspeople, 
and  gay  clients  of  bars  and  baths 
in  Toronto  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No. 
45). 

According  to  Paul  Trollope,  a 
member  of  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee  which  has  worked 
with  the  Working  Group,  the 
commission  claimed  it  had  no  au¬ 
thority  to  act  on  a  number  of 


demands.  “In  fact,  though,”  he 
said,  “they  often  didn’t  respond 
to  our  actual  demands.  We  asked 
them  to  do  A,  and  they  said,  ‘Oh, 
but  we  can’t  do  B’.” 

He  cited  their  refusal  to  enact 
an  anti-gay  discrimination  clause. 
The  provincial  Police  Act  em¬ 
powers  them  to  pass  regulations 
governing  police  conduct,  he  said, 
but  the  commission  responded  to 
the  demand  by  saying  they  could 
not  change  the  Police  Act  — 
which  they  had  not  been  asked  to 
do.  “They  also  actually  claimed 
that  they  had  never  discriminated 
against  anybody,”  Trollope  con¬ 
tinued. 

Although  most  people  felt  the 
police  commission  had,  in  effect, 
not  responded  adequately  to  any 
of  the  demands,  the  commission 
explicitly  rejected  only  two:  that 
police  candidates  be  psychologi¬ 
cally  tested  for  homophobia,  and 
that  Sgt.  Gary  Donovan  be  fired. 


Donovan  supplied  the  names  of 
teachers  caught  in  a  raid  on  a  gay 
bath-house  to  the  school  boards 
which  employed  them. 

Speaking  at  the  commission 
hearing,  Peter  Maloney,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Working  Group, 
called  the  report  “an  incredible 
insult  to  the  gay  community,  .  .  . 
symptomatic  of  how  deep  the 
problem  goes.”  The  ReforMetro 
party  announced  it  would  demand 
an  immediate  investigation  by  the 
Ontario  Police  Commission. 

Just  two  days  later,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  June  2,  70  men  and  women 
marched  through  the  downtown 
shopping  area  to  the  police  head¬ 
quarters,  where  they  presented  a 
“people’s  writ”  to  the  police,  de¬ 
manding  the  return  of  the  Body 
Politic  files  seized  18  months  ago, 
and  the  Barracks  membership  list 
taken  last  December.  Trollope 
called  the  demonstration  “one  of 
the  angriest  we’ve  ever  had  here,” 
Continued  on  Page  9 
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thoughtful 

Dear  Editors: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  ambivalence  about 
the  recent  happenings  in  San  Francisco  in  the  wake 
of  the  White  verdict,  in  the  hope  that  doing  so  will 
j  help  me  clarify  my  feelings  and  elicit  responses 
from  other  readers. 

There  are  no  words  which  can  express  my  fury 
and  indignation  over  the  clear  miscarriage  of 
justice  which  the  White  verdict  represents.  While  I 
oppose  capital  punishment,  the  only  semblance  of 
justice  which  could  haven  been  managed  under  the 
present  criminal  law  system  would  have  been  a 
murder  conviction  with  a  sentence  of  life 
imprisonment.  To  do  any  less  is  clearly  a 
vindication  of  fascist  repressive  New  Right  tactics 
and  an  equally  obvious  repudiation  of  the  strug¬ 
gles  of  gay  people,  even  for  the  basic  human  right 
of  life.  In  the  face  of  this,  my  initial  reaction  to  the 
news  of  the  gay-dominated  riot  in  response  to  the 
verdict  was  righteous  satisfactionofa  quite  visceral 
(“we’ll  show  them”)  sort.  The  exhilaration  at  our 
show  of  strength  was  quickly  tempered,  however, 
by  a  sobering  concern  for  the  implications  of  this 
event,  and  a  need  to  analyze  my  own  reflexive 
reaction  within  the  context  of  these  implications. 

I  am  not  concerned  by  the  gleeful  predictions  of 
the  straight  media  that  the  San  Francisco  riot  has 
tolled  the  death  knell  for  the  “era  of  gay  advance¬ 
ment.”  Nor  am  1  particularly  worried  about  the 
destruction  of  government  property.  I  am,  how¬ 
ever,  deeply  disturbed  by  the  fact  that  1 19  people 
were  hurt  (a  fact  overlooked  by  CON'S  Editorial 
of  June  2,  which  stated  only  that  the  violence  was 
directed  at  “the  property  of  an  oppressive 
government”).  I  am  fearful  of  the  impact  of  this 
incident  —  even  if  it  proves  to  be  an  isolated  spasm 
—  as  a  precedent.  I  am  upset  by  the  attempts  of  a 
normally  thoughtful,  relatively  objective  paper 
like  GCN  to  excuse  and  even  glorify  (again, 
reference  to  the  Editorial  of  June  2)  the  use  of 
violence  to  convey  that  we  are  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with,  and  to  imply  that  violence  is  a  fit¬ 
ting  response  to  the  lack  of  outcry  against  the 
“daily  violence  and  degradation  women  and  gay 
men  experience.”  This  sounds  suspiciously  like 
macho  chest-thumping  to  me.  Violence  is  not  a 
solution  to  powerlessness,  nor  can  it  be  excused  on 
the  pretext  of  possessing  the  “right”  ideology;  if  it 
can  be  argued  that  righteous  anger  is  an  excuse  for 
gay  destructiveness,  it  can  also  be  argued  that  it  is 
an  excuse  for  the  firebombing  of  abortion  clinics. 
It’s  all  relative;  everything  depends  on  whose  ideo¬ 
logy  is  in  the  saddle.  Nor  is  it  an  acceptable  outlet 
for  frustration  (in  this  I  hear  echoes  of  the  popular 
rationalizations  for  wife-beating  and  other  crimes 
of  the  patriarchy  —  i.e.,  “he  was  under  pressure, 
pushed  around  at  his  job,  etc.”). 

I  am  a  person  who  has  felt  the  temptation  to  use 
violence  in  response  to  the  daily  abuse  to  which  I 
am  subject  as  a  woman  and  a  lesbian.  I  know  and 
understand  the  urge.  But,  as  a  woman,  I  am  sick 
unto  death  of  violence;  the  threat  of  the  streets,  the 
constant  threat  in  my  own  life  and  the  actualiza¬ 
tion  of  the  threat  in  the  lives  of  women  1  have 
cared  about.  1  see  violence  as  a  symptom  of  the 
pervasive  social  malaise  patriarchal  systems, 
whether  captialist  or  socialist,  have  produced.  It 
has  no  place  in  a  human-rights  revolution;  violence 
engenders  more  violence.  I  am  also  fearful  that 
this  show  of  gay  “solidarity”  will  frighten  away 
many  more  potential  followers  than  it  attracts. 

Yet,  I  realize  the  advocacy  of  non-violence  (out¬ 
side  of  the  strict  definitions  of  self-defense)  raises 
many  hard  questions,  and  to  these  1  still  seek 
answers.  Why  should  we  exercise  restraint  and 
tolerance  when  our  oppressors  do  not?  How  can 
we  then  stop  the  violence  against  us,  and  end  our 
oppression  and  that  of  others?  How  do  we  work  to 
change  the  nature  of  society,  to  educate,  when  we 
are  utterly  weary  of  having  always  to  understand 
why  we  are  so  abhorred?  We  must  ask  the  peren¬ 
nial  question  of  the  women’s  movement:  faced 
with  continual  insults  and  injustice,  what  do  we, 
individually  and  collectively,  do  with  our  anger? 

“Constructive  ways  to  make  our  power  felt,” 
yes  .  .  .  brick-toting  leather-bound  gay  “heroes,” 
no. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mary  Burns 
Somerville,  MA 


CORRECTION 

There  was  a  mistake  in  last  week’s 
New  York  and  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Calendar.  The  program  being 
presented  in  New  York  City  by  the 
Comite  Homosexual  Latinoamericano 
(COHLA)  is  taking  place  on  June  19, 
not  on  June  24  as  it  appeared.  The  text 
of  the  listing  is  as  follows: 

"La  Luchc  de  los  Homosexuales  Latino- 
americanoi  porlos  Derechos  Civiles  de 
los  Homosexuales.  ”  Varios  panelistas 
discutiran  la  lucha  en  pro  do  los 
derechos  civiles  do  los  homosexuales  en 
Brasil,  Mejico,  Argentina,  Cuba,  Puerto 
Rico  y  los  EEUU.  Para  Mayor  Infor- 
macion  Comuniquese  con  Juanita  (212) 
473-6864.  7:30  -  9:30  p.m..  All  Wel¬ 
come.  ” 


ngtf 

It’s  been  with  growing  pleasure  that  I’ve  noted 
the  increasing  incidence  of  anti-NGTF  broadsides 
in  GCN  —  not  out  of  any  spite  toward  the  former, 
either;  I’m  happy  to  have  been  a  member  and 
intend  to  continue.  Rather,  I  can  only  conclude 
that  any  organization  drawing  fire  from  such  a 
spectacular  assortment  of  detractors  must  be  doing 
something  right. 

The  latest  broadside  by  J.  P.  Hudson  (May  26) 
seems  to  be  a  representative  sample  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  being  presented.  1  presume  his  indignation 
at  NGTF’s  efforts  against  media  stereotypes  to  be 
genuine,  and  that  he  really  does  endorse  the 
absolute  freedom  of  the  television  industry’s  paid 
opinion  manipulators  to  exploit  any  issue  or 
minority  group  in  any  way  they  feel  satisfactory. 
Perhaps  he  actually  is  naive  enough  to  believe  that 
complete  withdrawal  of  the  pressure  currently 
being  exerted  on  the  media  by  such  disparate 
groups  as  gays,  blacks,  etc.,  would  lead  to  a 
diversity  of  images  and  ideas  being  presented  on 
the  home  screen  instead  of  the  gray,  faceless  re¬ 
gurgitation  of  the  public’s  most  entrenched  (and, 
to  the  industry,  most  profitable)  ideas  reigning 
supreme.  And  attempting  to  exploit  Ms.  Vida’s 
gender  (“lesbians  seem  to  be  exempt  from  the 
obligation  of  looking,  acting  or  dressing  like 
heterosexual  females”)  while  claiming  to  speak  for 
“the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community  of  America”  is 
demagogic,  at  best. 

No,  I’m  not  knocking  the  rights  of  those 
“gaymales”  who  wish  to  adopt  “stereotypical” 
mannerisms,  nor  of  their  right  to  be  represented  in 
media  imagery.  But  they  make  up  a  small 
percentage  of  the  gay  population,  and  until  they 
also  make  up  a  correspondingly  sm^ll  percentage 
of  media’s  depictions  of  us  I’m  all  for  NGTF  and 
its  attempts  to  force  —  yes,  force  —  a  realistic 
depiction  of  our  community. 

What’s  really  at  issue  here  is  not  a  gay  issue  at  all 
—  it’s  a  question  of  “establishment”  in  its  limited, 
rhetorical  late  60’s  sense  —  versus  a  self-righteous, 
self-sacrificing,  all-knowing  elite  “us.”  Mr. 
Hudson’s  proclamation  that  NGTF’s  leaders  (and, 
by  extension,  its  members  and  supporters)  are 
“careerists  who  want  a  piece  of  the  action”  (es¬ 
tablishment),  not  “healthy  deviants  who  by  their 
defiance  of  convention,  role-playing,  etc.  are 
exploring  the  possibilities  of  alternative  lifestyles” 
has  very  little  to  do  with  gay  rights,  and  everything 
to  do  with  political  value  judgments. 

I,  and  I  suspect  I  am  far  more  of  a  norm  than  an 
exception  among  America’s  millions  of  gay 
people,  do  not  particularly  want  to  explore  the 
possibilities  of  alternative  lifestyles,  though  I 
support  the  rights  of  those  who  do.  I  most  cer¬ 
tainly  do  want  to  pursue  a  career  in  my  field, 
without  discrimination,  without  the  need  to  hide 
my  homosexuality,  and  goddammit,  without  jerks 
like  John  Paul  Hudson  et  al  telling  me  how  to  live 
my  life  and  condemning  me  for  having  a  deep 
interest  in  my  profession. 

I  wonder  if  Dear  Anita,  given  absolute  power, 
would  be  nearly  so  hard  on  fags  and  dykes  as  Mr. 
Hudson  would  be  on  us  poor  gay  “careerists.” 

Right  on,  NGTF. 

Lamont  Downs 
President, 
Nevadans  for  Human  Rights 
Las  Vegas,  NV 


bylines  and 

Dear  GCN, 

1  trust  you  know  that  I  am  fully  aware  of  the 
very  difficult  circumstances  under  which  GCN  is 
produced.  I  know  you  are  all  underpaid  and  over¬ 
worked.  I  have  expressed  supportive  thoughts 
about  the  paper  in  the  past,  and  right  now  there  is 
one  item,  something  that  may  seem  small  to  you 
but  which  seems  big  to  me,  that  is  really  irking  me. 
My  feelings  on  this  emerge  from  my  background  in 
so-called  professional  or  straight  journalism,  and 
as  such  the  feelings  may  be  suspect,  but  I  have 
thought  it  over  and  I  believe  I  am  right.  So  much 
for  my  defensiveness.  Actually,  I  made  this 
criticism  once  before,  but  no  one  paid  any  at¬ 
tention.  So  here  goes,  again; 

When  you  have  a  story  with  a  dateline  (say,  San 
Francisco),  and  a  by-line,  this  is,  according  to  all 
journalistic  tradition,  a  signal  to  the  reader  that 
the  person  whose  name  appears  there  was  in  the 
city  indicated  in  order  to  personally  gather  facts 
and  write  the  report.  This  basic  rule  is  continuous¬ 
ly  violated  in  GCN,  and  I  feel  it  in  fact  misleads 
the  readers.  Take  your  recent  page  one  report  on 
San  Francisco.  I  think  the  readers  deserve  to  know 
where  that  information  came  from.  First  of  all, 
although  Dan  Daniel  may  have  written  the  story, 
he  was  not  in  San  Francisco,  and  he  did  not  see 
anything  that  hapi)ened  there.  I  understand  that 
GCN  may  not  have  a  reliable  San  Fransisco 
correspondent,  but  in  the  absence  of  such  a 
correspondent,  if  you  are  going  to  use  second  hand 
sources,  I  think  the  reader  has  the  right  to  know 
you  are  using  second  hand  sources.  It  is  unfair  to 
fool  the  reader  into  thinking  you  have  a  man  or 
woman  on  ihe  scene  when  you  don’t.  The  reader 
needs  that  information  (about  your  sources)  in 


order  to  be  well-informed  about  how  to  read  the 
article.  If  you  are  going  to  raise  the  issue  of  police 
provocateurs,  you  need  to  say  who  is  raising  the 
issue,  not  some  nameless  thing  that  just  appears 
there.  I  think  the  article  should  have  read, 
“according  to  a  telephone  interview  with  so-and- 
so,”  or  “according  to  wire  service  accounts,”  etc. 
In  that  case,  I  think  a  dateline  can  be  indicated  at 
the  end  of  the  article,  something  like  “complied 
from  news  reports  and  telephone  interviews  by 
.  .  .”  or  perhaps  the  by-line  should  just  be 
omitted.  In  this  way,  when  GCN  really  does  have  a 
person  on  the  scene,  it  will  be  more  meaningful, 
best, 

Allen  Young 
Orange,  MA 


datelines 

Dear  GCN, 

1  admire  what  you’re  doing,  and  the  GCN 
tradition  of  polish  and  professionalism,  too  much 
to  feel  constrained  to  correct  you  on  the  matter  of 
bylines  and  datelines.  For  if  you’re  going  to  use 
them,  you  should  be  following  the  rules. 

GCN  can  award  a  byline  whenever  it  wishes  and 
can  use  whatever  dateline  is  appropriate  for  any 
story.  But  if  a  story  carries  both  a  byline  and  a 
dateline,  then  it  means  that  the  cited  writer  filed 
the  story  from  (or  at  least  was  physically  present 
in)  the  city  of  the  dateline.  To  do  otherwise  isn’t 
telling  the  truth;  a  bylined  writer  doesn’t  cite  a 
dateline  unless  s/he  was  there. 

If  you  get  a  story  by  phone  from  Miami  or 
Omaha,  of  course  your  byline  can  be  awarded  — 
but  not  with  a  Miami  or  Omaha  dateline;  use  a 
Boston  dateline  or,  if  that  seems  improper,  no 
dateline  at  all.  If  the  Omaha  dateline  is  vital  for 
some  reason,  then  no  byline  should  be  awarded  to 
any  writer  who  didn’t  go  to  Omaha  for  that  story. 
Similarly,  if  your  New  York  correspondent  files  a 
New  Jersey  story  for  you,  based  on  his  readings  or 
his  phone  calls  to  Jersey,  then  of  course  he  can  be 
awarded  a  byline  —  but  only  with  a  New  York  City 
dateline,  unless  he  went  to  Jersey  for  the  story. 

That  GCN  needs  a  reminder  about  this  very 
sturdy  rule  is  apparent  to  me  because  I  know  CCN 
can  hardly  afford  to  send  its  Boston-based  writers 
across  the  country  every  week  to  gather  the  local 
news  from  those  cities.  But  other  readers  might  not 
be  quite  so  aware  of  the  constraints  of  limited  bud¬ 
gets,  and  may  assume  GCN  writers  were  actually 
on  the  scene. 

I  hope  there  is  no  feeling  in  Boston  that  this 
comment  is  needless,  since  nobody  pays  attention 
to  it  or  notices  such  things.  If  that’s  true,  there’s 
no  need  for  GCN  to  use  datelines  or  award  bylines, 
is  there?  And  you  can  be  sure  that,  when  you  see  a 
Globe  writer’s  byline  on  a  dispatch  from  Washing¬ 
ton  or  Denver,  that  dispatch  was  actually  filed 
from  Washington,  or  the  writer  actually  went  to 
Denver  for  the  piece. 

Best  wishes,  and  keep  up  the  good  work, 
Howard  J.  Erickson 
Los  Angeles,  CA 

Editors  Note:  It  seems  remarkable  to  us  that  we 
received  two  letters  atoutour  use  of  bylines  and 
datelines  in  one  week.  We  now  realize  that  we’re 
not  playing  by  the  rules  and  hope  that  no  one  has 
been  misled.  We  .lave  discussed  the  issue  at  length 
and  decided  to  continue  our  present  policy.  Date¬ 
lines  identify  the  location  of.,  a  news  event 
immediately,  and  as  such  are  important  reference 
marks.  Bylines  are  the  only  way  we  have  to  credit  a 
writer  who  has  worked  long  and  hard  on  a  story 
with  no  Hnancial  compensation  as  w»l  as  a  way  to 
let  experienced  readers  of  GCN  identify  and 
recognize  the  prejudices  and  predilictions  of  the 
writer. 


gaycon 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

You  are  to  be  commended  for  your  excellent 
article  on  the  work  of  the  Philadelphia  branch  of 
the  A.C.L.U.  and  Ms.  Silverman.  I  especially 
enjoyed  her  comments  on  the  gross  hypocrisy  of 
the  corrections  systems  when  it  comes  to  sexual 
abuse  among  inmates.  The  world  should  be  forced 
to  realize  that  prison  administrations  generally  do 
not  care  if  some  of  their  inmates  are  raped  because 
prison  administrations  do  not  consider  their 
“residents”  to  be  total  human  beings  (and  it’s 
alright  to  rape  and  abuse  a  sub-human  species). 

Also,  thank  you  for  the  article  concerning  my 
newsletter,  GAYCON  PRESS  NEWSLETTER  on 
page  2  of  your  issue.  The  response  has  been  both 
overwhelming  and  heartwarming.  Certainly  your 
readers  do  response  —  and  they  are  keeping  me 
busy  at  my  desk.  At  a  time  when  so  many  of  our 
gay  publications  come  and  go  —  mostly  go  —  it’s 
heartening  to  see  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
stick  around  and  grow.  Keep  up  the  fine  work. 

In  Unity  and  Struggle, 

Ronald  Endersby 
Editor 

GAYCON  PRESS  NEWSLETTER 
San  Francisco,  CA 
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Speaking  Out 


Troubled  Justice 

By  Billy  Smith 

You  have  read  in  the  papers  and  seen  it  on  t.v.  where  Dan  White,  the  former  alderman 
who  shot  to  death  the  mayor  of  San  Francisco,  California.  Where  as  he  was  found  innocent  of 
murder.  The  verdict  of  MANSLAUGHTER  could  bring  a  sentence  of  only  8  years  in  prison. 

This  was  stated  by  the  news  and  the  newspapers.  I  am  deeply  saddened  and  troubled  by 
this  WH^EWASH  verdict,  the  jury  came  up  with  in  this  case.  It  would  be  hard  and  difficult, 
in  my  mind,  to  conjure  up  a  scene  or  series  in  this  case.  And  the  events  which  clearly  states 
Murder  .  .  . 

Yet  a  group  of  citizens  have  decided  here  that  no  murder  took  place.  You  and  I  are  both 
aware  that  gays  are  looked  down  upon  with  disgust  bordering  on  hatred  and  discrimination. 
In  the  case  at  hand,  a  jury  so  disliked  the  gay  alderman  Milk,  they  allowed  the  cold  blooded 
murderer  of  their  mayor  to  be  set  free. 

Our  justice  system  in  America  is  indeed  in  trouble.  There  seems  to  be  no  logic  or  reason  in 
fitting  the  crime  with  the  sentence  or  vise-versa.  It  saddens  me  to  tears  .  .  . 

I  am  an  inmate,  and  gay,  and  serving  a  two  year  prison  sentence  for  the  crime  of  giving  a 
check  for  $67.00  in  the  state  of  Missouri.  The  judge  stated  that  the  crime  fitted  the  sentence.  1 
thought  the  sentence  was  too  much  for  the  crime  I  had  done.  But  the  justice  system  said 
otherwi^.  And  now  someone  who  kills  gets  off  free  with  just  a  simple  manslaughter  charge. 
Does  this  mean  now  that  people  can  go  out  and  kill  gays  and  expect  the  courts  to  hand  down  a 
sentence  of  manslaughter?  I^ere  is  the  real  justice?  Is  it  bought  with  money  and  power  in 
higher  up  offices?  And  are  people  who  are  in  higher  up  positions  able  to  buy  their  way 
through  a  trial?  It  seems  that  this  verdict  of  manslaughter  was  done  this  way.  And  I  believe  the 
saying  still  holds  to  this  day  ,  .  .  “If  your  poor  off  to  prison  you  go  .  .  .  But  if  you  have 
money  .  .  .  you  are  a  free  man.” 

To  make  the  matter  worse,  a  group  of  people  turned  into  a  mob  and  went  on  a  rampage 
of  destruction.  The  news  are  saying  that  the  mob  are  gay  people?  How  do  they  know  it  was 
gays?  Did  the  people  carry  signs  saying,  I  am  gay?  I  doubt  it.  But  the  papers  state  different. 

The  mob  cost  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  California,  one  million  dollars  in  damages  and 
other  expenses.  And  left  the  city  hall  in  shambles.  It  also  injured  160  people,  and  to  me  this  all 
looks  bad.  But  when  things  cool  down  they  will  still  say  it  was  the  fault  of  the  gays  .  .  . 

And  24  hours  after  the  verdict,  gays  celebrated  Milk’s  birthday. 

I  would  have  thought  that  gays  were  more  level-headed.  I  mean  if  gays  did  take  part  in  the 


mob  action,  then  they  are  tearing  down  everything  that  gays  have  been  fighting  for.  As  it  is, 
now  people  are  saying  that’  gay  people  are  trouble  makers  and  will  do  anything  to  be  seen  in 
public.  And  now  how  will  this  effect  the  straight  society?  Can  you  blame  them  if  they  heed 
this?  If  we  are  gay,  then  why  in  HELL  are  we  tearing  up  the  city  of  San  Francisco?  What  will 
we  gain  by  it?  It  will  not  change  what  has  happened.  It  only  adds  more  fire  to  the  minds  of  the 
straight  society.  Wake  up  people  and  start  out  by  being  what  you  are.  GAY  AND  PROUD.  .  . 

Billy  Smith  has  written  a  book  about  gay  life  in  prison  entitled,  Cruel  and  Unusual 
Punishment.  You  may  contact  the  author  at  4201  Victory  Parkway.  11304.  Cincinnati.  OH 
45229. 


Community  Voices 


flight  to  Holland 

Dear  Editor; 

In  response  to  your  article  of  Feb.  17,  1979  by 
Tom  Reeves,  “Special  Report  and  Commentary: 
The  Trial  and  Flight  of  Richard  Bearse,”  and  your 
March  to,  1979  article,  “Richard  Bearse  Flees  to 
Holland.”  may  I  nuike  a  couple  of  comments  and 
corrections,  and  bring  you  up  to  date?  I  am  doing 
so  at  the  request  of  Richard’s  Dutch  supporters 
who  want  the  record  set  straight  here  in  America, 
and  in  order  to  provide  your  readers  with  the 
current  .facts  of  the  case. 

The  boy  involved  by  the  name  of  Kevin,  was 
slightly  more  than  14 'A.  The  incident  took  place 
on  the  afternoon  of  Aug.  24,  1978,  and  on  Sept.  9, 
1978  (15  days  later)  the  boy  turned  15. 

The  person  qupted  in  The  Netherlands  as 
saying,  “Here,  even  for  sex  with  a  lO-year-old 
boy,  there  would  be  no  threat  of  prison,”  strongly 
denies  ever  having  said  it.  The  age  of  consent  in 
The  Netherlands  is  16  years  old,  and  they  do  frown 
on  adults  going  with  anyone  under  that  age.  The 
same  person  also  denies  ever  having  said,  “No  one 
imagines  in  this  country  that  we  can  protect  chil¬ 
dren  by  threatening  adults.  Most  people  assume 
that  adolescents  and  adults  regularly  engage  in  sex 
play  and  that  it  is  healthy  to  do  so.”  1  talked  to  the 
man  who  denies  these  statements,  and  promised 
him  I  would  advise  you  of  the  fact  that  he  claims 
he  was  mis-quoted. 

Bearse  was  not  “met  in  Holland  by  Stephen 
Zwerus  and  T’ai-mat  Sarton”  as  claimed  “within 
12  hours  of  his  conviction.”  Sixty  hours  after  his 
arrival  in  Holland,  Bearse  took  a  train  from 
Amsterdam,  to  Gouda,  where  he  met  Gerard 
Zwerus  (not  Stephen  Zwerus)  who  is  the  President 
of  the  N.V.S.  Werkgroep  Pedofilie. 

If  Senator  Adolphus  Brongersma,  “provided 
liaison  with  the  Dutch  immigration  authorities,”  it 
is  news  to  those  supporting  Bearse  in  Holland. 
Bearse  did  speak  to  the  Senator  on  his  first  day  of 
arrival  in  that  country.  The  Senator  did  assure 
Bearse  that  he  didn’t  think  there  would  be  too 
much  trouble  for  Bearse  to  be  allowed  to  stay  in 
Holland.  However,  the  Senator  said  he  was  leaving 
the  country  for  a  two  months  vacation,  and 
couldn’t  be  of  any  help  until  his  return,  and  the 
Senator  told  Bearse  to  contact  him  at  such  time. 
Gerard  Zwerus  contacted  the  Senator  upon  his 
return,  and  was  told  by  the  Senator  that  he  didn’t 
know  what  to  do  in  order  to  help  Bearse  remain  in 
that  country.  Actually  a  complete  turn-around! 

Bearse  took  it  upon  himself  to  help  himself 
through  advice  from  Gerard  Zwerus,  and  con¬ 
tacted  the  Stiching  Vrije  Relatierechten 
(Foundation  of  free  human  partnership).  This  is 
not  a  gay  organization  but  it  does  a  lot  of 
international  work  for  the  liberation  of  gays.  The 
chairman  of  that  group,  Mr.  Huysen,  then  invited 
Bearse  to  his  home  to  discuss  the  case,  but 
requested  six  copies  of  all  court  transcripts  and 
documents  pertaining  to  the  case  for  members  of 
Parliament  to  review.  Bearse  had  the  copies  made 
and  binders  were  bought,  all  at  his  own  expense. 

No  groups,  straight  or  gay  in  Holland,  have 
provided  Bearse  “with  financial  support.”  He  has 
been  provided  with  lodging,  and  did  see  one  vei7 
negative  lawyer  who  expects  to  be  paid  if  he  is 
asked  to  take  the  case. 

Until  seven  weeks  ago,  he  was  more  or  less  self- 
supporting  until  his  own  money  ran  out.  Now,  the 


man  he  is  staying  with  is  giving  him  full  room  and 
board  at  his  own  expense,  and  without  any  indica¬ 
tion  or  promise  of  help  forthcoming.  This  is  an 
extreme  hardship  on  his  benefactor,  and  it  is 
doubtful  how  long  this  situation  can  go  on. 

No  lawyer  or  law  professor  accompanied  Bearse 
to  the  Rotterdam  police  where  “he  registered  as  a 
known  offender  from  abroad  and  where  the  police 
joined  immigration  authorities  in  granting  him 
assurancc'that  he  would  not  be  extradited  and  gave 
him  permission  to  remain  in  Holland  for  at  least 
three  months.”  Bearse  went  to  the  Rotterdam 
police  with  the  man  he  is  staying  with.  He  had  to 
register  by  law  within  ten  days  of  his  arrival  if  he 
expected  to  remain  there  longer.  He  had  no 
assurance  from  the  immigration  authorities,  and 
was  extremely  fearful  of  even  going  to  the  police 
and  asking  for  a  tourist  visa  of  three  months 
duration.  That  three  month  visa  is  a  very  common 
routine  matter,  but  only  for  non-lawbreakers.  Had 
the  police  been  aware  of  his  flight,  he  surely  would 
have  encountered  great  difficulties,  and  no  doubt 
would  have  been  denied  permission  to  remain 
there  even  for  three  months. 

Your  paper  goes  on  to  say:  “Bearse  has  been 
given  sanctuary  in  Holland  and  has  been  much 
publicized  there.  The  groups  supporting  him  have 
made  protests  at  the  embassy.”  No  publicity  sur¬ 
rounding  his  case  has  appeared  in  any  Dutch 
media,  and  certainly  no  protests  were  made  to  the 
embassy!  That  would  have  been  plain  suicide  for 
him  at  this  point  in  time.  It  was  considered  but 
never  enacted,  because  it  was  determined  by  the 
groups  that  publicity  would  only  hurt  the  case.  The 
Secretary  for  Justice  in  The  Netherlands  has  many 
thoughts  and  ideas  very  similar  to  those  of  Anita 
Bryant  regarding  gay  people,  and  frowns  on 
publicity  putting  her  in  the  middle  trying  to  force 
her  into  a  decision  which  she  doesn’t  agree  with. 
The  more  publicity,  the  more  it  would  hurt  him. 
Publicity  would  probably  indicate  to  the  Secretary 
for  Justice  that  should  she  act  favorably  for 
Bearse,  then  it  would  mean  she’d  have  to  deal  with 
hundreds  of  others  from  abroad,  and  wouldn’t 
want  those  problems. 

I  certainly  have  no  axe  to  grind  with  Tom  Reeves 
for  writing  those  two  articles,  as  he  is  a  personal 
friend  of  mine.  Tom  wrote  the  facts  as  they  were 
given  to  him  at  the  time.  As  to  the  “mis-quotes,” 
that  can  be  very  understandable  when  two  langu¬ 
ages  are  involved.  Tom  Reeves  has  been  the  only 
person  to  take  an  active  interest  in  “The  Trial  and 
Flight  of  Richard  Bearse”  here  in  America,  and 
the  only  person  who  has  gone  out  on  a  limb  to  help 
him,  but  Tom  Reeves  can’t  fight  this  alone.  He  has 
asked  for  help,  but  very  little  has  been  forth¬ 
coming. 

Now,  to  bring  your  readers  up  to  date;  Through 
Mr.  Huysen,  of  the  Stiching  Vrije  Relatierschten 
(the  non-gay  organization),  Bearse  is  receiving 
help  in  the  form  of  quiet  approaches  to  members 
of  Parliament,  trying  to  gain  their  support  and 
sympathy.  Bearse  contacted  the  largest  gay  organi¬ 
zation  in  Holland,  the  C.O.C.  in  Amsterdam, 
after  he  heard  that  they  are  perhaps  the  most 
famous  organization  in  the  world  catering  to  gay 
people.  He  was  received  very  warmly  by  Page 
Grubb,  and  Rob  Pistor,  members  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Action  Group.  They  have  contacted  Mr. 
Huysen,  and  have  agreed  that  Mr.  Huysen’s  group 
will  handle  the  political  side,  while  the  C.O.C.  will 
try  to  handle  the  legal  side  of  his  case.  The  C.O.C. 


already  has  managed  to  hook  him  up  with  an 
attorney  who  spoke  to  him  at  great  length  and 
advised  him  of  all  of  his  options,  holding  out  very 
little  hope  on  legal  grounds,  unless  it  can  be  proven 
that  he  was  discriminated  against  here  in  America 
because  he  is  gay.  Attorney  John  P.  Ward,  his 
Boston  attorney,  claims  that  Bearse  was  discrim¬ 
inated  against  because  of  the  fact  that  he’s  a 
homosexual,  and  is  now  sending  proof  of  that  fact 
to  Holland. 

Bearse’s  visa  expired  on  the  2nd  of  this  month, 
and  he’s  been  strongly  advised  against  going  back 
to  the  police  for  an  extension  on  his  visa,  as  they 
certainly  will  not  grant  him  such  a  request,  as  the 
Dutch  government  now  know  that  he  is  in  that 
country. 

I  know  for  a  fact  that  Richard  Bearse  is  com¬ 
pletely  out  of  money,  flat  broke.  He  has  lost  two 
businesses,  a  car  and  a  house.  He  has  large  debts  to 
pay,  and  his  American  lawyers  have  not  been  paid, 
and  there  is  no  financial  help  forthcoming  for  him 
from  any  United  States  organization,  gay  or 
straight.  No  Dutch  group  has  helped  out  financi¬ 
ally  either.  Publicity  has  been  non-existant  except 
in  your  paper.  Why?  Why  have  other  publications 
with  the  exception  of  NAMBLA,  refused  to  carry 
this  story  since  it  is  a  classic  case  of  injustice?  Does 
the  fact  that  Richard  is  now  over  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  make  people  forget  that  he  is  still  a  gay 
American  man,  fighting  for  true  justice  which  will 
eventually  help  all  gay  Americans?  I  would  like  to 
believe  that  the  reason  that  nothing  much  has  been 
done  to  help  this  man  who  is  really  in  need,  is 
because  of  the  fact  that  people  are  still  not  fully 
aware  of  the  great  problems  and  the  facts  not  fully 
revealed  nationwide. 

I  am  hoping  that  by  my  taking  the  time  to 
explain  these  things  to  you  and  your  readers,  that 
help  in  the  form  of  letters,  petitions,  and  especially 
badly  needed  financial  support  will  be 
forthcoming.  1  don’t  know  what  your  readership 
is,  but  I’m  certain  that  if  only  3,000  men  and 
women  would  only  send  a  few  dollars,  that 
Richard  would  then  have  the  means  to  fight  this 
case  the  way  it  should  be  fought.  Legal  debts  are 
rising  rapidly,  and  transcripts  and  copies  are  still 
badly  needed  to  appeal  the  verdict.  Meanwhile,  he 
has  to  eat  and  to  live  in  Holland.  I  am  asking  on 
his  behalf,  for  everyone  who  becomes  aware  of 
this  case  to  make  their  friends  aware  of  this  terrible 
injustice  also.  I’m  asking  for  unity,  action,  and 
promptness,  as  this  case  is  being  decided  in  the 
Netherlands  now,  as  you  read  about  it.  Should  the 
decision  be  negative  as  is  suspected,  then  a  costly 
campaign  will  have  to  be  organized  at  once  to 
reverse  the  decision,  and  failing  that,  he  will  have 
to  be  flown  to  another  country. 

If  people  want  to  send  letters  to  the  Qu^sn,  as 
Tom  Reeves  said,  they  should  specify  that  Bearse 
did  not  receive  a  fair  trial,  that  no  sex  was 
involved,  that  no  request  for  sex  was  involved,  and 
that  there  was  no  violence  or  coercion.  Kevin  took 
a  sauna  with  Bearse  very  willingly,  but  he 
THOUGHT  that  Bearse  might  have  wanted  sex. 
For  that  reason,  and  that  reason  alone,  an 
American  judge  can  now  send  Richard  Bearse  to 
prison  for  the  rest  of  his  life!  If  you  send  a  letter, 
please  send  a  photo  copy  to  his  lawyer.  If  you  send 
a  petition,  please  also  send  a  copy  to  his  lawyer. 

Letters  (the  original)  should  be  sent  to; 

Hare  Majesteit  Koninvin  iiiliana 

der  Nederlanden.  PaleisSoestdijk.  Netherlands. 


Cash  (small  amounts)  can  be  sent  to: 

Gerald  Zwerus 
Korte  Raam  217 
2801  WE,  Gouda 
Netherlands 

Larger  amounts  of  cash  or  checks  may  be  sent  to: 
Defense  Fund 
P.O.  Box  875 
Fitchburg.  MA  01420 

(I  will  keep  GCT*f  informed  of  results  and 

progress.) 

Most  Sincerley, 

Francis  G.  Watkins 
Fitchburg,  MA 

P.S.  Bearse’s  lawyer  is:  John  P.  Ward,  2  Park 
Square  Building,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Editor’s  Note:  We  thank  Francis  Watkins  for  his 
corrections  and  update.  However,  the  quotations 
in  question  were  taken  from  letters  to  Tom  Reeves 
or  GCN  and  we  stand  by  them  as  accurate. 


positive  thinking 

Dear  Friends, 

While  I  agree  with  much  that  Steve  Beren  had  to 
say  in  his  support  of  the  fall  march  at  Washington, 
DC  (“Speaking  Out,”  May  26),  1  don’t  think  that 
I’ll  be  one  of  the  gay  people  in  attendance. 

When  the  ERA  seems  doomed  and  Congres¬ 
sional  representation  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
appears  headed  down  the  same  rocky  road,  it’s 
unlikely,  to  say  the  least,  that  the  national  con¬ 
science  —  allegedly  in  benign  slumber  —  will  be 
aroused  by  a  mass  march  of  dykes  and  faggots 
down  Pennsylvania  Avenue.  Quite  to  the  contrary, 
it  may  well  be  that  the  fanatical  Right,  the  less 
fanatical  Middle  and  the  myriad  conservative  (i.e., 
“hateful”)  religious  organizations  might  seek  to 
manipulate  the  event  —  even  a  nonprovocative  one 
—  as  direct  evidence  of  the  need  for  further 
oppression. 

For  what  it’s  worth.  I’ve  marched  in  five  Gay 
Pride  Parades  in  Boston  and  held  hands  with  my 
lover  at  the  front  of  last  year’s  Gay  Pride  March  in 
Portland  (on  a  Saturday  night!).  But  in  both 
instances,  the  celebratory  aspects  were  more  im¬ 
portant  than  any  official  political  demands,  in  my 
opinion,  and  those  who  accord  decency  to  the 
majority  of  our  elected  officials  are  probably  being 
too  generous. 

Those  who  intend  to  march  in  Washington 
should  know  that  the  American  political  system  is 
usually  responsive  to  only  those  who  represent  the 
concerns  of  white,  heterosexual  males,  and  to 
others  who  sign  on.  At  the  very  least,  gay  marchers 
should  realize  that  their  presence  —  as  justifiable 
as  it  is  —  may  serve  only  to  further  alienate  a 
bigoted  segment  of  the  community.  Under  the 
circumstances,  marchers  should  enjoy  the  presence 
of  one  another  and  celebrate  our  differences  from 
the  heterosexual  majority. 

But  those  who  attend  should  not  be  overly 
respectful  of  the  willingness  of  our  political 
process  to  accommodate  everyone  —  the  record  is 
pretty  poor.  Aiid  it  is  this  bright-eyed  optimism 
that  I  object  to. 

Peace, 

Peter  Prizer 
Portland,  ME 
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L.A.  Gets  Rights  Bill 


Continued  from  Page  1 

On  May  30,  the  bill  came  up  for 
its  second  hearing,  and  for  the 
second  vote.  Voting  was  preceded 
by  40  minutes  of  what  Erwin 
Baker,  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times, 
called  a  “sometimes  emotional 
public  debate.”  Baker  stated  that 
most  of  the  audience  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  chambers  “appeared  to  be  op¬ 
posed  to  the  ordinance.”  Follow¬ 
ing  the  debate.  Council  voted  13-2 
to  pass  the  measure.  Dissenters 
were  Councilpersons  Gibson  and 
Robert  M.  Wilkinson. 

The  ordinance  defines  sexual 
orientation  as  encompassing  “any 
individual  having  or  manifesting 
an  emotional  or  physical 
attachment  to  another  adult  per¬ 
son,  or  having  or  manifesting  a 
preference  for  such  attachment, 
or  having  or  projecting  a  self- 
image  not  associated  with  one’s 
biological  maleness  ...  or  bio¬ 


logical  femaleness.” 

Immediately  prior  to  the  second 
vote,  Wachs  made  a  plea  for  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  measure,  stating  that  it 
was  an  action  long  overdue,  and 
“when  we  deny  one  group  of 
people  their  rights  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  citizens  we  deny  the  city 
the  right  to  its  fullest  contribution 
to  that  group  of  people,  and  we 
deny  the  very  root  of  our  demo¬ 
cratic  principle.”  He  emphasized 
to  the  audience  that  the  ordinance 
does  not  reflect  “an  approval  or 
disapproval  of  anyone’s  life-style, 
but  we  don’t  have  to  agree  with 
other  people’s  life-styles  in  order 
to  protect  our  human  freedoms.” 

Bradley  signed  the  bill  without 
comment.  An  aide  to  the  Mayor 
said,  “He  just  simply  signed  it. 
That’s  his  way  of  saying  he  agrees 
with  the  Council’s  decision.” 


Guilbert  with  Ed  Miskevich 


V-»a. 

Paul  Guilbert 


o 

C3 


Guilbert  has  his  Prom 


■  Continued  from  Page  1 

Paul  said  later  that  he  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyed  himself  at  what 
was  believed  to  be  the  nation’s 
first  Gay  Prom.  He  continued  to 
complain,  however,  about  the  tre¬ 
mendous  amount  of  harassment 
which  he  receives  daily  at  school 
and  hopes  that  the  massive  publi¬ 
city  resulting  from  his  case  will 
encourage  other  gays  in  high 
school  to  “come  out.” 

As  for  Dotterman,  his  only 
complaint  was  that  too  many 
people  came  to  the  door  and  left 
when  informed  that  it  was  a  $5 


per  couple  benefit  for  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Gay  Youth. 

The  Bar  was  decorated  with 
crepe  paper,  lavender  fairies,  and 
cartoon  figures.  Bartenders  Dolly 
and  Tish,  both  in  white  dresses 
with  plunging  necklines,  served 
soft  drinks  from  behind  the  down¬ 
stairs  bar.  Upstairs,  a  drinking 
crowd  gathered  around  to  hear 
song  stylist  Ellie  Boswell  at  the 
piano.  The  event  received  exten¬ 
sive  coverage  in  the  Boston  Herald 
American  and  the  Boston 
Phoenix. 


Rights  Group  Begins  Anew 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

PROVINCETOWN,  MA  — 
The  Human  Rights  Coalition 
(HRC)  of  Provincetown  has  been 
reactivated  after  a  period  of 
diminished  activity.  According  to 
Linda  Weinstein,  board  member 
of  the  HRC,  “We  had  some 
money  left  in  our  treasury  and  we 
have  the  energy  to  get  the  organi¬ 
zation  rolling  again.” 

The  HRC  was  organized  in 
June,  1977,  as  a  result  of  the  Dade 
County,  Florida,  repeal  of  a  gay 
rights  statute.  Over  250  Province- 
town  residents,  businesspersons 
and  tourists  met  then  to  form  the 
group,  and  a  three  part  program 
was  drawn  up.  The  members 
voted  to  boycott  Florida  citrus 
products;  to  boycott  Florida  as  a 
vacation  spot  as  long  as  Anita 
Bryant  was  spokesperson  for  the 
citrus  growers;  and  to  put  pressure 
on  local  State  Representative 
Howard  Cahoon  to  support 
House  Bill  3676,  the  gay  rights  bill 
before  the  1977  Massachusetts 
State  Legislature. 

A  five-member  steering  com¬ 
mittee  (board  of  directors)  was 
elected.  The  committee  drew  up 


the  general  objectives  of  the 
group:  “To  promote,  protect  and 
defend  the  liberties,  rights,  privi¬ 
leges,  and  dignities  of  all  human 
beings  regardless  of  sexual  or  af- 
fectional  preference,  race,  creed, 
color,  national  origin  or  age.” 

Less  than  three  months  after  its 
inception,  HRC  raised  over 
$5,000.  Money  was  donated  to  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  in  New 
York  and  to  the  Boston  Advo¬ 
cates  for  Human  Rights. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  issues  and  a 
general  sense  of  complacency  of 
the  group’s  members,  a  slow¬ 
down  developed  in  the  group’s 
activities  in  the  winter  of  1977- 
1978. 

Earlier  this  year,  some  members 
wanted  to  reactivate  the  group. 
An  election  was  held  and  a  new 
board  was  organized.  The  board 
members  include  Frank  Zampi- 
ello,  Linda  Weinstein,  Barbara 
Stevens,  Steve  Soltesz  and 
Kovacev. 

Future  goals  of  the  group  in¬ 
clude  an  increased  visibility  in 
civic  and  political  activities  in  the 
Provincetown  community. 


Recently  the  HRC  met  with  the 
local  chief  of  police  and  set  up  a 
seminar  between  gay  people  and 
the  summer  police  staff.  This  was 
organized  in  the  hope  of  sensitiz¬ 
ing  the  police  to  the  needs  of  the 
gay  community. 

The  HRC  has  also  donated 
money  to  purchase  little  league 
uniforms  for  local  boys  and  girls. 
Linda  Weinstein  said,  “Some  of 
us  have  children  and  most  of  us 
like  kids.  We  felt  that  in  buying 
the  uniforms  we  are  carrying  on  a 
civic  function  which  increases  our 
visibility  in  a  positive  way.” 

Weinstein  and  others  in  the 
HRC  feel  pride  for  the  Province- 
town  community  and  also  feel 
that  their  group  is  helping  people, 
gay  and  non-gay,  to  get  along 
better.  Weinstein  said,  “Province- 
town  is  a  unique  place.  I  have 
lived  here  year-round  for  over  six 
years,  and  things  are  really  chang¬ 
ing  for  the  better.  The  Portugese 
establishment  and  gays  are  be¬ 
coming  a  real  integrated  commun¬ 
ity.  I  think  our  group  is  helping  in 
this  end.” 
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Did  You  See?i 


Boston  Herald  American 


The  following  column  by  syndi¬ 
cated  columnist  Patrick  J.  Bu¬ 
chanan  appeared  in  the  Boston 
Herald  American  on  April  19, 
1979,  under  the  headline  "Our 
Sex-Drenched  Society.  ” 


Masters  &  Johnson  have  done  it 
again! 

After  observing  “individuals  in 
nearly  6,000  sex  acts  in  their  St. 
Louis  laboratory,”  the  famed  sex 
therapists  have  concluded  that  ho¬ 
mosexuality  is  not  an  illness  but 
simply  a  “learned  behavior.” 

Should  homosexuals  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  take  therapy  to  alter  their 
behavior?  “We  don’t  urge  any  ho¬ 
mosexual  to  change,”  said 
Johnson,  “we  aren’t  attaching 
any  values  here.”  No,  Doc,  and 
they’re  not  “attaching”  them 
much  of  anywhere  else  either. 

Imagine  watching  6,000  sex 
acts.  THAT  is  dedication. 

While  the  findings  will  be 
greeted  in  the  militant  homosexual 
community  like  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  M&J’s  conclusions 
do  not  necessarily  accord  with  the 
facts. 

Only  by  a  vote  of  5,854  to 
3,810,  five  years  ago,  was  homo¬ 
sexuality  taken  off  the  list  of 
mental  illnesses  by  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association.  And 
there  is  considerable  evidence  of 
electoral  hanky-panky  by  the  Na¬ 


tional  Gay  Task  Force.  A  leading 
dissenter.  Dr.  Charles  W.  Socari- 
des,  claimed  that  the  association, 
by  removing  homosexuality  as  a 
mental  disorder,  “sacrificed  our 
scientific  knowledge”  and  emu¬ 
lated  the  Soviet  distortion  of 
genetics  for  political  purposes. 

The  United  States  may  be  shift¬ 
ing  in  a  conservative  direction  on 
defense,  economic,  foreign  and 
social  issues  such  as  court-ordered 
busing,  but  we  long  ago  exceeded 
the  55  mph  limit  toward  what 
some  call  a  more  open,  others  a 
more  decadent,  society. 

Fifty  years  ago,  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  mounted  the 
barricades  on  behalf  of  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti.  Today,  the  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  chapter  mulls  intervention  in 
the  case  of  a  17-year-old  homo¬ 
sexual  lad  who  belives  his  consti¬ 
tutional  rights  were  trampled 
upon  when  he  was  refused  permis¬ 
sion  to  bring  his  boyfriend  to  the 
senior  prom. 

The  easy-access  road  to  the 
best-seller  list  is  to  discover  a  new 
frontier  in  running,  cooking  or 
coupling.  A  struggling  young 
Hawthorne  who  produced  “The 
Scarlet  Letter”  today  would  be 
told,  in  direct  terms  by  his  agent, 
“Listen,  kid,  if  you  want  this 
book  published,  go  back  and  write 


in  some  explicit  sex  between  this 
Hester  chick  and  the  minister. 
Otherwise,  no  advance.” 

A  conservative  friend  tells  me 
he  writes  less  and  less  for  Atlantic 
and  Harper’s  because  the  big 
bucks  are  paid  by  Penthouse  and 
Playboy,  the  latter  of  which  con¬ 
siders  the  former  “tasteless.” 

On  Playboy’s  25th  anniversary, 
the  Chicago  Board  of  Aldermen 
adopted  a  resolution  of  congratu¬ 
lation  to  Hugh  Hefner  for  creat¬ 
ing  a  “magazine  which  is  the 
product  of  talented  journalists, 
editors  and  artists,  and  which  is 
imbued  with  Mr.  Hefner’s 
Playboy  philosophy  stressing  the 
fundamental  importance  of  the 
individual,  freedom  of  expression, 
free  inquiry  and  academic  achieve¬ 
ment  in  education,  separation  of 
church  and  state  and  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  will  of  the  minority 
.  .  .”  That  is  beyond  satire. 

Motoring  across  Chain  Bridge 
to  the  radio  station  for  my  after¬ 
noon  radio  show  last  Friday,  I 
passed  through  cultural  shock 
listening  to  two  authors  discuss¬ 
ing,  enthusiastically,  their  new 
book  describing  the  therapeutic 
and  psychological  benefits  of 
masturbation.  Look  for  it  in  the 
top  10. 

Picking  up  the  March/May  edi¬ 


tion  of  Public  Opinion,  one  finds 
there  a  piece  by  television  critic 
Michael  Robinson  on  the  latest 
trends  on  the  tube: 

“With  few  exceptions,  prime 
time  has  become  a  plug  for  sexual 
openness  and  freedom.  But  the 
plug  doesn’t  stop  there.  Entertain¬ 
ment  television  serves  as  a  soft¬ 
core,  progressive  statement  about 
love,  marriage,  drugs,  blacks, 
women  and  gays.  Between  the 
news  break  and  the  commercials, 
the  values  on  prime-time  tele¬ 
vision  are  consistently  liberal  chic. 

“Television  loves  sex  —  espe¬ 
cially  sex  between  consenting 
adults  who  happen  NOT  to  be 
married  to  each  other.  .  .  .  Last 
season’s  favorite  prime-time  sop 
was  clearly  the  misunderstood, 
harassed  homosexual  —  always 
white  (black  gayness  is  still  a  bit 
too  much  for  TV),  always  profes¬ 
sional,  and  always  the  innocent 
victim.” 

The  indictment  of  Larry  Flynt 
for  publishing  the  raw  sewage 
called  Hustler,  was  equated  by 
some  American  “artists”  and 
“intellectuals”  with  the  Soviet 
persecution  of  Alexandr  Solzhen¬ 
itsyn. 

In  the  FBI  category  of  major 
crimes,  rape  appears  to  be  a 


growth  stock.  Some  months  back, 
the  number  of  legal  abortions  in 
the  United  States  passed  the  magic 
'  mark  —  six  million.  On  Monday, 
a  newsletter  “catering  to  the  sex 
industry”  estimated  “on  the  con¬ 
servative  side”  that  there  are  1.3 
million  prostitutes  in  the  Affluent 
Society,  many  of  them  secretaries 
and  housewives  picking  up  extra 
cash  by  walking  the  streets  or 
working  the  massage  parlors. 

Anthropologists  report  new  evi¬ 
dence  that  we  are  all  descended 
from  monkeys  —  which  seems  a 
nasty  libel  on  the  pithecoid  ape. 

One  need  not  be  Anthomy 
Comstock  to  raise  one’s  hand  and 
inquire  politely,  where  it  is  we  are 
headed  —  up  toward  the  shining 
City  on  the  Hill  or  back  into  the 
slime. 

On  his  75th  birthday,  social 
critic  Malcolm  Muggeridge  volun¬ 
teered  25  important  lessons  he  has 
learned  in  a  full  life.  First  among 
them: 

“When  Mortal  men  try  to  live 
without  God  they  infallibly  suc¬ 
cumb  to  megalomania  or  eroto¬ 
mania,  or  both.  The  raised  fist  or 
the  raised  phallus.  Nietzsche  or  D. 
H.  Lawrence.  Pascal  said  this, 
and  the  contemporary  world 
abundantly  bears  it  out.” 
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PLEASE  JOIN  US 


FOR 


THE  GRAND  OPENING  OF 


THURSDA  Y EVENING  JUNE  14 

NINE  O  ^CL  OCK 


733  Boylston  Street,  Boston  262-2480 

Free  Validated  Parking  in  Prudential  Center  Garage 
“Boston’s  Hottest  Disco  and  Cruise  Bar” 
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IHWHWEXIALITY 
IX  raUSUtO’lVE 


By  William  H.  Masters,  M.D., 
Co-Director,  and  Virginia  E.  Johnson, 
D.Sc.  (Hon.),  Co-Director,  The  Masters  and 
Johnson  Institute,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
450  pages  #549843  $17.50 


Unquestionably  the  most 
authoritative  and  eye-opening 
booh  on  gay  sex  ever  published. 

Available  at  your  local  bookstore 

Little,  Brown  and  Company 


Beacon  Hill  Bar  Blamed 


BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Boston 
Licensing  Board  has  concluded  ‘ 
several  days  of  hearings 
regarding  the  operation  of  the 
Beacon  Hill  bar,  Father’s  Three. 
Neighborhood  residents  blamed 
the  bar  for  late-night  noise,  lit¬ 
tering,  and  the  attraction  of  out¬ 
side  “criminal  elements’’ into  the 
neighborhood.  Rep.  Barney 
Prank  urged  the  Board  to  curtail 

the  bar’s  hours  to  a  midnight 
closing,  rather  than  the  present  2 
a.m.  closing  time. 

As  a  straight  bar  in  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  gay  neighborhood 
(Charles  Street),  Father’s  Three 
has  been  well-known  in  the  gay 
community  as  the  favorite  drink¬ 
ing  spot  for  young  men  —  often 
from  places  like  the  North  End, 
Somerville,  and  Charlestown  — 
who  attack  gays.  Officials  of  the 
Beacon  Hill  Civic  Association 
(BHCA)  obtained  support  from 
many  people  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  in  their  legal  case  against 
the  bar. 


However,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
hearings,  Francis  J.  DiMento,  at¬ 
torney  for  the  bar’s  owner,  Harry 
Vara,  produced  a  line  of  witnesses 
who  testified  that  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  neighborhood  harassment 
on  Beacon  Hill  is  the  product  of 
Sporters,  the  gay  men’s  bar  four 
blocks  away.  An  elderly  woman 
stated  that  she  always  crossed 
Cambridge  Street  when  passing 
Spotters,  claiming  that  the  gay 
patrons  on  the  sidewalk  taunt  her 
“because  I’m  not  gay.’’  Stephen 
Olesky,  a  former  BHCA  president 
who  is  representing  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  before  the  Licensing  Board, 
did  not  respond  to  DiMento’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  turn  the  Father’s  Three 
hearing  into  a  Sporters  hearing. 

GCN  sources  reported  that 
DiMento’s  strategy  was  a  manifes¬ 
tation  of  Vara’s  longtime  con¬ 
tempt  for  Chester  Wolf,  owner  of 
Sporters  and  one  of  his  earliest 
competitors. 

The  Licensing  Board  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  list  of  possible  restric- 


Supreme  Court  Rejects  Gay 
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that  they  weren’t  discriminating 
against  us  as  homosexuals,  but 
rather  discriminating  on  the 
content  of  the  advertisement,’’  he 
said.  “The  court  agreed  that  The  ' 
Sun  had  an  editorial  right  to  pro¬ 
tect  its  reputation  and  profits.  To 
the  court,  freedom  of  press  was 
the  issue.  The  court  also  agreed 
with  the  lower  court’s  opinion 
that  honest  bias  is  not  unreason¬ 
able.’’ 

The  Chief  Justice  and  two 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  wrote  the  minority  decision 
stating  that  “editorial  control 
does  not  have  the  right  to  circum¬ 


vent  human  rights  issues.’’  These 
three  justices  agreed  with  the 
lower  Board  of  Enquiry  in  Van¬ 
couver  in  its  ruling  against  The 
Sun. 

GCN  asked  Flood  what  impact 
the  ruling  will  have  on  human 
rights  issues  in  Canada.  He 
replied,  “This  ruling  leaves  the 
door  wide  open  for  discrimination 
[against]  gays,  blacks,  women,  the 
elderly,  and  all  other  minorities.  It 
allows  people  to  plead  financial 
reasons  for  getting  around  the 
human  rights  code.  ’ ’ 

Despite  his  disappointment, 
Flood  did  not  feel  defeated.  He 
said,  “I  have  never  had  much  con- 
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former  practice  of  filing  com¬ 
plaints  with  human  rights  or 
human  relations  commissions. 

A  second  suit,  however,  which 
was  heard  in  the  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  with  the  federal 
Equal  Employment  Opportunities 
Commission  as  the  defendant, 
had  exactly  the  opposite  effect. 

That  court,  in  a  2-1  decision, 
held  that  gay  persons  are  not 
entitled  to  invoke  the  equal  pro¬ 


tection  clause  in  employment  dis¬ 
crimination  cases,  basing  its 
finding  on  the  opinion  that  gay 
persons  are  not  a  “suspect  class’’ 
and  are  therefore  not  entitled  to 
the  equal  protection  clause. 

Gay  lawyers  in  California  have 
expressed  the  hope  that,  in  light  of 
the  state  Supreme  Court  decision, 
the  California  Legislature  will 
now  be  persuaded  to  amend  the 
Fair  Employment  Practices  Act  to 


tions  to  be  placed  on  the  Father’s 
Three  license.  A  vote  on  them  may 
be  taken  sometime  this  week. 

Toronto 

Unhappy 
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and  suggested  the  relatively  small 
size  was  due  to  its  militance  as  well 
as  to  the  haste  of  its  organization. 
“It  was  the  first  time  we’d  demon¬ 
strated  specifically  against  the 
police  at  their  own  building,’’  he 
commented.  “A  solid  wall  of 
police  officers  guarded  the  build¬ 
ing.  They  knew  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  San  Francisco,  and  were 
afraid  it  might  happen  here.’’ 
There  were  no  incidents,  however. 

The  Working  Group  has 
demanded  another  meeting  with 
the  police  commission  in  the  next 
two  weeks,  to  respond  formally  to 
the  70-page  report.  “Unlike  the 
police  commission,  we  don’t  need 
two  months  to  reply,’’  Trollope 
declared. 

Tide 


fidence  in  the  court  system 
because  essentially  it  is  an  arm  of 
the  government.  Never  in  any 
fundamental  way  will  it  be  in  our 
favor.  This  long  series  of  trials 
had  the  impact  of  organizing  a  lot 
of  people  throughout  Canada. 
People  organized  around  us  in 
local  communities  and  in  the 
streets  where  real  change  takes 
place.  Real  change  takes  place 
outside  the  courtrooms.  That  is 
one  thing  that  ‘liberal-minded 
souls’  tend  to  forget.  A  long  time 
ago  I  adopted  the  old  radical 
adage  which  I  still  live  by  today. 
‘Don’t  mourn,  organize’.’’ 


include  sexual  orientation.  Cur¬ 
rently,  discrimination  is  prohib¬ 
ited  on  the  basis  of  race,  religious 
creed,  color,  national  origin,  an¬ 
cestry,  physical  handicap,  medical 
condition,  marital  status,  or  sex. 

Knutson  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  with  the  Circuit  Court 
ruling,  but  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
cision  is  “a  landmark  ruling,  far- 
reaching  and  precedent-setting.’’ 
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BOSTON 

Welcomes  our 
newest  neighbor 

To  The  Back  Bay 
Business  Community 


By  John  Kyper 

As  one  who  has  witnessed  for  years  the  eye-gouging  factionalism  of 
New  York’s  gay  politics  (from  Boston,  fortunately),  1  didn’t  imagine  that 
San  Francisco  could  possibly  be  any  worse.  Well,  1  was  wrong.  I’ve  been 
here  for  several  months  now,  and  it’s  all  beginning  to  remind  me  of 
George  Orwell’s  Animal  Farm:  Having  achieved  a  degree  of  political  and 
economic  power  seen  nowhere  else  in  the  United  States,  those  gays  are 
deluding  themselves  who  think  they  have  thereby  achieved  liberation. 

The  gay  population  of  San  Francisco  is  growing  at  a  rate  conserva¬ 
tively  estimated  at  sixty  persons  per  week,  or  over  3000  a  year  —  in  a  city 
whose  overall  population  is  declining.  Speculators,  some  gay  and  some 
not,  are  buying  up  housing  at  a  phenomenal  rate,  doubling  and  tripling 
rents  to  exploit  the  growing  market,  forcing  blacks  and  Latinos  out  of 
their  own  neighborhoods.  And  the  political  squabbles  of  the  gay 
community  play  into  the  hands  of  a  mayor  who  has  been  fueling  a  back¬ 
lash  in  her  attempt  to  obtain  an  electoral  mandate. 

Last  September  1  visited  San  Francisco  in  the  midst  of  the  campaign 
against  Proposition  6.  No  one  ever  united  the  community  as  effectively  as 
John  Briggs  did.  Differences  were  temporarily  put  aside  for  the  common 
effort.  Many  people  who  had  never  before  been  active  were  mobilized 
into  the  struggle.  Harvey  Milk  and  Sally  Gearhart  emerged  as  the  primary 
spokespersons  against  Six,  and  their  television  performance  in  debating 
Sen.  Briggs  deserves  some  of  the  credit  for  its  defeat. 

1  moved  to  San  Francisco  the  week  before  Christmas.  The  city  was 
just  beginning  to  recover  from  the  shocks  of  the  month  before  —  first 
Jonestown,  and  then  the  murder  of  Milk  and  Mayor  George  Moscone. 
Joan  Baez  performed  a  Christmas  concert  on  City  Hall  steps,  recalling 
her  appearance  at  the  moving  candle  light  march  on  November  27th.  “A 
cop  killed  Harvey  —  why?”  was  stenciled  on  sidewalks  in  the  Upper 
Market,  and  “Milk  Lives”  emblazoned  the  side  of  a  Castro  Street  bank. 
The  march  is  now  a  legend,  recalled  with  reverence:  “Until  now  the 
meaning  of  gay  pride  had  eluded  me,”  wrote  one  participant,  “1  now 
understand.” 

The  assassination  left  a  huge  vacuum.  The  wTangling  among  those 
who  want  to  fill  it  promises  to  become  increasingly  bitter  as  the  election 
campaign  heats  up.  Meanwhile,  anti-gay  violence  has  escalated,  from 
both  gang  attacks  and  the  police.  Gay  distrust  for  the  new  mayor  has 
grown  commensurately,  after  she  dawdled  for  weeks  before  naming  a  new 
supervisor  for  District  Five.  “Dump  Dianne”  buttons  have  become 
popular,  and  her  resemblance  to  Anita  Bryant  has  made  her  the  butt  of 
many  bad  jokes.  Some  of  the  attacks  have  become  a  way  for  many  gay 
men  to  vent  their  misogyny. 

Dianne  Feinstein  had  been  an  early  supporter  of  gay  rights.  In  1971 
she  introduced  the  first  antidiscrimination  bill  in  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  Yet  she  also  had  a  reputation  as  a  “prude.”  She  was  disliked 
for  her  moralistic  utterances,  like  “Gays  should  set  standards,”  and  that 
the  community  should  “get  its  act  together”  as  well  as  for  her 
longstanding  crusade  against  pornography.  In  a  bizarre  incident  last 
summer,  she  engendered  further  distrust  when,  acting  on  a  tip  from  the 
Reverend  Ray  Broshears,  editor  of  the  Crusader,  a  gay  version  of  the 
National  Enquirer,  she  had  the  police  arrest  former  Qub  Baths  chain 
owner  Jack  Campbell  for  running  an  alleged  prostitution  service  in  her 
“althy  Pacific  Heights  neighborhood. 


Dianne  Feinstein 


She  was  twice  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  mayor.  The  long-time 
suptervisor  was  seen  as  a  representative  of  “downtown,”  the  big  business 
interests  responsible  for  the  “Manhattanization”  of  the  city.  She  had 
opposed  the  change  to  district  elections  when  it  was  approved  in  1976. 
From  his  initial  refusal  to  make  her  election  as  Board  president 
unanimous.  Milk,  a  self-styled  neighborhood  representative,  was  her 
constant  antagonist.  She  was  a  mentor  to  Dan  White  and  she  supported 
his  reappointment. 

In  the  wake  of  the  tragedy,  Feinstein  appealed  for  an  end  to  “rancor 
between  neighborhoods  and  downtown,  different  races,  different  life¬ 
styles.  The  City’s  emotional  reconstruction  can  only  come  about  through 
a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  accommodation,”  she  said.  The  new  mayor 
attempted  to  mollify  the  gay  community  by  announcing  her  “moral  re¬ 
sponsibility”  to  name  another  homosexual  to  Harvey’s  seat  —  and  she 
publicized  a  telegram  from  John  Briggs  attacking  her  decision. 

Twenty-five  candidates  applied  for  the  position.  Anne  Kronenberg, 
Milk’s  administrative  assistant,  emerged  the  leading  contender,  with  the 
most  visible  neighborhood  support.  Over  2000  people  from  throughout 
the  District  petitioned  for  her  appwintment.  But  Feinstein  was  not  about 
to  apptoint  a  24-year-old  lesbian-feminist  to  the  Board,  one  whose  politics 
were  too  radical  for  her  tastes.  She  explained  that  she  was  “concerned 
about  her  youth”  and  looking  “for  a  more  mature  person.”  Kronenberg 
had  just  moved  into  Harvey’s  old  apartment,  and  the  city  attorney  ruled 
that  she  had  to  be  a  District  5  resident  for  thirty  days.  (She  had  moved  out 
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of  Five  several  months  before  because  she  could  no  longer  afford  its 
rents.) 

Naming  a  successor  proved  a  messy  business.  Feinstein  was  haunted 
by  an  embarrassing  legacy  that  was  bound  to  leak  out;  Milk  had  received 
a  death  threat  several  days  after  his  election  in  November,  1977,  and  had 
left  tapes  with  friends  to  be  played  on  the  event  of  his  death.  Included 
were  instructions  to  the  mayor,  naming  four  people  he  approved  as  pos¬ 
sible  successors,  including  Kronenberg  —  and  four  he  considered  unac- 
ceptables.  The  “enemies  list”  included  Rick  Stokes,  whom  he  had  just 
defeated,  and  Democratic  party  activist  Jim  Foster.  The  four  were 
prominent  members  of  the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Democratic  Club  and  had 
opposed  him  in  an  earlier  bid  for  State  Assembly.  San  Francisco  has  three 
gay  Democratic  clubs  (and  two  gay  Republican  clubs).  Toklas,  represent¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  Advocate  publisher  David  Goodstein  and  the  estab¬ 
lished  gay  “leadership,”  had  opposed  Milk  as  an  upstart. 

Feinstein  took  six  weeks  to  find  a  replacement  who  was  suitable  to 
her.  Some  allege  she  wanted  a  candidate  who  carried  the  Milk  image,  but 
without  his  militant  politics.  She  eventually  settled  on  Harry  Britt,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  S.F.  Gay  Democratic  Club,  which  had  just  been  renamed  for 
Harvey,  its  cofounder.  Although  Britt  was  named  as  acceptable,  he  was  a 
Kronenberg  supporter,  he  claims,  until  the  mayor  convinced  him  she  was 
not  going  to  appoint  Anne.  He  insists  that  he  made  no  promises,  save  that 
he  would  not  embarrass  her  or  make  her  look  foolish. 

Many  of  Anne’s  supporters,  particularly  women,  accused  Britt  of 
“betrayal,”  of  making  a  back-room  deal  with  the  mayor  (see  GCN:  Vol. 
5,  #40,  p.  10).  In  his  column  in  the  Sentinel,  Jack  Davis  bitterly  held  “the 
treachery  of  Britt  &  Co. . . .  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  any  further 
coalitions  between  lesbians  and  gay  men.”  Whether  or  not  the  situation 
was  as  grim  as  he  had  portrayed,  damage  had  been  done. 

Feinstein  had  split  the  progressive  coalition  that  had  elected  Harvey 
Milk.  Although  she  had  enlisted  the  advice  of  community  groups  in 
naming  her  own  successor  in  District  Two,  she  allowed  no  such  imput 
from  District  Five,  which  includes  Noe  Valley,  Castro  and  Haight- 
Ashbury.  It  is  the  most  diverse,  liberal  part  of  the  city.  Writing  in  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter  (BAR),  Tavern  Guild  president  Wayne  Friday  voiced  the 
prevalent  suspicion  that  “Dianne  Feinstein  set  us  up  —  to  create 
bitterness  and  confusion  ...  so  that  no  Gay  person  could  win  the  seat  in 
November.” 

Britt  was  clearly  a  compromise  choice  for  the  mayor.  He  was  not  well 
known.  Not  surprisingly,  he  is  using  his  incumbency  at  every  opportunity 
to  build  name  recognition  for  November,  when  he  may  face  a  dozen 
candidates.  (The  novelty  of  district  elections  has  made  for  chaos.  In  1977, 
the  first  time  supervisors  were  not  elected  at  large,  Harvey  won  with  30% 
in  a  field  of  18.)  As  a  measure  of  Britt’s  urgency,  he  obtained  the 
endorsement  of  the  Milk  Gay  Democrats  in  February  —  over  eight 
months  before  the  election  and  six  months  before  the  filing  deadline. 
Club  President  Bill  Kraus  justified  the  vote  by  noting  that  the  Club,  after 
all,  was  Britt’s  power  base,  and  the  pretense  of  considering  other 
candidates  would  be  hypocritical. 

Discouraging  a  proliferation  of  gay  candidates  was  the  motivation 
behind  the  early  endorsement.  Britt  and  his  supporters  contend  that  he  is 
the  only  gay  candidate  who  can  win.  Jack  Davis  labeled  this  justification 
part  of  a  “big  fear  campaign,”  noting  that  District  5  cannot  be  called  a 
“gay  district”  because  it  does  not  have  a  gay  majority  (it’s  about  a  third). 
In  this  view,  electing  a  progressive  candidate  is  more  important  than 
necessarily  electing  a  gay  person.  Others  who  support  Britt  disagree, 
citing  the  “symbolic”  value  of  a  gay  seat  at  this  time. 

Anne  Kronenberg  is  not  running,  and  many  of  the  women  who 
supported  her  are  rallying  around  Kay  Pachtner,  a  feminist  and  consumer 
advocate.  Another  non-gay  candidate  is  Terrance  Hallinan,  who  placed 
second  to  Harvey  and  campaigned  with  pompom  girls  —  on  Castro 
Street.  He  has  strong  labor  backing,  still  an  asset  in  the  only  city  in  the 
country  to  have  had  a  general  strike,  in  1934.  Marjorie  Martin  is  the  token 
homophobe.  She  recently  amused  a  public  hearing  on  nude  beaches  by 
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graphically  describing  her  outrage  after  visiting  Polk  and  Castro  streets 
on  Halloween  night. 

Several  prominent  gays  have  announced  their  candidacies;  Howard 
Wallace  is  a  gay  activist  who  founded  Bay  Area  Gay  Liberation  (BAGL) 
in  1974.  Bob  Ross,  publisher  of  BAR  and  “Emperor  de  San  Francisco,” 
was  another  one  of  the  four  people  Milk  had  approved.  Dennis  Peron 
organized  last  year’s  successful  campaign  for  Proposition  W,  instructing 
city  police  not  to  enforce  laws  against  marijuana,  possession.  In  1977  he 
ran  for  Charter  commission  from.a  jail  cell,  after  selling  some  of  the  weed 
to  an  undercover  policewoman.  A  lesbian  candidate  has  just  filed,  Carole 
Migden,  director  of  the  Pacific  Center,  Berkeley’s  gay  community  center. 
And  there’s  Leonard  Matlovich,  who  was  booed  recently  after  he  ha¬ 
rangued  people  at  a  Castro  Street  rally  —  of  all  places  —  to  “come  out  of 
the  closet.”  At  least  the  ending  won’t  be  quite  so  chaotic  as  in  1977:  If  no 
candidate  gets  40%  of  the  vote  a  runoff  has  been  added. 

The  November  tragedies  led,  once  again,  to  a  national  orgy  of 
Califomia-baiting.  All  of  the  old  heavies  were  trotted  out  to  titillate  the 
public:  Charles  Manson,  the  Symbionese  Liberation  Army,  Sarah  Jane 
Moore.  Homophobia  added  a  new  twist,  after  the  media  attention  on  the 
Proposition  6  struggle.  Someone  from  Texas  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Examiner  calling  the  city  (what;  else?)  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and 
William  Loeb  salivated  on  that  tired  refrain  in  a  front  page  editorial 
tirade  in  the  Manchester,  N.H.  Union-Leader. 

Here,  however,  the  backlash  was  more  focused.  The  day  after  the 
shootings,  Guy  Wright’s  column  in  the  Examiner  bore  the  weepy 
headline,  “Is  San  Francisco  Guilty?”  Throwing  in  the  obligatory 
references  to  “oddball  notions  .  .  .  kook  cults  and  crackpot 
conspiracies,”  he  climaxed  with  flag-waving  oratory:  “.  .  .  the  Hookers 
Ball  and  Gay  Night  on  Polk  Street  are  big  events  of  the  year,  but  a  parade 
honoring  war  veterans  is  too  much  of  a  bother.” 

Mayor  Feinstein  has  added  her  rhetoric  to  the  fray.  Her  use  of  code¬ 
words  like  “lifestyle”  to  play  on  people’s  fears  recalls  Louise  Day  Hicks’ 
success  with  “forced  busing”  and  Nixon’s  use  of  “crime  in  the  streets.” 
Distrust  flamed  into  outrage  after  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  published  an 
interview  with  her,  in  which  she  stated:  “The  right  of  an  individual  to 
live  as  he  or  she  chooses  can  become  offensive.  .  .  .  It’s  fine  for  us  to  live 
here  respecting  each  other’s  lifestyles,  but  that  doesn’t  mean  imposing 
them  on  others.”  Many  considered  her  remarks  incitement  to  the  very 
backlash  she  professed  to  deplore. 

At  the  beginning  of  April  Charles  McCabe’s  column  in  the 
Chronicle  tied  Dan  White’s  motivations  and  possible  defense  strategy  to 
“the  homosexual  invasion  of  this  city  during  the  past  decade.”  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  5,  #39).  As  accurate  as  he  may  have  been  in  diagnosing  some 

of  the  forces  that  drove  Dan  White  —  forces  ignored  during  the  trial _ 

McCabe’s  signal  fault  was  his  view  of  the  gay  community  as  monolithic, 
an  impersonal  mass  buying  up  housing  and  pricing  people  out  of  their 
own  neighborhoods.  It  was,  in  its  own  insidious  way,  inflammatory. 

There  are  few  statistics,  but  it  is  clear  the  violence,  both  psycho¬ 
logical  and  physical,  has  increased  in  recent  months,  just  as  it  esciated 
two  years  ago  at  the  time  of  Miami.  There’s  a  lot  more  right-wing  graffiti: 
“KKK,”  “Kill  Fags”  and  “Dan  White  for  Pres.”  are  spraypainted  on 
walls  and  trolley  shelters,  especially  around  Dolores  Park,  between  the 
Castro  and  the  Mission  districts. Reports  of  beatings  and  stabbings  appear 
weekly.  Adolescent  unemployment,  sexual  confusion  and  films  like  “The 
Warriors”  encourage  the  violence. 

Gay  response  to  the  violence  has  been  vigorous.  Two  years  ago,  after 
Robert  Hillsborough  was  murdered  following  an  altercation  with  a 
Latino  gang  at  a  Mission  hot  dog  stand,  the  “Butterfly  Brigade” 
patrolled  the  Castro  Street  area.  However,  this  was  exhausting  work, 
relying  on  too  few  people.  It  eventually  lost  support  after  the  attacks 
subsided.  This  time  the  violence  is  more  widespread,  part  of  a  city-wide 
increase  in  assaults  and  murders.  The  idea  of  community  participation  in 
neighborhood  safety  h^  expanded  with  the  “whistle  campaign.”  People 
are  urged  to  carry  a  whistle  on  their  keyrings  and  to  come  to  each  other’s 


aid  in  case  of  trouble.  Over  6(XX3  whistles  have  been  sold  on  the  streets  of 
San  Francisco.  They  are  loud  and  effective.  “I  wish  to  thank  the  residents 
on  Collingwood  Street  for  responding  to  my  call  for  help  .  .  .  when  I  was 
attacked  by  three  youths,”  wrote  a  “thankful  victim”  in  an  open  letter. 

In  mid-April  Community  United  Against  Violence  led  a  “blow  the 
whistle  on  violence”  rally  in  Harvey  Milk  Plaza,  at  the  comer  of  Market 
and  Castro.  Four  hundred  people  attended.  One  speaker  addressed  the 
incident  at  Peg’s  Place  March  30th,  when  two  drunken  off-duty  police¬ 
men  (allegedly  coming  home  from  a  bachelor  party  for  Patty  Hearst’s 
fiance)  invaded  a  lesbian  bar  and  assaulted  two  people  (see  GCN:  Vol.  5 
#40).  One  officer  was  from  Vice,  the  other  Narcotics.  Another  speaker 
noted  police  apathy  toward  gang  attacks  and  questioned  whether  they 
were  worth  calling  at  all. 

One  out  of  three  calls  to  Britt’s  office  concerns  violence  or  police 
harassment.  The  relationship  between  San  Francisco’s  gay  and  lesbian 
communities  and  the  police  has  been  one  of  frequent  contradiction  and 
conflict.  Several  days  after  the  rally,  the  Public  Affairs  officer  of  Mission 
Station  attended  an  open  forum  organized  by  Community  United.  He 
fielded  many  questions  and  complaints,  but  people  were  critical  of  his 
promises  of  better  police  response.  Although  officers  patrolling  the 
Castro  include  some  of  the  better  police  in  the  city,  one  person 
complained  in  BAR  that  in  increasing  their  presence  “the  police  also 
threaten  more  arrests  for  victimless  crime  such  as  loitering,  drug  using 
and  selling,  and  sex.” 

Chief  Charles  Gain,  Moscone’s  appointee,  is  considerably  more  lib¬ 
eral  than  most  police.  How  far  his  attitude  has  penetrated,  though,  is 
open  to  debate.  Members  of  the  homophobic  Cops  for  Christ  have  been 
promoted  through  the  ranks.  Shortly  after  the  assassination  several 
policemen  were  seen  wearing  “Free  Dan  White”  tee  shirts.  In  this 
environment,  few  members  of  the  community  openly  oppose  the  recruit¬ 
ment  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  into  the  Police  Department  —  whatever 
their  misgivings.  It’s  a  little  like  getting  blacks  onto  the  Alabama  State 
Police. 

Feinstein  had  been  one  of  Gain’s  frequent  critics  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  When  she  became  mayor,  according  to  a  common  rumor, 
she  gave  him  six  months  to  “clean  up”  the  Tenderloin  or  find  another 
job.  The  Tenderloin  is  one  of  the  last  low-income  neighborhoods  in  the 
downtown  area.  For  years  it  has  been  a  stubborn  target  of  attempts  to 
clean  it  up,  with  its  bars,  porn  shops  and  cheap  hotels.  Its  racially  diverse 
population  includes  the  elderly,  poor  gays,  transvestites,  hustlers, 
prostitutes,  ex-convicts  and  junkies.  Her  motives  may  be  more  than  just 
political;  she  owns  property  there,  the  Carlton  Hotel  on  Sutter  Street. 

Early  in  December  she  announced  that  the  Tenderloin  was  a  priority 
—  even  though  it  already  had  a  quarter  of  the  city’s  serious  crime  arrests. 

A  week  later  three  officers  invaded  the  Crystal  Hotel  and  beat  up  and 
arrested- five  of  its  residents.  One  man  was  thrown  against  a  wall  with 
such  force  that  he  left  a  large  hole  in  the  plaster.  The  manager  was  thrown 
to  the  floor  and  kicked  in  the  ribs.  Hank  Wilson,  the  hotel’s  owner  and  a 
gay  activist,  arrived  on  the  scene  and  demanded  to  know  what  was 
happening.  The  officer  in  charge.  Sergeant  Edward  Fowlie,  answered, 
“Why  should  you  care?  They’re  just  a  bunch  of  fruits.”  A  week  before 
Fowlie  had  called  a  black  tenant  a  “nigger”  in  front  of  the  hotel. 

The  incident  came  to  be  called  “Crystal  Night,”  after  the  Nazi’s 
infamous  rampage  against  the  Jews  in  Germany  forty  years  before.  On 
December  20,  Wilson  led  a  rally  of  50  people  in  front  of  City  Hall  to 
protest  the  police  violence.  Officers  then  attempted  to  intimidate  him, 
inspecting  another  of  his  four  hotels  four  times  in  one  day  and  asking  him 
about  his  fire  insurance,  his  health  and  his  life  expectancy.  After  Fowlie 
threatened  him  again,  Wilson  was  successful  in  getting  him  transferred 
out  of  the  Tenderloin.  The  demonstration  resulted  in  representatives 
from  the  District  Attorney’s  office  investigating  allegations  against  the 
police,  but  there  has  been  no  follow  up.  Wilson  holds  Gain  and  the  Police 
Commission  responsible  for  the  inaction. 

The  harassment  continues:  In  April  police  beat  up  and  arrested  a 
tenant  of  the  Ambassador  Hotel,  after  ransacking  his  room  in  an  illegal 
search.  Neither  the  incidents  nor  the  demonstration  were  covered  by  the 
daily  papers.  Indeed,  the  Examiner  recently  quoted  the  mayor’s 
satisfaction  over  her  Tenderloin  campaign:  “There  has  been  a  dramatic 
improvement  in  a  relatively  brief  period  of  time  and  this  has  happened 
without  charges  of  harassment  or  abuse  of  police  power.” 

Police  have  also  warned  the  hotels  about  youths  under  18  living  there, 
further  illegal  harassment.  A  handful  of  adolescents  live  in  Wilson’s 
hotels,  some  of  them  runaways  thrown  out  of  their  homes  by  the  Anita 
Bryants  and  the  John  Briggses  of  the  nation.  Frequently  they  must  hustle 
in  order  to  survive,  hanging  out  on  neighboring  Market  and  Polk  Streets 
where  arrests  are  common.  “They  just  don’t  want  young  gay  people,” 
Wilson  complains,  “They  don’t  want  them  in  the  building,  they  don’t 
want  them  on  the  street.  There’s  no  place  for  them  to  go.” 

For  a  short  time  this  winter  and  spring,  many  adult  gay  men  were 
worried  that  they  themselves  might  have  no  place  to  go.  Older  men 
recalled  the  police  repression  that  was  commonplace  two  decades  ago, 
during  George  Christopher’s  tenure  as  mayor.  Coincident  with  the 
publication  of  Feinstein’s  interview  in  the  Journal,  it  was  revealed  that 
District  Attorney  Joe  Freitas  had  conducted  a  six  month  investigation  of 
gay  private  clubs,  where  sexual  activity  was  happening,  in  response  to  a 
letter  from  Ray  Broshears.  It  was  learned  that  undercover  members  of  the 
Vice  Squad  had  visited  these  places  several  times  each.  Five  were  cited  for 
violation  of  California’s  “red  light  abatement”  laws,  in  a  civil  action.  If 
convicted,  each  of  the  businesses  could  be  closed  down  as  a  “public 
nuisance.” 

A  mixture  of  anger  and  paranoia  swept  through  the  community 
when  the  actions  became  known.  Some  wondered  if  the  baths  were  next. 
“These  places  provide  a  public  service  by  giving  private  refuges  for  people 
to  have  anonymous  sex,”  was  one  typical  reaction.  “If  they  are  closed, 
we’ll  have  a  deluge  of  arrests  in  the  parks.”  It  was  argued  that  the  police 
could  better  spend  public  money  by  protecting  people  against  violent 
crime.  A  Libertarian  Party  initiative  to  abolish  the  Vice  Squad  received  an 
enthusiastic  response,  including  the  endorsement  of  Harry  Britt.  “We’re 
paying  $2  million  a  year,”  he  said,  “to  have  these  morally  deficient 
people  snoop  in  our  lives.” 

Gay  outrage  successfully  stopped  the  red  light  abatement  campaign. 

A  few  weeks  after  the  complaints  were  filed,  Freitas  announced  a  face¬ 
saving  out  of  court  settlement  with  the  clubs,  which  agreed  to  a  few  small 
settlements  to  prevent  members  of  the  general  public  from  walking  in 
unaware. 
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Changing  gay  opinion  toward  the  city  adminstration  was  demon¬ 
strated  most  dramatically  by  the  Golden  Gay  Business  Association,  the 
normally  conservative  gay  business  association.  In  January  its  members 
applauded  Chief  Gain  when  he  defended  his  department  against  Britt’s 
charges  that  police  were  harassing  bar  patrons  on  Castro  and  Polk 
Streets.  Two  months  later  he  was  booed  when  he  attended  another 
meeting.  Their  interests  now  felt  threatened.  Association  president 
Arthur  Lazar  printed  up  the  “Dump  Dianne”  buttons. 

In  an  interview  in  the  Sentinel,  Feinstein  professed  ignorance  of  the 
investigation  of  the  private  clubs,  which  she  had  inherited.  Her 
adminstration  is  haunted  by  another  Moscone  legacy,  his  pledge  to 
appoint  a  gay  police  commissioner.  The  issue  has  become  a  source  of 
bitter  contention  with  the  new  mayor.  Thus  far  she  had  refused  to  commit 
herself,  stating  that  “we  cannot  be  ruled  from  the  grave.”  She  has 
promised  only  that  she  would  not  rule  out  appointment  of  a  gay,  and 
“would  make  appointments  based  on  merit  and  need.”  For  many  that  is 
simply  not  enough.  Moscone  had  been  forceful  in  his  support  for  gay 
people,  ordering  flags  in  the  city  flown  at  half-mast  after  Robert  Hills¬ 
borough  was  murdered.  She  is  accused  of  a  “culpability  of  neglect”  for 
not  replicating  his  commitment. 

By  the  end  of  April,  Feinstein  was  clearly  worried  about  her  unpopu¬ 
larity.  In  a  story  in  the  Examiner,  political  writer  W.E.  Barnes  stated  that 
“The  City’s  gays  pose  what  is  probably  the  most  serious  challenge  she  has 
faced  since  becoming  mayor.”  She  hosted  a  meeting  with  over  20  men 
and  women,  representing  various  organizations,  who  presented  their 
dissatisfactions  with  her  performance.  Although  they  were  insistent,  she 
would  concede  little.  “We  left  with  little  more  than  we  came  in  with,” 
one  concluded,  and  another  put  it,  “Feinstein’s  hurting  with  the  gay 
community  —  whether  she  knows  how  much  is  another  matter.” 

With  San  Francisco’s  gay  population  estimated  at  over  100,000  she 
has  plenty  to  worry  about.  In  1975  they  were  responsible  for  Moscone’s 
slim  margin  over  his  right  wing  opponent  in  the  run-off  —  a  fact  that  he 
never  forgot.  Already  there  is  talk  of  running  a  gay  candidate  for  mayor, 
which  would  siphon  off  votes  she  would  need  to  win.  The  damage,  in  any 
case,  may  be  irreparable.  Milton  Marks,  a  Republican  state  senator 
elected  with  gay  support  from  a  normally  Democratic  district,  is 
mentioned  frequently  as  a  possible  candidate  —  though  some  people  are 
angry  that  he  released  his  anti-discrimination  bill  to  be  killed  in  committee 
in  an  apparent  move  of  grandstanding.  Supervisors  Gordon  Lau  and 
Carol  Ruth  Silver  are  also  mentioned.  On  the  Right,  Supervisor  Quentin 
Kopp  has  announced  his  candidacy,  and  ex-mayor  Joe  Alioto  may  jump 
in  the  race. 

Feinstein  nevertheless  continues  to  command  support  from  some 
members  of  the  gay  community.  Several  of  them  concede  her  tendency  to 
put  her  foot  in  her  mouth  with  ill-chosen  words.  George  Mendenhall, 
former  BAR  staff  writer  who  reminisced  about  police  raids  against  the 
Black  Cat  bar  in  the  1950s  in  the  film  fVord  Is  Out,  is  her  most  vocal 
supporter.  She  holds,  he  admits,  some  “puritanical  views  about  sex.  But 
she  has  proven  over  the  years  that  she  has  been  there  when  the  gay 
community  needed  her,  and  that’s  what  we  should  be  looking  at.”  Di(^  ^  J 
Pabich  and  Jim  Rivaldo,  two  of  Milk’s  closest  aides,  will  help 
campaign  by  developing  graphics.  A  week  after  her  initial  meeting, 
Feinstein  held  a  smaller  meeting  with  her  gay  supporters  to  develop 
strategy  to  woo  gay  voters. 

Harry  Britt  is  attempting  to  steer  clear  of  all  the  controversy, 
concentrating  on  his  own  reelection  battle.  It  is  not  in  his  interest  to  be 
optenly  associated  with  one  faction  or  another.  He  views  Pachtner  and 
Hallinan  as  his  most  formidable  opponents.  Befitting  District  5’s 
progressive,  activist  reputation,  there  is  no  strong  conservative  candidate 
in  the  race. 

Howard  Wallace  is  probably  the  most  radical  candidate.  He 
contends  that  there  has  been  a  retreat  in  the  gay  movement  in  the  past 
year,  and  the  leadership  has  moved  to  the  Right,  into  the  Democratic 
clubs  and  closer  to  David  Goodstein.  The  purpose  of  his  insurgent 
campaign  is  to  reverse  this  movement.  He  is  most  critical  of  Britt’s  non- 
militance,  which  suggests  that  gays  must  seek  their  rights  rather  than  fight 
for  them.  How  far  Britt  will  take  his  newfound,  post-riot  militancy 
remains  to  be  seen. 

Hank  Wilson  disagrees  about  Harry:  “After  someone  like  Harvey 
Milk,  the  community  has  high  expectations.”  Certainly  Britt  is  not  as 
used  to  confrontation  politics,  but  he  has  gained  confidence  in  his  short 
tenure,  opposing  nuclear  power  and  police  harassment,  and  being  a 
leader  on  the  board  in  the  fight  for  rent  control  and  against  condominium 
conversion. 

Housing  is,  perhaps,  the  most  critical  issue  in  San  Francisco  today. 

In  the  thirty  years  following  World  War  II,  urban  renewal  dislocated 
thousands  of  people.  The  Bay  Area  Council,  a  corporate  interest  group, 
has  transformed  the  city  into  the  financial  headquarters  for  the  Pacific 
Basin  and  a  tourist  playland.  Industry  has  relocated  to  the  suburbs,  and 
large  areas  of  downtown  have  been  transformed  into  highrise 
developments.  In  the  Western  Addition  acres  of  vacant  land  are  mute 
testimony  to  the  rape  of  the  black  community.  Little  low  income  housing 
has  been  built  to  replace  what  was  lost,  forcing  those  who  have  been 
displaced  to  compete  for  the  leftovers,  or  to  be  squeezed  out  of  the  city  by 
high  rents. 

San  Francisco  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  desirable  of  cities  — 
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A  Night  at  the  Ball 


By  Carl  Wittman 

A  dance  —  prom,  ball,  hop  — 
with  all  its  Byzantine  rules  for 
how  the  opposite  sexes  should  re¬ 
late.  My  first  junior  high  dance 
wasn’t  the  first  time  I  realized  1 
was  “different,”  but  it  was  that 
dance  which  made  me  realize  how 
rough  things  were  going  to  get.  I 
think  of  the  high  school  student  in 
Rhode  Island  who  wants  to  take 
his  man/friend  to  the  prom;  I  ex- 

t1r\TU\»  terror  an<i  Vtope 

of  his  endeavor  by  proxy.  Around 
the  supper  table  a  dyke  friend  tells 
about  how  she  and  her  lover 
danced  “a  slow  one”  together  at 
her  lover’s  sister’s  wedding  —  1 
am  in  awe. 

Recently  some  friend  and  1  at¬ 
tended  a  “ball”in  Portland,  Ore¬ 
gon  —  Scottish  and  English  Coun¬ 
try  Dancing.  Yes,  the  kind  of 
dance  that  Jane  Austen  writes 
about,  that  Johnson  describes  on 
his  tour  of  Scotland.  There  is  a 
“programme,”  with  the  three- 
dozen  dances  of  the  evening,  a  few 
marked  “lassies’  choice.” 

1  love  country  dancing:  the 
music  is  exquisite,  the  dance  pat¬ 
terns  are  lovely,  the  vigor  of  it 
makes  my  body  feel  great  and  the 
mutual  cooperation  among  the 
dancers  is  a  real  high.  In  fact,  1 
make  a  living  teaching  folk  danc¬ 
ing,  and  these  ‘folk’  dances  from 
the  British  Isles  and  New  England 
are  a  large  part  of  what  1  teach. 
But  when  1  teach  them,  1  leave  out 
all  the  sexist  etiquette:  1  emphasize 
the  group  (usually  six  or  eight 
dancers  cooperate,  like  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Square  Dance  set)  rather  than 
the  couple.  In  my  classes  and  in 
social  dances  where  1  live,  the 
gender  of  one’s  partner  is  un¬ 
important,  and  none  of  the  dance 
‘calls’  or  descriptions  that  1  use 
mention  men  or  women  at  all. 

So  when  other  dancers  and  1 
from  this  area  go  off  to  a  country 
dance  elsewhere,  there  is  some  ad¬ 
justing  to  do,  and  it’s  not  always 
comfortable.  A  few  other  groups 
in  the  state  have  adopted  our 
‘liberated’  style  of  dancing,  and 
last  year  there  was  a  non-sexist 
“ball.” 

But  not  this  one.  1  presume  not 
many  GCN  readers  are  interested 
in  country  dancing,  per  se.  But  1 
offer  a  description  of  this  Country 
Dance  Ball,  hoping  it  will  have 
meaning  to  those  whose  interests 
bring  them  in  contact  with  the 
public.  Many  gay  people,  par¬ 
ticularly  iq  the  cities,  mix  socially 
only  with  gay  people.  But  when 
we  end  up,  for  whatever  reasons. 


in  mixed  circles,  there  is  likely  to 
be  a  struggle  over  the  social  un¬ 
derstandings  and  etiquitte. 

We  split  up  the  four-and-one- 
half  hour  drive  by  stopping 
halfway  at  Diane’s  for  lunch.  We 
enjoy  the  food,  chat,  go  over  a 
few  dances  which  we  don’t  know 
too  well.  Diane’s  the  teacher  of 
her  dance  group.  During  the  last 
two  years  she  has  come  to  em¬ 
brace  ‘'non-sexist”  dancing.  So 
her  group,  too,  dances  as  “reds 
and  greens”  rather  than  “men 
and  women.”  She  organized  the 
non-sexist  Ball  last  year,  and  when 
she  got  an  invitation  for  this  ball, 
there  was  a  pencilled-in  P.S.: 
“traditional  formation.”  She  was 
pissed.  She  values  the  changes 
partly  because  they  seem  to  her  a 
more  complete  and  lucid  way  to 
teach;  partly  because  as  a  woman 
she  has  suffered  the  indignities  of 
waiting  to  be  asked  by  a  man  to 
dance;  and  increasingly,  because 
she  is  appalled  by  the  narrow 
mindedness  and  bigotry  she  en¬ 
counters  from  people  who  resist 
our  changes.  Her  response  to  the 
P.S.  was  to  round  up  as  large  a 
number  of  people  to  go  and  chal¬ 
lenge  the  reactionaries  who  were 
organizing  this  ball.  We  are,  be¬ 
tween  our  two  groups,  about  ten 
in  number. 

At  the  Ball,  later  that  evening, 
Diane  is  the  first  person  1  see 
“breaking  rank:”  in  the  first 
dance,  she  and  her  partner  (a 
man)  are  on  “the  wrong  side”  of 
the  set.  At  home  we  don’t  have  “a 
wrong  side”  and  everyone  is 
equally  adept  at  dancing  from 
either  side  of  the  set.  Here,  the 
other  dancers  are  giving  her  a  hard 
time.  1  see  her  confer  with  her 
partner  and  switch  over.  Well,  so 
much  for  round  one.  It’s  only  ten 
minutes  into  the  evening  and  1 
know  what  she’s  going  through: 
you  really  don’t  want  to  create  a 
“scene”  right  away,  and  you’re 
trying  to  have  a  good  time.  1 
mean,  issues  of  importance  are 
staring  you  in  the  face,  but  it  was 
the  prospect  of  exciting  dancing 
that  brought  us  here,  not  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  fight.  I  brush  by  Diane 
after  the  first  dance,  and  she  mut¬ 
ters:  “1  can’t  let  this  go  on  unchal¬ 
lenged.”  We  are  co-conspirators, 
and  being  able  to  share  a  small  set¬ 
back  is  a  helluva  lot  better  than 
feeling  like  you’re  the  only  crazy 
one  on  the  floor. 

The  second  dance  1  do  with  a 
woman  from  our  group.  We  in¬ 
tentionally  arrange  ourselves  on 


the  “wrong  sides.”  It  wouldn’t 
normally  matter  to  us,  but  how 
else  do  we  show  people  that 
there’s  another  way?  There  are 
two  other  people  in  our  set  who 
aren’t  playing  by  the  old  rules  as 
well  as  a  middle-aged  Scottish 
woman  who  is  very  upset.  With  a 
tight  smile,  she  tries  to  explain  to 
the  other  couple  that  they’re  do¬ 
ing  it  wrong.  When  that  fails,  she 
says  it  makes  the  dance  confusing 
for  her.  She’s  ignored,  we  prevail. 
Prevail  is  the  word,  and  my  stom¬ 
ach  is  beginning  to  knot  up. 
Where  is  the  beauty  of  the  music, 
the  excitement  of  executing  the 
complicated  patterns,  the  delight¬ 
ful  range  of  emotions  which  the 
interplay  of  the  dance  and  music 
evoke?  Not  here,  in  the  midst  of 
this  petty  scene. 

It  is  a  matter  of  waiting,  of 
trusting.  For  close  to  twenty  years 
I  have  been  getting  high  off  this 
dancing.  It  never  fails.  After  all, 
the  original  function  of  the  dances 
was  to  bring  the  community  to¬ 
gether  in  love  and  joy,  in  the 
presence  of  sheer  beauty.  My 
friend  Goober  is  standing  by  our 
table  and  I  beckon  to  him:  let’s  do 
the  next  one  together.  Even  this  is 
strange,  all  this  partner-asking.  At 
home,  we  all  just  shuffle  around 
until  everyone  is  part  of  a  set. 
There  is  very  little  premeditation 
about  WHO  TO  DANCE  WITH. 
It’s  easy  and  it  dispenses  with  so 
much  tension:  no  wallflowers,  no 
hurt  egos,  no  hierarchy  of  popu¬ 
larity.  But  1  love  dancing  with 
Goober.  It’s  not  sexual  —  he’s 
married,  has  children,  and  I  have 
neither  reason  nor  desire  to  chal¬ 
lenge  his  heterosexuality.  He 
dances  with  such  intensity  — 
initiative  passes  back  and  forth 
between  us,  a  smile  flickers  in 
recognition  of  how  nicely  we 
executed  the  last  figure.  While 
dancing  he  is  engulfed  by  it,  and 
transfigured  by  it. 

For  Goober,  1  don’t  think 
dancing  with  me  is  primarily 
about  dancing  with  a  man.  He 
doesn’t  see  it  as  political.  His  in¬ 
fatuation  with  what  we  are  doing 
helps  me  overcome  my  anxiety, 
and  we  begin  to  shine.  Nobody 
can  touch  us  with  their  small  ideas 
about  propriety,  and  for  the 
moment  it  seems  that  we  can  win 
them  all  over  through  sheer  love 
of  what  we  are  doing. 

For  the  next  few  dances  1  tire  of 
struggling,  and  end  up  asking 
various  women  to  dance  —  twice 
they  ask  me,  which  is,  even  in 


traditional  circles  thesedays,  okay 
among  friends.  Given  this  awful 
system,  1  also  ask  a  few  women  to 
dance  who  look  like  they  are 
feeling  bad  about  not  being  asked 
enough.  These  women  are  some¬ 
times  the  most  vigorous  defenders 
of  a  system  of  which  they  are  the 
most  obvious  victims  —  why 
don’t  they  rebel? 

Some  of  the  Portland  dancers 
have  visited  our  group,  and  many 
of  them  have  become  open,  even 
enthusiastic,  about  the  ways  we 
try  to  challenge  sex  roles.  We  grab 
a  minute  here,  twenty  seconds 
there,  to  gossip  and  to  make  ob¬ 
servations.  We  realize  we  are  not 
alone  here,  even  though  we  are 
initiating  most  of  the  rebellious¬ 
ness.  They  like  us,  because  of  our 
friendliness  and  the  grace  and 
sociability  of  our  dancing  as  well 
as  for  our  philosophy.  We  make, 
as  a  group,  quite  a  contrast  with 
the  folks  running  this  show.  I  like 
to  think  that  politics  and  aesthetics 
are  mutually  inspired.  The  junk¬ 
ing  of  sex  roles  makes  us  more 
flexible  as  well  as  less  anxious. 

The  crisis  of  the  evening  for  me 
is  yet  to  come,  though.  After  a 
break  for  tea  and  cookies,  Ann 
and  I  get  up  to  dance.  The  dance 
is  a  fast  and  intricate  Scottish 
dance  which  neither  of  us  knows 
well,  but  we  are  both  quick  and 
we’ll  figure  it  out.  We  end  up  “on 
the  wrong  side,”  and  our 
“friend”  from  earlier  in  the 
evening  is  next  to  me.  She  begins 
to  harass  us,  demanding  that  we 
change  places  with  each  other.  1 
try  as  nicely  as  I  can  to  explain 
that  it  is  important  to  us  to  do  it 
our  way.  She  is  pleading  now,  say¬ 
ing  she’s  an  old  woman  with  set 
ways,  and  these  changes  confuse 
her,  ruin  her  evening.  I  am 
touched,  and  look  over  at  Ann. 
Shall  we  give  in  to  her? 

Ann  is  a  divorcee  with  teenage 
children,  a  school  librarian.  She  is 
always  quiet,  dances  like  a  prin¬ 
cess,  drives  at  least  100  miles  a 
week  to  dance  in  our  group.  She’s 
been  party  to  discussions  about 
the  politics  of  sexuality  in  dancing 
and  she,  like  everyone  else  in  our 
group,  knows  I  am  gay.  Ann  is  in 
love  with  the  dancing,  and,  in  an 
apolitical  way,  knows  that  what 
we  are  doing  with  the  dance  is 
important.  She  smiles  quietly 
across  the  set,  and  quietly  says, 
“No!” 

I  am  delighted  that  she  wants  to 
hold  our  ground.  Our  antagonist 
is  not  so  delighted.  In  fact,  she 
walks  off  the  dance  floor.  The 
music  starts  up,  and  a  kindly  old 
Scottish  dance  teacher  in  our  set 
continues  the  debate.  He  is  gen¬ 
uinely  confused:  at  first  he  thinks 
we  have  gotten  mixed  up.  When 
he  finally  realizes  that  we  have 
chosen  to  be  on  the  wrong  side,  he 
brightly  asks  Apn:  “Are  you  the 
man?”  She  quietly  but  proudly 
answers  “yes.”  As  the  dance 
continues,  a  few  people  blunder, 
losing  their  way  through  the  intri¬ 
cate  patterns:  perhaps  we  have 
indeed  confused  them. 

After  the  music  has  stopped,  I 
look  for  the  Scottish  woman  who 
was  so  upset  with  us.  It  dawns  on 
me  that  she  has  left  the  dance 
completely.  I  feel  awful  —  it’s  her 
dance  as  well  as  ours,  and  evi¬ 
dently  she  is  not  equipped  to  deal 
with  what  we  are  doing.  I  run  out 
into  the  street,  wanting  at  least  to 
talk  with  her,  explain  why  we  care 
so  much.  We  were  not  trying  to  be 
rude  to  her.  But  she  is  gone,  and  I 
am  distraught.  I  talk  to  a  few 
friends,  who  brush  it  off:  “Well, 
that’s  her  problem.”  “Well,  she’s 
making  it  uncomfortable  for  us, 
isn’t  she?  Don’t  worry  about  it.” 

But  I  do  worry.  1  didn’t  grow 
up  a  Christian  and  continue  to  be 
an  atheist,  but  there  is  something 
about  redemption  which  is  rele¬ 
vant  to  me.  There  is  distrust  and 
hatred  everywhere,  and  it  just 
seems  to  pass  on  from  one  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  next.  Perhaps  she’ll  go 
out  and  join  some  Anita  Bryant 
group,  or  give  her  son  a  hard  time, 
or  vote  for  capital  punishment. 


Mind  you.  I’m  not  arguing  for 
submitting  to  her,  dancing  in  the 
old  sexist  ways.  But  in  the  process 
of  change,  we  have  to  break  the 
endless  reaction,  the  passing  on  of 
hatred.  If  only  we  could  redeem 
the  hatred:  when  it  passes  to  us, 
not  to  pass  it  on  as  hatred,  but 
transform  it  into  love.  1  feel  awful 
that  someone  has  left  a  dance 
alone,  feeling  injured  and  bitter. 
I’ve  left  too  many  dances  feeling 
that  way.  While  1  don’t  doubt  that 
justice  is  on  our  side,  I  am  afraid 
of  the  justice  that  is  content  with 
winning  .  .  .  it’ll  boomerang. 

However,  she’s  gone  for  the 
evening.  I  relieve  my  conscience 
by  composing  a  little  note  to  her.  I 
will  try  to  find  out  her  name  and 
address.  The  band  is  about  to  start 
again:  a  man  is  asking  me  to 
dance.  He  is  straight,  and  perhaps 
can  afford  to  be  oblivious  of  the 
the  implications  of  dancing  with 
another  man.  He  seems  a  bit  sur¬ 
prised  when  I  mention  that  we 
seem  to  be  raising  some  eyebrows. 
“Are  we  doing  something  contro¬ 
versial?”  I  respond,  “Well, 
change  doesn’t  come  easy.”  I 
enjoy  dancing  with  him.  I  love 
putting  all  I  have  into  a  dance  and 
the  people  I  encounter,  and  de¬ 
light  when  that  seems  to  provoke 
them  to  give  the  most  in  their 
dancing.  He  is  having  a  good 
time. 

The  next  dance  is  a  waltz,  with 
all  of  the  romantic  connotations 
of  that  dance,  despite  the  fact  that 
this  one  is  more  like  a  minuet,  per¬ 
formed  in  long  lines.  I  am  think¬ 
ing  quickly  about  whether  I  want 
to  dance  this  waltz,  and,  if  so, 
with  whom.  I  nearly  stumble  over 
Len,  a  high  school  senior  who  has 
been  dancing  with  our  group  since 
he  was  nine.  He  isn’t  accustomed 
to  asking  people  to  dance.  Some¬ 
times  he’ll  just  stand  on  the  dance 
floor  across  the  way  from  an 
empty  space,  and  assume  a  part¬ 
ner  will  turn  up.  Once  we  went  to 
a  folk  dance  festival  and  he  asked 
a  55  year  old  man  to  do  a  polka 
with  him.  I  was  reminded  of  the 
anguished  stories  black  mothers 
used  to  tell  of  watching  their  chil¬ 
dren’s  first  encounter  with  a  segre¬ 
gated  facility. 

Len  wants  to  waltz  with  me. 
This  is  the  worst  impropriety  our 
group  has  committed  here  to¬ 
night.  But  if  Len  is  up  for  it,  how 
can  I  not  be?  There  are  some  odd 
looks,  but  we  thorough  enjoy  the 
dance  and  each  other,  so  what  can 
they  say? 

*  *  * 

We  sleep  over  at  a  friend’s 
house,  and  in  the  morning  I  am 
melancholy.  My  lover  is  an  ac¬ 
complished  and  wonderful  coun¬ 
try  dancer,  but  he’d  rather  pass 
this  kind  of  event  by.  I  would  have 
loved  it  if  he,  if  other  dykes  and 
faggots,  had  been  there.  We  could 
really  turn  an  event  around.  And  I 
wouldn’t  go  away  feeling  so 
empty.  I  shall  continue  dancing, 
and  loving  the  dancing  and  its 
momentary  intimacies  and  de¬ 
lights.  1  experience  things  at  the 
dance  that  others  don’t,  except 
for  Diane,  who  writes  a  week 
later: 

Just  received  your  letter,  and  am 
writing  immediately  as  a  response 
to  your  need  for  “touch.”  1  under¬ 
stand  perfectly  what  you’re  talking 
about:  the  coldness  of  some  of  the 
eyes  at  the  ball  is  still  with  me.  I 
feel  that  1  managed  to  have  a  good 
time  in  spite  of  the  opposition.  My 
anger  at  one  of  our  dancers  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  dance  all  evening  .  .  .  has 
given  way  to  disgust  mingled  with 
exasperation.  We'have  not  talked 
about  it,  but  1  think  that  a  major 
factor  determining  his  behavior 
.  .  .  was  his  belief  (fear?  expecta¬ 
tion?)  that  dancing,  traditional  or’ 
non,  constituted  a  political  state¬ 
ment  (which  it  did  on  a  certain 
level,  not  on  others).  1  am  frus¬ 
trated  that  he  was  not  able  to  take 
that  step,  after  all  of  the  discus¬ 
sions  and  airing  of  feelings  that  all 
of  us  went  through.  Avoidance  of 
a  threatening  situation  because  one 
does  not  want  to  cope  with  it  can 
only  be  done  for  so  long  before 
regression  sets  in.  .  . 


Making  Affirmative 
Action  Work 


By  Neil  Glickman 

Several  months  ago.  Savin  Bus¬ 
iness  Machines  came  into  public 
view  when  several  workers 
charged  the  Boston  branch  of  the 
copy  machine  company  with  mis¬ 
use  of  Affirmative  Action  (see 
Equal  Times,  Cktober  23,  1978). 
The  workers  claimed  that  while 
Affirmative  Action  was  supposed 
to  provide  women  and  Third 
World  men  with  access  to  higher 
paying  jobs,  it  was  being  used  by 
Savin  to  obtain  cheaper  labor,  to 
threaten  the  established  white 
male  workers  and  to  force  down 
everyone’s  wages.  To  counter  this 
alleged  abuse,  the  workshop 
adopted  a  new  strategy:  they  de¬ 
manded  an  end  ta  the  discrimina¬ 
tory  wages  of  the  new  women  and 
the  Third  World  workers  as  well 
as  that  everyone’s  wages  be  in¬ 
creased.  They  also  demanded  the 
reinstatement  of  Stuart  Fortner,  a 
white  male  worker  who  was  fired 
for  union  organizing. 

While  Stuart  is  a  straight  man, 
he  received  a  supportive  statement 
from  Wages  Due  Lesbians, 
Boston  —  a  statement  which  was 
endorsed  by  six  other  Wages  Doe 
Lesbian  groups  internationally. 
Stuart  attributes  the  victories  in  a 
large  part  to  this  lesbian  support. 

As  a  gay  i^n  who  has  actively 
followed  Wages  Due  Lesbians  for 
two  years  now,  I  interviewed 
Sandy  Resnick  of  the  Boston 
group  about  why  Wages  Due  Les¬ 
bians  endorsed  Stuart  and  how  the 
victories  at  Savin  are  important 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  I  also 
asked  Stuart  and  Rona  Rothman, 
central  figures  in  the  Savin  strug¬ 
gle,  about  how  they  see  their 
strategy  as  important  for  gay 
people. 

Neil:  Sandy,  I  know  that  Stuart, 
a  straight  man,  received  active 
support  from  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  here  in  Boston,  and  he 
also  received  endorsements  from 
Wages  Due  Lesbians  in  London, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco,  Toronto,  and 
Winnipeg.  Why  did  all  these 
lesbian  groups  feel  the  events  at 
Savin  were  important  to  them? 

Sandy:  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
saw  that  the  events  at  Savin  were 
really  what  was  happening  every¬ 
where.  The  fight  for  “non-tradi- 
tional”  work  with  its  non-tradi- 
tionally  high  wages  for  women  is  a 
fight  that  has  been  led  by  lesbians. 
Because  the  very  possibility  of 
being  lesbian  is  dependent  on  our 
ability  to  support  ourselves  inde¬ 
pendent  of  a  man’s  wage,  lesbians 
have  long  been  leading  the  fight  of 
women  for  higher  wages  in  tradi¬ 
tional  jobs  as  well  as  for  “non- 
traditional”  jobs.  Also,  in 
fighting  for  those  ‘‘non-tradi- 
tional”  jobs  we’ve  been  fighting 
to  refuse  some  of  the  work  of 
being  “on  call’’  to  the  men  we 
work  for.  By  this  I  mean,  refusing 
to  smile  for  them,  dress  for  them, 
bring  them  their  coffee,  etc.  To 
the  extent  that  women  in  non- 
traditional  jobs  have  won  higher 
wages  and  more  freedom  to  move 
about  physically  in  their  jobs,  they 
have  been  able  to  do  less  of  that 
work. 

Companies  like  Savin  were 
forced  to  open  their  doors  to 
women  and  Black  and  Third 
World  men  because  of  the  fight 
we’ve  all  been  making  for  those 
jobs.  We  aren’t  about  to  let  those 
victories  be  turned  against  us. 
Companies  are  trying  to  under¬ 
mine  us  by  using  us  to  keep  white 
men  with  their  noses  to  the  grind¬ 
stone.  Management  is  telling 
white  men  that  for  women  and 
black  and  Third  World  men  to  get 
more,  the  white  men  have  to  work 
harder  and  get  less.  The  white  men 
are  being  told  that  they  have  to 


give  up  some  of  the  gains  that  they 
have  fought  hard  to  win  —  as  if 
their  jobs  and  wages  are  all  the 
companies  can  afford.  We  don’t 
accept  that.  We  know  that  com¬ 
panies  like  Savin  have  plenty  of 
money.  That’s  why  we’re  in  those 
jobs  —  for  the  money,  our  own 
money.  We’re  not  there  to  take 
jobs  away  from  men. 

Workers  at  Savin  came  together 
in  a  way  that  makes  this  clear  and 
we  felt  is  was  important  as 
lesbians  to  support  them  because 
really,  our  fight  is  for  the  money, 
not  against  the  men. 

Neil:  How  did  the  white  male 
employees  and  the  women  and 
Third  World  employees  get  to¬ 
gether  at  Savin? 

Rona:  When  Savin  started 
hiring  women  and  black  and 
Third  World  men  into  their 
service  department  they  started  us 
at  lower  wages,  hoping  that  the 
fact  that  this  was  our  entree  into 
this  “non-traditional”  field  would 
put  us  in  the  position  where  we’d 
accept  anything.  They  hoped  to 
use  us  as  a  threat  to  their  dissatis¬ 
fied,  experienced  workers  —  who 
were  seeing  that  as  the  years  went 
by  they  were  working  harder  while 
Savin  was  getting  richer.  All  they 
got  were  empty  promises. 

Stuart:  Yeah,  the  bosses  would 
say  to  us  guys,  informally,  “You 
know  you  better  watch  it.  Those 
women  are  good,  and  a  bargain 
too.”  We  all  got  the  message. 
They  would  use  every  tactic  to 
divide  us,  keep  us  from  comparing 
notes:  men  against  women,  white 
against  black,  old  employees 
against  new,  and  in  terms  of  pro¬ 
motions,  even  old  employees 
against  old. 

Rona:  That’s  right.  One 

example  of  this  is  that  when  all  the 
workers  agreed  that  the  14C  per 
mile  we  got  for  beating  our  cars  to 
death  was  inadequate,  manage¬ 
ment  asked  us  to  vote  on  either  an 
increase  in  the  mileage  reimburse¬ 
ment  or  a  company  car  program. 
Most  of  the  men  who  had  been 
working  at  Savin  for  a  while,  who 
had  newer  cars,  wanted  an  in¬ 
crease  in  mileage  reimbursement 
to  cover  rising  costs.  The  newer 
employees,  like  myself,  wanted 
company  cars.  We  fought  it  out 
among  ourselves  and  in  the  end, 
they  gave  us  neither. 

As  we  learned  that  we  were 
being  paid  less  and  that  Savin  was 
using  us  against  each  other,  the 
women  and  black  and  Third 
World  employees  began  to  make  it 
clear  that  we  expected  the  same  as 
everyone  else.  We,  too,  wanted 
more  than  we  were  getting.  The 
demands  of  women  and  black  and 
Third  World  men  became  the 
basis  for  calling  for  a  union.  In¬ 
stead  of  finding  the  more 
experienced  men  opposed  to  us, 
we  found  that  many  of  them  were 
behind  our  demands  and  our  fight 
because  they  too  wanted  more 
from  Savin.  All  of  us  saw  that  it 
wasn’t  a  question  of  choosing  who 
got  more.  Savin  had  enough  to 
give  in  to  all  our  demands. 

Neil:  Why  did  the  established 
white  workers  support  your  fight 
for  Affirmation  Action? 

Rona:  At  Savin,  the  fight  for 
Affirmative  Action,  which  is 
really  for  an  end  to  discrimina¬ 
tion,  meant  more  money  in  the 
hands  of  women  and  black  and 
Third  World  men  —  that  is,  those 
of  us  who  have  been  in  the  lowest 
paid  jobs  or  not  paid  for  our  work 
at  all.  As  we  demanded  that  they 
pay  everyone  the  same  rates  and 
raise  everyone’s  wages.  Savin 
found  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
“cheap  help.”  The  men  who  had 
been  working  at  Savin  for  a  while, 
like  Stuart,  saw  that  pushing  the 
demands  of  the  lower  paid  work¬ 
ers  was  the  only  way  to  get  more 


money  and  to  refuse  the  extra 
work  that  was  expected  of  them 
for  the  promise  of  extra  pay. 

Neil:  What  victories  did  you 
win? 

Rona:  Not  only  did  the  starting 
salary  increase  for  women  and 
black  and  Third  World  workers. 
Savin  increased  benefits  and  in¬ 
vented  cash  prizes  and  other 
gimmicks  to  increase  worker 
satisfaction  and  lure  workers  away 
from  the  union.  In  the  process  of 
fighting  us.  Savin  fired  both 
Stuart  and  myself.  BUT,  recently, 
the  National  Relations  Board  has 
announced  that  Stuart  be  rein¬ 
stated  to  his  position  and  awarded 
full  back  pay  of  over  a  year’s 
wages  plus  interest.  I  was  awarded 
a  large  cash  settlement  when  I 
decided  to  take  another  job  rather 
than  wait  the  long  period  needed 
to  win  a  NLRB  trial. 

Although  the  union  drive  was 
discontinued  when  we  were  fired, 
these  victories  open  the  possibility 
of  organizing  again  more  openly 
and  with  less  harassment. 

Neil:  How  were  lesbians  af¬ 
fected  by  this  struggle? 

Sandy:  Well,  first  of  all,  every 
woman  in  a  “non-traditional”  job 
is  assumed  to  be  a  lesbian  just 
because  she’s  in  that  kind  of  job. 
Management  tried  to  use  that 
against  all  women,  to  threaten  us 
and  to  demand  that  we  do  a  lot  of 
work  to  prove  that  we’re  “still 
women.”  They  expect  us  to  smile 
and  “look  good”  no  matter  what 
our  work  conditions.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  at  Savin,  the  women  fix 
copiers  which  use  a  black  ink  and 
liquid  dispersant.  It  is  a  dirty  job. 
Hands  are  always  black  with  ink 
and  clothes  are  often  ruined,  yet 
the  women  are  expected  to  dress 
nicely  every  day.  In  addition, 
being  as  there  are  still  so  few 
women  in  these  jobs,  management 
demands  that  we  prove  every  day 
that  we’re  twice  as  good  as  the 
men  and  deserve  the  jobs. 

All  women  have  to  deal  with 
this  harassment,  but  as  lesbian 
women  we  are  under  even  more 
pressure  because  those  jobs  are 
our  only  access  to  a  decent  wage. 
We  have  no  man’s  wage  to  turn 
to.  Without  a  “man-size”  wage  of 
our  own,  many  lesbians  are  forced 
to  stay  in  marriages  because  they 
can’t  afford  to  leave  —  especially 
those  of  us  who  have  children. 
Now,  I  haven’t  been  married,  but 
I’ve  tried  a  lot  of  jobs  and  situa¬ 
tions  trying  to  find  enough  of  a 
wage  so  I  can  live  independently. 
So  really,  the  fight  for  the  money 
is  a  fight  to  be  able  to  be  a  lesbian. 

Neil:  Do  you  think  it’s  easier  to 
come  out  in  a  non-traditional  Job? 

Sandy:  No,  I  don’t.  In  fact,  one 
of  the  women  who  was  key  in 
urging  Stuart  to  take  on  a  more 
visible  and  public  role  in  the  fight 
at  Savin  was  a  lesbian  woman  who 
traveled  more  than  an  hour  each 
day  to  work  so  she  could  continue 
to  earn  high  wages  on  the  job  and 
still  be  visible  as  a  lesbian  in  her 
evenings. 

Her  situation  is  not  uncommon. 
For  this  reason.  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  played  a  crucial  role  in 
the  fight  at  Savin.  Through  our 
statement,  which  was  circulated 
nationally  and  internationally 
with  other  Savin  documents,  and 
through  interviews  with  the  press, 
we  were  able  to  put  forth  publicly 
the  needs  and  demands  of  the 
lesbians  at  Savin  without  putting 
anyone’s  name  or  job  on  the  line. 
We  see  that  as  a  very  important 
function  for  a  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion  —  to  move  publicly  when 
individual  women  can  not  afford 
to.  This  is  a  function  that  gay 
organizations  have  provided  for 
gay  men,  too. 

Neil:  Stuart,  you’re  a  straight 

Continued  on  page  17 


GROUPS 
AT  THE 

HOMOPHILE  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  SERVICE 


LESBIAN  COUPLES  GROUP 

Led  by  feminist  therapists  Susan  Fox  and  Judy  Power. 

Mondays;  beginning  June  4th,  6-7;30pm 

MEN’S  COMING-OUT  GROUP 
Led  by  Paul  Creeden  R.N. 

Wednesdays;  beginning  June  6th,  7:30-9  p.m. 

MARRIED/SEPARATED/DIVORCED  MEN’S  GROUP 
Led  by  experienced  gay  male  therapist. 

Call  for  interview. 

FOR  INFORMATION  AND  INITIAL  APPOINTMENT, 
CALL  S42-5188 

HOMOPHILE  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  SERVICE,  80  BOYLSTON  ST.,  BOSTON.  MA  02116 


WARNING  WARNING 

THE  FOLLOWING  PERSONS 

HAVE 

PASSED  BAD  CHECKS  AT  THE  BAR 

IN  BOSTON 

KATHLKN  A.  CASSINELL 

SI  0.00 

BETH  L.  DOUCEHE 

25.00 

JAMESA.  WHELEN 

5.00 

ANTHONEY  DISANTIS 

40.00 

PAULA.  KERIVAN 

75.00 

ALAN  B.  MACLAREN 

30.00 

PERLEY  L.  SIDNEY,  Sr. 

30.00 

DAVID  W.  SNELL 

10.00 

EDWARD  L.  WESTON 

20.00 

ROBERT  MAURO  LAPADULA 

20.00 

The  Slimmer 
blood  donor  is 
a  rare  bird. 

Be  one. 


American  Red  Croaa 
Blood  Services 
Northeast  Region 


QIpEN  leaf 
FLOIUSTS 


NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Flowers  Wired 

TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAP 


478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


Xanadu  Graphics 

is  alive  and  well.... 

at  143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 

We  wont  to  emphasize  that  the  dosing  of  Xonodu  Printing  Corporation 
and  Xonodu  Books  has  not  affected  the  "parent"  compony,  Xonodu 
Graphics,  Inc.  In  fact,  we  ore  in  the  midst  of  expanding  our  facilities  to 
give  you  better  service. 

Phototypesetting  —  Visual  Display  Terminal  with  floppy  disc  memory 
Complete  Posteup  Facilities,  Comero- Ready 
Loyout  ond  Design  Service  ond  Consultotion 

Please  coll  David  Stryker  ot  661-6975  for  your  Graphics  requirements. 


John  R  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 
2  Park  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021 16 
617-426-2020 


Snyder  &  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 


Gay  Civil  Rights,  Commercial,  Criminal, 
Constitutional  Consultation  and  Litigation 
Cohabitation  Contracts — Gay  Issues  Lectures 

240  COMMERCIAL  STREET  5  73  MAPLE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02109  MANCHESTER,  N.H.  03104 

TEL.  (617)  227-8000  TEL.  (603)  669-3363 
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-  tastefully  restored  Hotel  El  DoraddL  Situlited  irji  tH# 
South  of  Market,  we  offer  easy  access  to  the  dpv/^-j 
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-  warm  European  pensione.  Fresh  coffee  is  served  just  | 

.  outside  your.door.  Our  modest  rates  include  a 
hearty  breakfast  each  weekday  morning.  Syndeck- 
Parking  available.  ^ 

Treat  yourself  to  the  Hotel  El  Dorado.  Apgnsione  in 
the  midst  of  cosmopolitan  downtown  San  Francisco. 
Call  or  write  for  reservations. 


Hotel  El  Dorado 

150  Ninth  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

(415)  552-4660 


Rates  begin  at  $15.50 


At 

the^  bicycle  exchange 

You  can  spend  $1400.  for  a  bicycle. 


The  Bicycle  Exchange 
3  Bow  St. 

Harvard  Sq.  Cambridge 

9-6  TU, WED, SAT  9-8  TH,  FRI  Closed  Monday 
864-1300:  Sales  &  Service  864-PART:  Parts 


Not  everyone  wants  to  spend 
$1400  for  a  bicycle  bufwe  thought 
you’d  like  to  know  what  you  get 
when  you  do.  Holdsworth  frames 
are  hand  built  at  Holdsworthy  by 
dedicated  frame  builders  under 
the  direction  of  a  master  craft¬ 
sman  using  hand  picked  531  but¬ 
ted  tubing.  So  light  it  comes  with 
weights  and  ropes  to  keep  it  on 
the  ground.  Add  to  that  a  full 
group  of  "Campi”  (Tullio  Campag- 
nolo:  He  did  for  bicycle  com¬ 
ponents  what  William  Morris  did 
for  the  printed  word  ),  a  Brooks 
Professional  saddle,  Super  Cham¬ 
pion  rims,  Regina  free  wheel  and 
chain  and  a  few  other  essentials 
and  you've  got  a  bicycle  capable 
of  winning  the  World  Champion¬ 
ship.  Indeed  the  Holdsworth-Cam- 
pagnolo  team  has  won  the  Title  no 
less  than  six  times.  When  you  buy 
Holdsworth  you  benefit  from  this 
unequaled  success. 

The  Holdsworth  is  just  one  of  the 
truly  fine  bicycles  we  feature  at 
The  Bicycle  Exchange.  Come  in 
and  see  it  and  while  you’re  here 
ask  about  our  Motobecanes, 
Raleighs,  Peugots,  Austro- 
Daimlers  and  other  fine  bicycles, 
priced  from  $120-$1400.  At  The 
Bicycle  Exchange  we  have  the 
best  bicycle  in  your  price  range. 


^^Parenting 

Sharing 
Childcare 
Resp  onsibilities 


By  Alice  Fisher 

There’s  rhetoric  and  there’s 
reality  in  all  communities.  Some 
of  the  rhetoric  of  the  lesbian 
feminist  community  talks  about 
how  we  are  all  mothers  —  nurtur- 
ant  people  —  how  our  community 
has  a  commitment  to  chil¬ 
dren:  after  all,  we  provide  free 
child  care  for  most  events.  But  is 
that  as  far  as  the  committment  can 
go?  Kate  and  Laura  say  no,  and 
they’ve  backed  their  words  with 
actions. 

Not  too  long  ago  they  learned 
that  Justine,  the  daughter  of  their 
downstairs  neighbors,  was  spend¬ 
ing  her  nights  alone.  Her  parents 
both  work  the  night  shift  and 
Justine  had  no  one  to  stay  with 
her  in  the  apartment.  Laura  and 
Kate  told  her  parents  Justine 
could  spend  nights  in  their  Spare 
room  and  they’d  get  her  off  to 
school  every  morning.  I  found  out 
what  they  were  doing  and  spent 
some  time  trading  parenting 
stories  with  them. 

Why  are  Kate  and  Laura 
mothering  Justine?  What  are  they 
learning?  Has  the  experience 
changed  their  ideas  about  living 
with  children?  What  does  Laura 
and  Kate’s  experience  have  to  do 
with  the  gay  community?  I’ll 
attempt  to  answer  these  questions 
and  raise  some  issues  that  all 
readers  of  GCN  may  wish  to 
consider. 

Laura  and  Kate  are  lesbain 
feminists  and  caring  people.  They 
both  enjoy  children  and  may  well 
decide  to  have  their  own  someday, 
though  not  as  soon  as  they 
thought  before  they  began  their 
parenting  of  Justine.  They’re 
finding  out  new  things  about  day- 
to-day  parenting  and  how  it 
restricts  them. 

“We  went  to  the  bar  last  Wednes¬ 
day  night  and  then  felt  guilty  be¬ 
cause  we  wanted  to  stay  late  and  we 
worried  about  leaving  Justine 
alone  for  so  long.” 

I  laughed,  told  them  they  were 
having  their  first  attack  of  parent 
guilt  —  a  chronic  condition  for 
almost  all  parents.  The  reality 
that  we  all  must  laugh  about  in 
order  to  keep  a  persepctive,  is  that 
parents  are  always  neglecting 
someone.  I  assured  them  that  it’ll 
never  get  easier,  but  they  would 
get  used  to  it. 

But  Kate  and  Laura  are  the  first 
to  recognize  parenting  isn’t  all 
grim  responsibility  and  hard 
work.  There’s  the  special  joy  of 
experiencing  life  through  a  child’s 
eyes  and  the  high  of  playing  silly 
games,  reading  stories  together 
and  having  another  person  to  love 
and  be  loved  by.  They’d  like  to 
take  Justine  to  the  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival.  They 
have  fond  memories  of  seeing 
mothers  and  daughters  there  last 
summer. 

Kate  suggested  there  may  be 
some  mutual  benefit  for  paents 
and  kids  if  there  could  be  a  way  to 
arrange  more  sharing.  A  special 
trip  can  become  more  special  for 
non-parents  when  a  child  is  part 
of  it.  Sharing  responsibility  for 
children  would  also  give  parents 
free  time  —  a  rare  commodity, 
especially  for  single  parents. 


I  asked  Laura  and  Kate  if 
Justine’s  presence  was  changing 
their  relationship.  At  first  they 
said  no.  Then  they  hesitated,  and 
realized  this  wasn’t  true.  Though 
they’ve  only  been  parenting  for  a 
short  time,  they’re  finding  some 
changes  already.  They’re  careful 
to  keep  the  music  low  at  night  and 
no  longer  take  a  morning  shower 
together  —  Laura  is  too  busy 
fixing  breakfast  for  the  three  of 
them.  They’re  also  realizing  that 
each  of  them  differs  in  her  par¬ 
enting  style.  They’re  learning  to 
appreciate  these  differences,  and 
understand  that  each  mode  is 
good  for  Justine.  I  speculated 
with  them  about  the  likelihood 
that  they  can’t  yet  appreciate  how 
much  Justine’s  presence  influ¬ 
ences  their  lives.  I  see  changes 
already.  When  I  first  learned 
about  their  part-time  parenting  it 
was  in  the  context  of  Kate’s 
statement  that  Justine  watched 
too  much  TV.  She  felt  it  was  being 
used  entirely  too  much  as  a  baby¬ 
sitter.  Bynow  she’s  relaxed  a  bit. 
She  also  wonders  what  else  to  do 
when  Justine  demands  attention 
and  Kate  is  exhausted  from  a 
day’s  work  and  wants  to  be  left 
alone.  Ideally,  no  parent  should 
use  TV  as  a  babysitter.  However, 
this  ideal  is  only  possible  with 
much  more  support  and  resources 
than  any  parent,  or  two  parents, 
has  available. 

I  have  mixed  feelings  about 
what  Kate  and  Laura  are  doing.  I 
am  impressed  by  seeing  two  caring 
young  women  translating  politics 
into  practice  quietly  and  with  no 
expectation  of  praise  for  their 
efforts.  They  are  doing  what  they 
see  needs  to  be  done,  and  are 
becoming  aware  of  what  they  are 
gaining  in  the  process.  However, 
there’s  the  gay  activist  in  me  who 
indignantly  says;  “Wait  a  minute, 
they’re  taking  care  of  a  child 
whose  straight  parents,  though 
they  may  be  struggling,  have  the 
support  of  our  society.”  Justine  is 
from  a  nuclear  family  with  two 
parents  and  two  jobs.  Aren’t  there 
other  parents  who  need  the 
support  of  people  like  Kate  and 
Laura  more?  What  about  the 
lesbian  mother  with  a  houseful  of 
childen  and  little  money,  or  the 
gay  father  who  has  little  under¬ 
standing  of  how  to  parent? 
Instead,  these  people  with  hetero¬ 
sexual,  albeit  limited,  privileges 
are  getting  this  help.  It  feels  like 
an  instance  of  the  rich  getting 
richer  and  the  poor  getting 
poorer.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
also  a  profoundly  political  act  —  a 
chance  for  the  non-gay  world  to 
find  out  that  lesbians  are  caring 
people,  not  frightening  and  mys¬ 
terious.  And  what  about  Justine? 
Rather  than  being  one  more  child 
whose  life  is  threatened  because 
our  economic  system  forces  her  to 
spend  her  nights  alone,  she  is 
being  cherished  not  only  by  her 
parents,  but  by  two  other  loving 
women . 

The  main  feelings  I  am  left  with 
are  respect  and  pride:  respect  for 
Kate  and  Laura’s  quiet  responsi- 
lity  and  pride  in  being  a  member 
of  the  same  community  as  these 
women. 
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Film 


Coming  Out  in  the  Movies 


rm  Not  From  Here 

Directed  by  Harvey  Marks 
A  vailable  from  Breakout  Films 
77 St  Mark’s  Place,  New  York,  NY 

I’m  Not  From  Here  will  be  shown 
as  part  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  on  June  13  at  the  Red  Book 
Store,  136  River  Street,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  at  7:30 

By  Thomas  Waugh 

Though  it  seems  gay  people  will 
never  be  able  to  let  up  on  their  ag¬ 
gressively  self-defensive  posture 
against  the  dominant  media,  it’s 
nice  to  know  there’s  an  increasing 
amount  of  affirmative  action  hap- 
penning  on  the  image-making 
front.  I’m  referring  to  the  growing 
number  of  short,  non-commercial 
films  availabe  which  are  positive, 
authentic,  and  useful. 

One  such  film.  I’m  Not  From 
Here,  recently  had  a  promising 
debut  at  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art  in  New  York.  The  filmmaker, 
Harvey  Marks,  is  a  New  Yorker 
who  has,  until  now,  preferred  ex¬ 
perimental  films.  He  has  miracu¬ 
lously  financed  them  through  odd 
jobs  and  by  cutting  corners.  Now 
he’s  branching  out  into  fictional 


filmmaking  and  may  just  succeed 
in  becoming  an  artist  speaking  to 
and  for  all  of  us. 

I’m  Not  From  Here  is  the  story 
of  a  nineteen-year  old  young  man 
stumbling  through  the  same  awk¬ 
wardly  beautiful  experience  of 
coming  out  that  scarcely  escapes 
any  of  us.  The  experience  of 
coming  out  has  rarely  been  filmed 
from  the  inside.  The  only  time  I 
can  recall  a  gay  sexual  initiation 
having  been  filmed  without  sensa¬ 
tionalism,  stereotype,  or  senti¬ 
mentality  is  the  unforgettable 
gymnasium  scene  from  Lindsay 
Anderson’s  In  it,  the  pubescent 
schoolboy  looks  on  in  awe  as  his 
older  friend  flexes  his  body  on  the 
high  bar. 

Ryan,  the  hero  of  Marks’  forty- 
five  minute  story,  is  torn  by  the 
conflicting  signals  given  off  by  his 
body  and  by  his  social  environ¬ 
ment.  Obedient  to  his  condition¬ 
ing,  he  bravely  but  vainly  tries  to 
repair  his  foundering  relationship 
with  his  “girlfriend.”  Following  a 
quarrel,  he  borrows  Daddy’s  car 
and,  after  exchanging  a  few 
glances  through  his  windshield, 
picks  up  a  hitchhiker.  Ryan  may 
have  done  it  before,  but  this  time 
it  turns  into  a  pivotal  experience 
—  a  blanket,  some  woods,  and  a 
“trick”  with  enough  grace  not  to 


It 


cater  to  Ryan’s  instinct  to  get 
over  with  fast,  silent,  and  guilty. 

What  follows  is  a  slightly  melo¬ 
dramatic  twist  which  Marks  based 
on  a  real-life  incident.  Through 
this  twist  does  jar  with  the  low- 
key,  unsentimental  approach,  it 
does  serve  as  a  device  to  force 
Ryan  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
contradictions  of  his  various  feel¬ 
ings  and  to  begin  to  affirm  his 
identity.  The  last  scene  shows 
Ryan,  calmer,  buoyed  by  the 
memory  of  his  hitchhiker,  stalking 
another  encounter. 

Joe  Bacino,  the  amateur  actor 
who  plays  Ryan,  will  never  be  an 
A1  Pacino,  but  his  unglamorous 
ordinariness  is  a  strong  point  of 
the  film.  By  avoiding  the  trap  of 
romanticism,  Marks  succeeds  in 
getting  very  close  to  the  interior 
experience  of  this  young  man. 

As  with  all  first  films,  there  are 
minor  technical  and  dramatic 
problems,  but  I’m  Not  From  Here 
is  an  important  addition  to  the 
cultural  resources  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  a  stirring  document  of 
our  reality. 

This  article  is  reprinted  with  per¬ 
mission  from  The  Body  Politic, 
Number  51,  March/ April,  1979, 
P.O.  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  M5W  1X9, 
Canada. 


A  National  Monument 


Mae  West  (1933) 


Sextette 

A  film  by  Ken  Hughs.  With  Mae 
West,  Timothy  Dalton,  Ringo 
Star,  Alice  Cooper,  George  Har¬ 
rison,  Rona  Barrette,  Walter  Pid- 
geon.  Opens  at  the  Nickelodeon 
June  15. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

In  the  war  between  the  sexes 
Mae  West  has  always  functioned 
as  a  double  agent.  She  presented 
and  paraded  herself  as  the  epi¬ 
tome  —  a  parody  —  of  what  men 
found  sexually  desirable.  But 
beneath  the  tight  waist,  the  swell¬ 
ing  hips,  the  made  up  face  was  a 
woman  who  was  not  only  in 
charge,  but  most  of  the  time  con¬ 
temptuous  of  the  men  who  sought 
her.  In  Belle  of  the  Nineties  she  is 
a  dance  hall  performer.  During 
her  hot  blues  number  the  men  are 
screaming  for  her.  She  plays  to 
them  and  leaves  them  wanting 
more.  As  she  exits  her  face  sud¬ 
denly  changes  and  she  mutters 
under  her  breath,  “suckers.”  She 
is  more  than  aware  of  the  sex/ 
power  play  between  men  and 
women,  and  considers  herself 
beyond  it  but  not  above  using  it. 
She  feels  only  contempt  for  the 
men  and  women  who  are  caught 
in  it. 

Not  unlike  the  Titanic,  Mae 
West  has  captured  the  public 
imagination  by  doing  just  one 
thing  —  but  doing  it  very  well.  It 
is  staggering  to  think  that  the 
institution  of  Mae  West  is  based 
upon  less  than  twelve  films.  She  is 
known  all  over  the  world,  the 
Navy  named  their  WWII  life 
jacket  after  her,  and  even  little 
children  who  have  never  seen  a 
Mae  West  film  know  her  line 
“Come  up  and  see  me  sometime” 
from  early  morning  cartoons.  In 
the  earlier  part  of  this  century  she 
was  arrested  for  presenting  plays 
about  sex  and  gayness  (The  Drag, 
Sex)  on  Broadway.  Her  charm 
and  impact  stem  from  her  upfront 
sexuality  and  her  insistence  on 
exposing  the  double  standard  and 
hypocrisy  that  has  shrouded  and 
dirtied  sexuality. 

Now,  at  the  age  of  87,  Mae 
West  is  starring  in  a  new  movie  in 
which  she  plays  the  most  beautiful 
woman  in  the  world.  This  sounds 
as  though  it  could  easily  become 
pathetic  (I  mean  is  she  kidding?), 
or  some  kind  of  sad  exploitation, 
but  the  film  is  actually  witty  and 


fun.  West  fared  badly  in  her  last 
film,  Myra  Breckenridge,  because 
she  was  misused;  no  one  knew 
what  they  were  doing  in  the  film, 
least  of  all  the  director.  But  the 
subject  of  Sextette  is  Mae  West 
herself:  not  so  much  as  a  person, 
but  as  a  cultural  institution. 

The  plot,  what  there  is  of  it,  is 
not  unlike  the  plots  of  the  old 
movies.  West  plays  Miss  Marlow 
Manners  —  a  raving  beauty  who 
also  does  intelligence  work  for  the 
government.  Miss  Manners  is 
about  to  marry  Lord  Barrington 
(Timothy  Dalton)  but  endless 
complications  arise.  These  seem  to 
involve  several  of  her  ex-hus¬ 
bands,  some  foreign  diplomats,  a 
cassette  tape  of  her  memoirs,  and 
the  U.S.  athletic  team.  The  film 
rambles  on  as  though  they  wrote 
the  plot  day  by  day  —  this  is  es¬ 
pecially  noticeable  in  My  Little 
Chickadee,  where  West  and  W.C. 
Fields  had  endless  fights  over  who 
was  coming  up  with  the  best  lines. 

In  the  present  film,  some  of  the 
jokes  fall  flat,  some  work  surpris¬ 
ingly  well,  and  some  are  beyond 
reproach  (West  and  Dalton  sing  a 
disco  version  of  the  Captain  and 
Teniel’s  hit  Love  Will  Keep  Us 
Together.) 

What  saves  Sextet  from  turning 
into  an  embarrassing  bore  is  the 
fact  that  the  filmmakers  know 
what  they  are  dealing  with  and 
what  they  want  to  do  with  it. 
There  is  never  any  mention  made 
of  the  fact  that  Dalton  is  36  and 
West  87  —  the  premise  is  that  Mae 
West  has  transcended  age.  (One 
might  also  ask  why  Alice  Cooper 


is  playing  a  rock  singing  bellboy 
named  Alice.)  The  film  does  not 
prey  upon  our  nostalgia  for  what 
Mae  West  used  to  be  (as,  say, 
Katharine  Hepburn’s  more  recent 
films  do)  but  gallantly  rushes  for¬ 
ward  with  its  own  vision  of  West 
and  of  life.  Most  of  the  laughs  in 
Sextette  are  intentionalrthe  jokes 
might  be  tacky  but  the  filmmakers 
know  it  as  well  as  we  do.  Both 
West  and  the  director  know  exact¬ 
ly  how  much  they  can  get  away 
with.  It  may  sound  ironic,  but  she 
keeps  her  dignity  throughout  the 
film. 

There  is  no  w&y  xhax  Sextette 
could  be  considered  a  “good 
film”  (which  is  to  say  it  isn’t  art, 
the  way  thatDa;'5  of  Heaven,  for 
example,  thinks  of  itselO  but  it  is 
really  enjoyable.  It  uses  better 
technique  than  any  John  Waters 
film,  and  is  a  lot  funnier  and  well 
thought-out  than  The  Rocky 
Horror  Picture  Show  —  a  film 
which  doesn’t  seem  to  know  what 
might  be  funny  or  what  to  do  with 
something  that  is  funny.  One 
might  even  say  that  Sextet  is  a  sort 
of  an  anti-movie.  It  almost  de¬ 
liberately  goes  out  of  its  way  to 
avoid  all  of  the  cinematographic 
techniques  we  have  become  used 
to,  but  unlike  the  Waters’  films 
(which  try  to  gross  us  out),  it  relies 
upon  and  uses  traditional  enter¬ 
tainment  devices  to  please  us. 

Sextette  will  probably  end  up 
being  a  midnight/cult  item.  It’s 
quirky  and  bizarre.  Its  humor 
catches  you  off  balance  and,  in 
the  end,  it’s  pretty  funny. 
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An  Opera  With  a  Social  Conscience 


Sir  Michael  Tippett 

By  Bruce  Mjchael  Gelberl 

Though  concert  works  of  Sir 
Michael  Tippett  have  been  pro¬ 
grammed  here,  his  operas  —  one 
of  which,  The  Knot  Garden, 
includes  in  its  dramatis  personae 
an  interracial  gay  male  couple  — 
are  known  in  this  country  almost 
exclusively  through  recordings. 
For  its  concluding  effort  of  the 
season,  the  Opera  Company  of 
Boston  offered  the  American 
premiere,  on  May  18,  of  the 
British  composer’s  fourth  and,  he 
claims,  final  opera.  The  Ice  Break 
(1977). 


The  Ice  Break  is  Tippett’s  as¬ 
sessment  of  a  society  in  chaos:  its 
hypocrises,  its  loose  ends  that 
readily  flare  into  outright 
violence,  the  futility  of  some  of 
the  responses  to  its  ills,  and  the 
proposal  of  solutions  to  consider. 
A  pacifist  during  World  War  II 
like  his  compatriots  Britten  and 
Isherwood,  Tippett  served  time  in 
prison  for  his  conscientious 
objection.  His  persona  here  is  Lev 
(baritone  Richard  Fredericks), 
who  comes  to  America  after  20 
years  in  a  prison  camp,  in  his 
unidentified  but  implicitly  Eastern 
European  homeland,  for  the  “no¬ 
crime”  of  pacifism.  He  emigrates 
only  to  lose  his  wife  Nadia 
(soprano  Arlene  Saunders),  first 
to  her  dreams,  then  to  death,  and 
to  find  his  son,  Yuri  (baritone 
Jake  Gardner),  alienated,  a 
fighter,  and  antagonistic  to  his 
father’s  principles.  Shocked  and 
dazed  at  first.  Lev  arrives  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  Tippitt’s  own 
—  patient  communication  —  and 
reaches  out  to  his  son  —  and  the 
world. 

In  the  first  act,  we  meet  Gayle 
(soprano  Leigh  Munro),  a  jive- 
talking  white  woman,  whose  lib¬ 
eralism  thinly  masks  a  self-deni¬ 
grating  sexual  trip,  as  she  winds 
up  prostrate,  caressing  the  boots 
of  Olympion  (tenor  Curtis  Ryan), 
a  black  boxing  champion  who  in¬ 
nocently  mouths  jingoistic 


The  Finest  in  X-Rated  All  Male 
Movies  is  Now  in  Both  Cinemas  1&  2 


<f)RT, 


16S 


2.0 A  T  remont  St. 
Boston  A82-A-661 


Leather 
&  Levis 


Boys 
On  the 
Wild  Side 


AND 


Gay 

Divorcees 

Continuous  from  10  AM 


AND 


Games 

Without 

Rules 


New  Show  Each  Week 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 
“HOLLYWOOD  LIBERTY” 
“DIRTY  BOOKS” 

2^  “FINGER  LICKIN’  GOOD” 
“HARLEY’S  ANGELS” 


Bosto/rs  Be^  ABtBtite  SBow! 


slogans,  to  a  mgniy-ornamented, 
17th-century  style  vocal  line. 
Olympion  is  the  first  to  rush  into  a 
race  riot  brandishing  a  machine 
gun  in  order  to  preserve  his  hero 
status.  His  cheering  fans  of  the 
first  act  polarize  into  opposing 
groups  in  the  second  —  the 
blacks,  dancing  to  a  bongo-drum 
beat,  wearing  African  hats  and 
black  masks,  a  huge  Black  Power 
fist  hanging  above  their  heads, 
and  the  whites  —  joined  by  Lev’s 
son  Yuri  —  intoning  hymns, 
dancing  to  bluegrass  music,  and 
wearing  Klan  uniforms,  a  neon 
flaming  cross  over  them.  They 
engage  in  full-scale  hostilities  that 
leave  Gayle  and  Olympion  dead 
and  Yuri  badly  wounded. 

Dreamers  have  as  little  value  in 
librettist-cum-composer  Tippett’s 
world  as  do  hypocrites  and  brag¬ 
garts.  Nadia  is  irretrievably  lost  in 
the  past.  Even  on  her  deathbed 
she  is  oblivious  to  nearly  every¬ 
thing  but  the  sleighbells  of  her 
childhood.  In  Act  Three,  the 
people,  earlier  Olympion’s  fans, 
later  the  rioters,  turn  to  hallu¬ 
cinogens  and  to  a  double-voice 
mystic,  Astron  (the  aptly-matched 
counter-tenor  Jeffrey  Gall  and 
mezzo-soprano  Adelle  Nicholson) 
for  answers,  to  be  rebuffed  with 
“Saviour?!  Hero?!  Me!!  You 
must  be  joking.” 

In  the  final  scene,  the  plaster 
cast  encasing  Yuri’s  battered  body 


is  cut  open  by  the  opera’s  other 
positive,  productive  figures,  the 
gentle  doctor  Luke  (tenor  Bruce 
Reed)  and  nurse  Hannah  (soprano 
Cynthia  Clarey).  Yuri,  reborn, 
embraces  his  father  impetuously, 
stumbling  in  his  eagerness  as  he 
realizes  that  he,  who  had  been  his 
quietly  heroic  father’s  diametric 
opposite,  is  being  given  a  second 
chance.  There  is  hope,  then,  for  a 
wounded  world.  Energy  now  used 
destructively,  foolishly,  can  be 
harnessed  and  the  chaos  ended 
through  communication  and  un¬ 
derstanding.  This  conclusion  is 
not  all  that  profound,  ultimately, 
and  is  flawed,  for  example,  in  that 
its  blanket  condemnation  of 
polarization  includes  criticism  of 
the  necessary  fundamentals  of 
minority  pride.  However,  it  is  a 
milestone  of  progress  for  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  the  hermetically- 
sealed  operatic  world. 

The  Ice  Break  is  a  short  —  75 
minutes  —  but  intense  and  sub¬ 
stantial  work.  An  individual  and 
intriguing  musical  idiom  emerges 
more  clearly  here  than  in  Tippett’s 
1941  oratorio  A  Child  of  Our 
Time,  presented  by  the  Boston 
Symphony  Orchestra  last  season. 
Tippett  interweaves  angular  Brit- 
tenesque  musical  themes,  weighty 
Wagnerian  instrumentation, 
forceful  Strauss-style  climaxes, 
and  popular  musical  modes.  An 
electric  guitar  figures  in  the  en¬ 


semble  and  organ,  xylophone  and 
drums  jam  during  the  trip 
sequence.  He  achieves  a  striking 
blend.  Nadia’s  turbulent  death 
scene,  Luke’s  lyrical  reflections  on 
death,  and  Hannah’s  jagged 
monologue  —  Tippett  realistically 
denies  his  characters  a  flowing 
lyricism  to  express  their  dis¬ 
couragement  —  stand  out  as 
musical  highlights. 

Sarah  Caldwell,  whose  ac¬ 
complishments  in  the  male- 
dominated  fields  of  conducting, 
directing,  and  artistic  manage¬ 
ment  have  made  her  an  inspiring 
feminist  role  model,  conducted  a 
seamless  and  sonorous  'reading 
and  directed  as  well.  She  andothe 
members  of  a  praiseworthy  pro¬ 
duction  team  surrounded  a  vocal¬ 
ly  and  histrionically  exceptional 
cast  with  a  spectacular  mise-en- 
scene.  It  included  the  visual  and 
aural  assaults  of  the  riot  —  gun 
shots,  glaring  ambulance  lights, 
deafening  police  sirens  —  and  the 
dazzling  Paradise  Garden  — 
psychedelic  projections,  flashing 
mirror  balls,  and  potent  incense. 
Helen  Pond  and  Herbert  Senn 
designed  an  apt  unit  resendiling  a 
fractured  printer’s  tray  with  icons 
—  stars,  stripes,  a  peace  sign,  a 
cross  —  lurking  among  the  letters. 
Airline  logos  for  the  airport  scene, 
a  drop  with  an  African  motif  and 
uneasy  slapdash  skyscrapers  were 
lowered  into  place  as  needed. 


BACK  BY  POPULAR  DEMAND! 
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San  Francisco 

Continued  from  Page  13 
—  even  during  the  great  rush  to 
the  suburbs.  It  has  seen  little  of 
the  extreme  blight  characteristics 
of  many  other  American  cities, 
especially  in  the  Northeast.  In  the 
1950s  Latinos  displaced  Irish  and 
Germans  in  the  Mission.  World 
War  II  brought  blacks  into  the 
Western  Addition,  replacing 
evacuated  Japanese.  Now  the 
residents  of  these  two  districts  are 
confronted  with  the  spectre  of 
gentrification  —  the  buying  up  of 
their  neighborhoods,  predom¬ 
inantly  by  white  men  with  easy  ac¬ 
cess  to  mortgage  money,  who 
restore  those  famous  old  Vic¬ 
torians  and  increase  rents  by  as 
much  as  300%.  They  don’t  have 
many  options  —  except  maybe 
Oakland  or  Daly  City. 

In  recent  months  the  issue  of 
gay  impact  on  the  city’s  housing 
patterns  has  focused  in  the  black 
community.  Noting  that  gay  men 
are  a  significant  part  of  the  white 
population  that  is  buying  housing 
in  what  had  been  predominately 
black  neighborhoods,  Ida 
Strickland  of  the  Third  World 
Fund  contends  that  “gay  men  are 
being  used  as  the  cutting  edge  of  a 
quiet  redevelopment  plan  geared 
towards  driving  nonwhite  and 
poor  out  of  increasingly  white  and 
wealthy  San  Francisco.’’  She 
criticized  the  tendency  of  some 
gay  men  to  justify  their  actions  by 
equating  homophobia  with  black 
oppression:  “Gays  are  not  utiliz¬ 
ing  that  heightening  of  con¬ 
sciousness  which  jhould  have 
come  with  their  experience  in 
struggling  against  laws  such  as 
Proposition  6.’’ 

Black  homophobia  and  gay 
racism  feed  on  each  other,  and  the 
antagonisms  fester.  Some  blacks 
contend  that  gay  neighbors  will 
“hiflucnce”  their  children,  and 
one  local  black  newspiaper,  the 

Courier,  editorialized  for  Proposi¬ 
tion  6.  Many  assume  gays  are  ex¬ 
clusively  affluent  and  white  —  no 
doubt  encouraged  by  the  "Ad- 
vocafeman’’image,the  most  visible 
gay  role-model  in  this  town.  Some 
gay  responses  have  been  scarcely 
any  more  enlightened,  resorting  to 
distorted  comparisons:  “Blacks 
were  brought  here  in  chains  300 
years  ago,  but  my  people  are  still 
being  murdered,”  wrote  one  per¬ 
son  to  BAR.  An  unctious  opinion 
piece  in  the  newsletter  of  the  Con¬ 
cerned  Republicans  for  Individual 
Rights  insinuated  that  anyone 
who  charged  that  gays  were  taking 
over  housing  in  the  Western  Addi¬ 
tion  was  a  “hate-monger.” 

Such  airs  of  injured  in¬ 
nocence  betray  the  anxiety  that 
the  unpleasant  stereotypes  have 
just  enough  truth  in  them  to  hurt. 
Gay  speculation  exists,  and  no 
amount  of  pretending,  of  talking 
about  “upgrading  neighbor¬ 
hoods,”  will  make  the  housing 
crisis  go  away.  Gays  are  among 

Savin 

Continued  from  Page  13 

man  being  interviewed  for  a  gay 
newspaper.  Do  yon  see  any  con¬ 
nections  between  your  struggle 
and  that  of  gay  men? 

Stuart:  I  want  to  share  how  we 
won  at  Savin  with  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Some  lesbians  at  Savin 
have  come  out.  I  assume  there  are 
also  gay  men  there  and,  for  that 
matter,  everywhere.  Whether  the 
men  at  Savin  were  gay  or  straight, 
the  impetus  for  this  struggle  was 
clearly  coming  mostly  from  the 
new  workers,  the  women  and 
Third  World  men.  The  older 
workers,  such  as  myself,  saw  that 
in  order  to  get  the  type  of  power 
we  wanted  against  the  company 
we  had  to  push  the  demands  of 
the  new  workers,  that  this  could 
be  the  only  basis  of  our  unity. 
When  I  took  a  leading  role  in  de¬ 
fending  what  the  new  workers 
wanted,  management  openly 


the  victims,  exploited  by  landlords 
questing  for  maximum  profits  in  a 
high-demand  market.  Ironically, 
lower  income  gays  who  move  into 
rundown  neighborhoods  because 
of  the  cheap  housing  end  up  being 
used  as  the  advance  guard  of  the 
gay  capitalist  juggernaut  —  which 
eventually  prices  them  out,  too. 
“A  lot  of  us  are  being  set  up,” 
states  Linda  Graham,  a  former 
GCN  editor,  “by  rich  gay  men” 
to  be  targets  of  anti-gay  violence. 
Employees  of  many  of  the  busi¬ 
nesses  spawned  by  the  influx  of 
gay  capital  are  likewise  exploited 
in  a  city  whose  high  rate  of 
unemployment  reflects  its  attrac¬ 
tiveness.  There  is  a  class  war  in  the 
gay  community. 

Castro  Street,  which  some¬ 
times  seems  to  resemble  a  Grover 
Cleveland  lookalike  contest,  is  a 
focus  of  the  contradictions.  A 
decade  ago  it  was  an  Irish  working 
class  neighborhood,  being  emp¬ 
tied  by  the  suburban  exodus. 
(Many  of  the  emigres  settled  in 
Visitacion  Valley,  which  elected 
Dan  White).  “There  were  a  lot  of 
businesses  that  didn’t  need  to  be 
on  Castro,”  explained  one  of  the 
realtors  responsible  for  its 
transformation  into  a  gay  mecca. 
Harvey  Milk  himself  was  a  victim: 
last  May  when  his  five  year  lease 
for  Castro  Camera  expired,  he 
found  his  rent  more  than  tripled 
to  $1200  —  partly  due  to  his  stand 
against  speculation.  Like  the 
counter-cultural  gays  who  had 
once  lived  there,  he  was  forced  to 
move.  The  rent  was  then  lowered 
to  $875,  and  he  was  replaced  by  em 
interior  decorating  store,  not 
unlike  the  overpriced  boutiques 
and  knicknack  shops,  the  bars  and 
the  restaurants  that  have  come  to 
characterize  the  street. 

Castro  Street  is  the  scene  of 
an  unusual  labor  dispute  that  mir¬ 
rors  the  conflicts  dividing  the 
community,  a  boycott  against  the 
Patio  Cafe  by  striking  employees 
of  the  business’s  predecessor,  the 
Bakery  Cafe.  The  Bakery  began  as 
a  modest  business  in  1976  and 
grew  with  the  success  of  the 
neighborhood.  Owners  Mark  and 
Doug  Stevens  became  prosperous, 
but  workers  did  not  feel  they  were 
benefiting  from  the  growth  of  as 
business  that  had  once  had  a 
family-like  atmosphere.  On  Nov. 
9  a  workers’  committee  presented 
the  Stevens  brothers  with  union 
cards  signed  by  95%  of  the 
employees.  The  same  day  the 
owners  notified  their  real  estate 
agent  to  lower  the  sale  price  from 
$300,000  to  $175,000.  The 
workers  struck  at  the  beginning  of 
December,  and  the  Bakery  was 
sold  within  a  week  to  Dr.  John 
Ray  and  Wolfgang  Buchold,  who 
live  in  wealthy  St.  Francis  Wood. 
They  hired  new  employees  in  an 
attempt  to  break  the  strike. 

Supported  by  Local  2,  the 
waiters’  and  bartenders’  union, 
the  former  Bakery  employees  and 
friends  have  picketed  on  Castro 
Street  ever  since,  asking  people 

called  me  a  “queer.”  They  hinted 
that  I  was  gay  to  isolate  me  from 
the  other  men.  The  implication 
was  that  any  man  who  sided  with 
the  women  had  to  be  gay.  Man¬ 
agement  didn’t  give  a  damn  whom 
I  seduced  in  bed  but  only  whom  I 
seduced  away  from  the  company: 
that  was  their  definition  of  gay.  I 
realized  that  as  long  as  manage¬ 
ment  can  hold  the  label  “faggot” 
over  me  as  a  way  of  isolating  me. 
I’m  limited  in  the  type  of  demands 
I  can  put  forth.  Therefore  the 
more  power  gay  men  have,  the 
more  power  I  have.  Only  when 
those  with  the  least  power  at  Savin 
—  the  women  —  began  to  get 
their  demands  met,  could  the 
other  workers  like  myself  get  what 
we  demanded. 

Neil:  Sandy,  outside  of  Savin,  is 
Wages  Due  Lesbians  working  with 
straight  women  and  gay  and 
straight  men? 

Sandy:  Yes,  we  are.  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  is  part  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Wages  For  Housework 


not  to  patronize  the  Patio  Cafe. 
The  union’s  view  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  as  an  area  for  organizing  has 
led  Patio  supporters  to  argue  that 
a  gay  employer  is  being  pitted 
against  a  straight  union.  The 
union-baiting  is  carried  to  its  ex¬ 
treme  in  Ray  Broshears’  tirades  in 
the  Crusader.  However,  one 
striker  explained,  “people  have  to 
realize  that  just  because  your  boss 
is  gay  doesn’t  mean  he’s  not  going 
to  screw  you.”  The  confrontation 
has  sometimes  been  ugly:  Picket- 
ers  are  often  taunted  by  some  gay 
men,  and  the  building’s  owner 
once  assaulted  a  striker. 

The  issue  is  posed  with  re¬ 
newed  urgency:  Whose  communi¬ 
ty  is  this?  Is  “gay  power”  the 
power  of  a  few  privileged  people, 
who  wring  all  they  can  get  out  of 
the  hides  of  the  rest  of  us?  We  are 
accepted  here  as  nowhere  else  — 
try  to  imagine  another  city  where 
a  Gay  Freedom  Day  Marching 
Band  receives  an  enthusiastic 
welcome  at  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day 
and  Chinese  New  Year  parades. 
Yet  the  desperate  desire  to  be 
“just  like  white  folks”  manifests 
itself  in  dozens  of  ways,  like  the 
militarism  so  popular  among  gay 
men.  “If  getting  a  gay  police  com¬ 
missioner  or  a  gay  rights  bill  is 
your  only  goal,”  contends 
Howard  Wallace,  “that’s  a  pretty 
sorry  program.”  The  scramble  for 
a  few  patronage  jobs  can  sap  the 
vitality  of  any  movement. 

TTiere  is  more  to  gay  life  than 
the  stereotype  of  the  “Castro 
clone”  —  close-cropped  hair,  trim 
moustache  and  macho  ambience 
—  whose  catatonic  stare  is  mir¬ 
rored  on  Advocate  sales  boxes  all 
over  town.  There  is  more  than  the 
narcissism  of  expensive  clothes 
and  even  more  expensive  muscles. 
Like  Harvey  Milk,  gay  men  and 
lesbians  have  been  in  the  forefront 
of  progressive  politics  in  San 
Francisco.  Rent  control,  high  rise 
limitation  and  possibly  a  police 
review  board  will  be  on  the 
November  ballot  —  due  partly  to 
the  efforts  of  those  David  Good- 
stein  once  called  “gay  spoilers.” 
We  are  not  about  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  self-indulgent  celebration 
of  ‘lifestyle.”  The  Me  Decade 
stops  here. 

“San  Francisco  finally  had  its 
Stonewall  —  ten  years  later,”  was 
one  assessment  of  the  near-riot 
thatoccuned  onCastro  Street  May 
12,  after  a  Special  Patrol  Officer 
arrested  a  gay  man  who  was 
posting  a  flier  on  a  telephone  pole 
(see  GC/V  Vol.  5,  No.  43).  Resent¬ 
ment  over  the  “business  vigilante 
squad”  and  sympathetic  treat¬ 
ment  of  Dan  White  on  trial  ex¬ 
ploded  into  a  tense  confrontation 
with  police  on  a  hot  Saturday 
afternoon.  As  momentous  as  this 
event  was,  however,  it  was  quickly 
overshadowed  by  the  riot  nine 
days  later.  The  inexcusable 
manslaughter  verdict  was  but  the 
final  straw  in  a  long  progression 
of  abuses  that  made  a  riot  all  but 
inevitable. 


Campaign.  We’re  organizing 
independently  as  lesbians  within 
the  campaign  to  make  sure  that 
the  particular  needs  of  lesbian 
women  are  met.  At  Savin  we 
worked  closely  with  the  Boston 
Wages  For  Housework  Com¬ 
mittee  who  spoke  publicly  for  the 
Savin  employees  and  with 
Payday,  an  organization  of  men 
working  against  all  unpaid  work 
and  with  the  Wages  For  House¬ 
work  Campaign. 

Neil:  From  past  contact  with 
the  Campaign,  the  thing  that  has 
always  impressed  me  the  most  is 
that,  as  with  the  fight  against 
Savin,  you’ve  found  a  way  to  win 
things  working  together  —  women 
and  men.  Black  and  white,  gay 
and  straight,  while  still  putting 
forward  the  particular  needs  of 
each  group.  Can  you  say,  in  a 
nutshell,  what’s  the  basis  for  all 
these  different  groups  of  people 
working  together? 

Sandy:  In  a  nutshell?  Sure  .  .  . 
We  all  need  the  money! 


_ 252  Boylston  St. 

If  you  are 


20  years 


Clipper  ^i)ip 

Antiques  ^ 
and  Gues/^' 

House  ^ 


The  guest  house  where 
the  friendly  and  inter¬ 
esting  people  vacation. 
Located  in  the  heart  of 
Ogunquit.  Walk  to 
beach,  restaurants,  and 
discos.  Open  all  year. 

Rte.  1  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
207-646-9735 


THE  CLARENDON 

EXTRAVAGANZA 

"The  1st  South  €nd  Moll"  FURNITURE 

ANTIQUES 
FUR  COATS 
USED  &  UNIQUE 
CLOTHING 
"GOOD  MUSIC” 
COLLECTIBLES 
GOLD  &  SILVER 
JEWELRY 

UIITCHCS'  D€N  TH€  COANCR  STOfIC  CRMCL  TRRDCR 

56  Clarendon  Street  266-7731 


The  FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER  now 
offers  three  women's  health  sessions:  Tues.  &  Thurs. . 
mornings  and  Tues.  evenings. 

Gynecology,  general  medicine,  and  short-term  coun¬ 
seling  are  available  at  these  times. 

Lesbian  practitioners  are  available;  and  women  workers 
are  sensitive  to  lesbian  health  issues. 

Call  for  an  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  9-5. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  (617)  267-7573 


WHY  SHOULD 
I  JOIN 
THE  PEACE  CORPS?! 


OPPORTUNITY. 

FOR  YOURSELF. 

AS  WELL  AS  OTHERS. 

•  Two  years  debt-free.  All  expenses  are  paid  for  you, 
including  housing,  medical,  dental,  subsistence,  and 
insurance  costs. 

•  A  bonus.  At  the  end  of  two  years  in  service,  you  will 
receive  $3,000  as  a  readjustment  allowance. 

•  Status.  When  you  finish  Peace  Corps  service,  you 
will  receive  one  year’s  preferred  status  for  federal  jobs. 
Many  professionals  began  their  international  careers 
with  similar  volunteer  assignments. 

Find  out  today  what  opportunities  await  you  in  the 
Peace  Corps.  Call  collect  or  write:  Peace  Corps, 
1405-M  John  McCormack  POCH,  Boston,  MA  02109. 

(617)  223-7366.  Ext.  4. 


GCN  needs  volunteers  on  Friday  nights  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  5  p.m.  on  22  Bromfield  Street. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


•Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted, 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5«  each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  can  have  a  fonwarding  box  for  $3 
for  6  weeks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6 
weeks.  This  section  is  for  both  individ¬ 
uals  and  couples,  not  organizations  or 
groups.  We  hope  men  and  women  will 
seek  friends  of  the  opposite  as  well  as 
the  same  sex.  Any  ad  that  is  clearly  a 
personal  rather  than  a  friendship  ad  will 
be  returned  for  proper  payment  at  the 
personal  rate.  _ 

From  S  shre  AreaGBF  33  seeks  friend¬ 
ships  with  other  gay  females,  race  unim- 

portant.  GCN  Bo>.  46. _ (^5) 

Are  there  any  lesbian  professional 
women  over  40  who  would  appreciate 
having  someone  with  whom  to  discuss 
mutual  concerns  and  also  general 
interest  issues  in  the  arts,  politics,  etc. 
GCN  Box  34. _ (46) 


ACTON-CONCORD  AREA 
GWM,  35,  good  looking,  wants  to  meet 
other  GWM's  in  this  area  for  friendship. 
I’m  elect  engineer;  ints  include  architec¬ 
ture,  gardening,  cooking,  hifi  systems, 
class  music  (esp  organ).  If  you  would  like 
to  get  to  know  me,  please  write  GCN  Box 
53.  Thanks! _ (47) 


CARING-FRIENDSHIPS 
With  gay-lesbain  women  and  men  who 
enjoy  being  close  and  having  honest  rela¬ 
tionships.  I’m  supportive  and  proud,  yet 
sometimes  insecure.  Open  to  learning, 
improving  myself  along  with  those  1  care 
for.  Feminist  conscience,  if  you  feel  the 
same,  please  write  Michael,  Box  1731,  Ft. 
Worth,  TX  76101. _ (47} 

Women  interested  in  discussing  a  politi¬ 
cal  parly  for  women,  call  Nancy  666-2298. 

m 


HELP  YOUR  FRIENDS  RELAX 
Serious,  accurate  healing  massage  is 
still  rare  even  among  gays.  Daily  mas¬ 
sage,  both  giving  and  receiving,  shouid 
be  part  of  everyone’s  life.  Group(s)  now 

4orvT««no  to  lo&rn  aod  reQuIarly. 

CalTPttU  leave  meg  If  out.  Otfter 

Teachers  welcome.  (No  $  involved).  (7,2) 


GAY  COUPLES  WANTED 
New  Haven  gay  couple  male  —  23,  29 
desire  friendship  with  Boston  gay 
couples,  age  unimportant,  but  Platonic 
relationship  is.  We  visit  Boston  several 
times  a  year  and  are  able  to  reciprocate. 
All  inquiries  answered.  GCN  Box  54.  (47) 


GF  recent  class-level  grad  seeks  M 
partner  for  weekly  sq  dances.  Also  look¬ 
ing  for  people  interested  in  skin  &  scuba 
diving.  Call  (603)  431-5147. _ (^) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
??????????????????????????????????? 
All  my  love.  Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO  UNO 


No  car. 


GWF  POTTERS/MAINE 
Quiet  responsible  GWF  potter  40s  wants 
to  spend  summer  in  Maine.  Need  info, 
about  studio  space  &  rms  to  rent.  Elec 
kiln  OK.  Wheel  not  necess.  Also  sk  GF 
potters/craftswomen  fmds  in  ME/M  A,  No 
heavy  drug/alcohol  users  or  married 
women.  CY495,  4(X)  Comm  Ave,  Bos 
02215. _ (^ 


Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  is  a  kiss  away  &  so 
are  you.  I  love  you. 

PTW. _ (45) 


LINDA  H. 

We  have  been  trying  to  reach  you  for 
months  with  no  luck.  Please  call  Ro  and 
Rose. 


GWF,  25,  lonely,  wants  to  share  life  with 
sensitive,  honest,  attr  GWF,  23-33,  in 
lasting  relationship.  Like  music,  sports, 
film,  good  times.  No  children,  please. 
Bos  area,  suburbs.  Send  phone.  GCN  Box 

56; _ (47) 

Kimberly, 

HAPPY  2nd  ANNIVERSARY 
I  LOVE  YOU! 

Neuma 


GWM,  30,  looking  for  GM  for  sex.  In¬ 
terested  in  everything.  Have  own  apt. 
Between  ages  of  21-35.  Please  call 
262-6632. _ (^ 


GWF  30  seeks  sincere  longterm  friend¬ 
ship/relationship  with  GWF  29-31.  Not 
into  gay  bars.  I’m  quiet  &  sensitive.  I  like 
listening  to  jazz,  spending  the  day  at  the 
beach  &  going  to  the  movies.  I  have  a  pro¬ 
fession,  my  hobby  is  photography  &  I  love 
to  travel.  Please  just  write  &  tell  me  about 
yourself.  Barbara,  Box  357,  Falmouth,  MA 
02541. _ _ ^ _ (49) 

GAY?  ‘MEET  NOW 
Meet  interesting,  intelligent  people 
Quick-Confidential-Legitimate 
Mass— NYC— Conn— NE— Nationwide 
Steve  (212)  232-5500  (45) 


GWM  49  spiritualist  chubby  6  ft  seeks 
honest  loving  nonviolent  gay  Christian 
brother  as  life  partner.  Write  fully  with 
photo  &  phone.  I  own  interest  in  apt  bldg. 
Not  rich,  only  cheaper  rent.  Robert,  Box 
5992,  KC,  MO  64111. _ (46) 

WM,  28,  seeks  black  man  18-30  in  the 
Boston  area  for  companionship  and 
hopefully  more.  Interested  in  a  sincere! 
friend/relationship.  I’m  5 '6",  137  lbs, 
have  blond  hair  and  blue 

eyes  and  am  a  goodlooking,  clean-cut 
nice  guy.  GCN  Box  43. _ (4Q 


Very  warm  &  affectionate  GWF  30,  into 
enjoying  life,  disco  dancing  &  creating  a 
super  “natural  high”  In  loving  relation-' 
ship  with  someone  who  loves  being  a 
woman!  I  really  love  to  love.  Please  re- 
spond  sensuously  to  GCN  Box  39  (48) 

WANTED  TO  BUY  —  10  SPEED 
Foreign-make  bicycle.  Call  Jil  426-4469. 

if  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  In 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 

02108. _ ■ 


SERVICES 


C  &  B  BUILDING 

Carpentry,  renovations,  repairs  &  paint¬ 
ing.  Interior  &  exterior.  Free  estimates,- 
Mark  445-6676;  Jim  524-2152. _ (^ 


Landscape  and  gardening,  experienced 
in  all  types  of  landscape  work.  Phone  Bob 
Toscano  (617)267-6188.  ^ _ (40)^ 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Sell  Associates 

536-2665.  (33) 


HEARING-IMPAIRED  GAY  ALCOHOLICS 
The  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Serv¬ 
ice  is  currently  seeking  new  clients  for 
the  Deaf  Alcoholic  Program:  Call 
426-5208  or  426-5229  or  write  H.A.T.S., 
Deaf  Program,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 


MASSv^AY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUMS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 

Ntwtoii  Conwr,  Man.  (off  Ika  Pika) 
(617)  965-1311  for  oppt. 


COUNSELING  —  NH  SEACOAST 
Individual,  couple,  group.  Feminist- 
oriented,  negotiable  fee.  Ann  O’Sullivan 
(603)431-5147. _ ^ _ (49) 


Insurance  Needs  &  Money  Management 
ROBERT  A.  MAIBOR 
Certified  Public  Accountant 

237-4900  &  963-3464  (30) 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Non-sexual  healing  massage 
by  gay  male.  Shiatsu  (acupressure) 
and  western  techniques. 

Call  Mick  (617)  522-9164. 


(46) 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 

Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart,  Les¬ 
bian  Feminist  Counselor;  first  session 
free.  247-2267. _ (^ 


NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 

Individual,  couple  and  family. 

Lyn  Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW 
By  app’t  only.  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 


FAST  AND  CHEAP  B/W  35MM 
Portrait  of  an  artist  or  yr  mother  or  yr 
nearest  for  yr  dearest.  Call  photographer 
Marge  Chaset  (617)  492-5306.  Also  non- 
traditional  weddings  or  contractual  ar¬ 
rangements^ _ (^ 


HOUSE  PAINTING  AND  ROOFING 
Experienced  painter  and  roofer 
Reasonable  rates,  free  estimates 

Call  Eisha  445-6676.  (49) 


HARD  WORKING  DEPENDABLE 
student  will  clean  your  house.  Refer¬ 
ences  available.  Call  Claudia  at  648-8029. 

m 


Nationwide  phone/box  #  gay  men  referral 
service.  Snd  $1  &  SASE  to  John  H,  433 
Douglass  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114orcall  John(415)826-8072.  (50) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Male  roommate  wanted  to  share  luxury  3 
bdrm  3  bath  tnhse  in  Waltham.  Car  a 
must,  seeking  profess,  person.  GCN  Box 
4a _  (46) 


3  men  seek  4th  for  spacious  &  sunny 
Somerville  apt.  Near  MBTA,  $87.50 -k  util. 
+  groceries.  Non-smoker,  please. 
776-6377,  eves.  Keep  trying. _ (vtO 


Special  Edition  —  Feminist  Introspec-' 
tions  —  fine  quality  artist  prints^ 
Brochure.  Send  SASE:  Polymnia,  P.O. 
Box  2612G,  So.  Portland,  ME  04106. 

 (49) 


31,  6',  175  lb,  blond  w/drk  beard  —  avrg 
looks  —  computer  professional  —  de¬ 
sires  initimate  life  in  very  small  group  of 
men  and  women  dedicated  to  group  —  lf^ 
aged  24  to  38  approx,  warm,  professional, 
bisexual,  single  or  group  write  to  GCN 
Box  40.  _ (^ 

GWM  27  seeks  roommate  to  find  and 
share  apt  on  Beacon  Hill.  Enjoys  a  good 
time.  Call  267-3513.  Ask  for  Jon.  (47) 

Do  you  know  anyone  who  enjoys  a  bad  time? 

WINTHROP  AVAIL  9-1 
M  27  sks  M  rmmte  4  2  bdrm  lux  v  Irg  bdrm 
yr  shr  200/mo.  24  hr  sec.  SW  pi  Sauna  tns 
crts  a-c  d-d  ww-c  only  serious  inquire. 
Ask  for  Alexander  846-6904.  (47) 

3  POLITICALLY  CORRECT 
dykes  seek  4th  for  our  matriarchal  home 
in  West  Somerville.  Near  MTA,  no  pets, 
no  cigarettes.  No  dancing  in  the  aisle.  No 
NUKES.  Call  Jil  at  426-4469  or  Korey  at 
547-2302  days.  _ (c) 

No  takers? _ 

5  LESBIANS  SEEK  6th  FOR 
large  Victorian  house  in  Arlington.  On  bus 
line.  Pleasant,  sunny,  with  yard. 

1 10 -Futil.  648-8029.  Keep  trying.  (46) 

Mature  responsible  GM  seeks  same  toi 
share  hse/apt  in  Medford.  Interests  inc 
nature,  philosophy.  Send  letter  describ¬ 
ing  yourself.  GCN  Box  55.  (^ 


NEW  RELEASE:  QUIET  THUNDER 
Izquierda  Ensemble’s  new  album  now 
available  $6.75  to:  RIverbear  Music,  Box 
14115,  Portland,  OR  97214.  Enjoy  4 
Oregon  women  making  acoustic  images 
with  voices,  guitar,  piano  &  flute.  (46) 


RESORTS 


INWOOD  MANOR 

A  hilltop  hideaway  nestled  in  a  private 
idyllic  setting!  Enjoy  that  special  friend 
in  a  cozy  relaxed  atmosphere.  Call  Pete 
or  Ron,  E.  Barnet,  VT,  (802)  633-4047.  (49) 

COME  TO  PROVINCETOWN 

Find  out  why  so  many  guys  visit  Pro- 
vincetown  at  this  time  of  year.  Carl’s 
Guest  House,  68  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA  487-1650  _ (cL 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs  —  Local  Rates  354-2184 


APARTMENTS 


Small  furnished  Beacon  Hill  2  br  apt  avail 
for  sublet  month  of  Aug  only.  Rent 
negotiable.  Call  Dave  or  Eric  367-1292.  (c) 


JOBS  WANTED 


INSTRUCTION 


Horticulture  student,  young  man,  seeks 
work  as  gardener  or  in  greenhouse. 
Experience  in  greenhouse  and  outside 
work.  Call  Steve  522-4509. 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE. 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 

f»r  raMR,  >Mr  friwiJt,  md  fawK*!. 

(617)  861  -8824  Uxington,  Mott. 


WANT  TO  BE  A  TRANSLATOR? 

6  credit  univ  course  in  adv  Eng/Span 
transi  by  transir  of  A.  Rich,  Neruda.  6  wks 
M-Th  8:30-12,  July  16-Aug  23.  Info  call 
Electra  (617)  864-4498  eves. 


ROOMMATES 


(TOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 
739  BoWslon  SL  (ST 7)  247.tS32 
Suite  407  Boston,  MA  02116 


GM  31  moving  2  Bos  earWJuly  Ikng  4 
rm/apt  central  loc  near  pub  trans.  Ronn 
6-9PM  (607)  898-3252.  _ (^ 

Summer  sublet,  GF,  to  share  sunny 

house  with  other  GF,  105+ ,  near  bus, 

tennis,  baseball,  bsKtball  courts.  N. 
Camb.,  non-smoker  pref.  Call  491-0758. 

(44) 


IFOR  SALE 


NEW  GAY  T-SHIRTS 

Just  arrived  for  the  Gay  Pride  Parade.' 
Women’s  Emporium,  53  River,  Camb. 
661  -2059  Tues-Sathrsll-6. _ (^ 


“SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS” 
T-shirts  w/graphic,  s/m/l/xl.  $6  ea.  Purple, 

black,  gold,  scarlet,  maroon  &  other  as¬ 
sorted  colors.  More  Info,  or  orders,  write 
to  Prairie  CALF,  802  W.  Illinois  #1, 
Urbana,  IL 61801. (^ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY 

Ad  reps  needed  to  work  immediately!  F.T. 
or  P.T.  during  your  own  hrs.  Meet  new 
people,  explore  new  places.  Great  for 
supplemental  income.  20%  commission. 
Will  train.  Looking  for  reps  to  work  NYC, 
Wash  DC,  Mid-west  ...  All  areas.  Ad 
agency  inquiries  encouraged!  Ca!l 
“Yama”.  Gay  Community  News  (617) 
426-7042.  Jc) 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 
Established  Boston  gay,  feminist 
greeting  card  company  seeks  additional 
partnerfs).  Creative  &  marketing  skills  a 
must.  Flexible  part-time  hrs.  Write;  P.O. 
Box  171S,  Boston  0210S. _ <47> 

NYC  business  opportunity.  Low  $  Carp/ 
Refinish/Design  Shop  seeks  couser. 
W’side,  Dntn.,  Beaut.  Loc,  for  Gay  self- 
starter.  Please  write  GCN  Box  51.  (49) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
pbone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a 
$5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


APARTMENTS 
JOBS  OFFERED 
JUST  FRIENDS 
MOVERS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
Headlines _ 


FOR  SALE 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 


PRISONERS 

RESORTS 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 


WANTED 


Collecting  articles  on  ethnicity  &  gays, 
i.e.,  black,  oriental,  Indian,  etc.  for  book. 
Both  M  &  F.  Outline  or  manuscript,  SASE,' 
to  Box  13420,  Phlla,  PA  19101. _ (46) 

Wanted;  Accu-Jack  unit.  State  price, 
condition  &  details.  K.  Menard,  267 
Norwood  Ave,  Warwick,  Rl  02888.  (48) 


SERVICES 


WANTED 


First  4  lines_ 


_at  $_ 
_at  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $_ 


_per  wk. 
_per  wk. 
_per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


ORGANIZATIONS 


NH  LAMBDA 
Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301.  332-4440, 
889-1416, 224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa- 
. tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 


Name 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 
Please  Print  Neatly 
_ City _ 


State 


Address 


Zip 


Phone 


Signature  _ 

Account  No.  _ 
Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


'Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston.i^^A  22090. 

(VII/23) 


JUNE  CLEARSPACE  EVENTS 
9  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshp  4-6pm 
9  ’50s  DANCE  for  WOMEN  $1  BYOB 
9pm 

9  Bike  Ride  &  Picnic  for  Men 
BeaverBrook  Res.,  Waltham  10am 

10  Nantaskef  Boat  Ride  $5  M&W  10am 

11  Coming  Out  Intro  7pm 

11  Batik  Workshop  8-10:15pm 
13  Fundraising  Meeting  7:30pm 
16  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshp  4.6pm 
18  Steering  Committee  Mtg.  7;30pm 
20  Men’s  Connections  7:30pm 

20  Fundraising  Mtg  7;30pm 

21  Forum-“Job  Descriminatlon 
against  Lesbians  &  Gay  Males  In 
the  workplace  and  Military  8pm 

23  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshop  4.6pm 

24  ROARING  20’s  BASH  at  DIRocco’s 
27  Women’s  Concerns  —  Business  7pn^ 

Guest  Speaker  8pm. 

30  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshp  4-6pm 
30  BBO  and  Beach  outing  for 
Women  and  Children  9am 
If  you  wish  to  call  or  visit  the  Center 
Staffers  will  be  on  duty  weeknights  ii 
June  from  8-11  except  Thursdays  Opei 
Monday  afternoons  Juno  4  4  18  from  1-4 

The  next  Staffers  Training  Program  wil 
begin  the  weekend  of  Juno  8.  ClearSpac* 
is  accepting  applications  for  this  work 
shop  up  until  June  6. 

CLEARSPACE  (617)  8764)215 
485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge.  MA  02139 


Gay  Community  News,  June  9,  1979 


•  Page  19 


Low-cost  typesetting,  graphic 
design,  and  lay-out  facilities  open 
to  non-profit  social  change  groups 
on  a  non-profit  basis.  Call  exposure 
/  Community  Access  Graphics,  (617) 
254-9648  or  write:  107  Brighton 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOUCS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  Info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518.  _ _ (7-10^ 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOCUS  ' 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for  lesbians. 
$8.00  per  year,  $1  .SC  per  individual  copy. 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
Publishes  fiction,  poetry,  reviews, 
essays,  graphics.  Editorial  meetings  first 
Monday  of  every  other  month  (Apr,  June, 
etc.)  at  8  p.m.  Call  2590063  for  info.  We 
need  writers  and  production  people.  A 
good  place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  maga¬ 
zine  together. 


Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
Jjcj 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


Is  the  Lesbian  Tide  coming  to  Boston?  It 
will  if  you  want  to  read  lesbian  per¬ 
spectives  on  the  march  on  Washington, 
disco,  butch/femme,  gay  rights,  mothers' 
custody,  dyke  music  and  morel  We  print 
all  the  news  that's  fit  to  print . . .  and  then 
some.  $7.5(Vyear  (plain  wrapper),  $1.50 
sample.  TIDE-K,  8706  Cadillac,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  900^. 


REFUSEI  END  DISCRIMINATION! 

“NO  MORE  LEMONS!" 

Car  buying  made  hassle-free  for  you,  the 
consumer.  Don't  be  ripped  off,  take 
charge.  Arm  yourself  with  this  book  at  the 
Outset,  before  you  even  begin  looking. 
Then  purchase  a  trouble-free  car  without 
defects  the  very  first  time  around.  An 
involved  and  caring  consumer  advocate 
shares  the  principles  that  put  you  on  top. 
A  totally  revolutionary  approach  for  new 
or  used  car  buyers.  Invest  in  yourself, 
send  $12  now  to  Cris  Wilson  Enterprises, 
Pept  25,  Box  42097,  Cleveland,  OH  44142. 
Allow  8  weeks.  (47) 


BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men. 

THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 
Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women. 

Guest  house  facilities. 


HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St.  338-8816 
Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

1254  Boylston  St.  247-0989 
Leather,  Men. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-9066 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Men.  Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 

PLAYLAND 

21  Essex  St.  338-7254 
Men  (Some  Women). 


'Quick  Gay  Guide 


BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  617) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  TIkva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge, 

MA  021 38  524-1890, 353-1821 

BU  Gays,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Herman  Union,  Boston  University. 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Chlltern  Mountain  Club  227-6167 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men. 

485  Mass.  Av.  Cambridge  876-0215 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Committee  tor  Gay  Youth,  GCN  Box 
10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Esplanade  661-6976 

Evangel  leal  s  Concerned  894-3970 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  776-6377 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

a«y  AiAnon  (alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston  471  -6884 

Gay  Business  Assn,  Suite  129, 

102  Charles  St.,  Boston  021 14  247-3431 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-FrI.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus), 

P.O.  Box  8841,  J.F.K.  Sta.,  Boston  02117 
73TremontSt.,  Rm.  224  742-4811 

8hy/Lesblan  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College, 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 
Gay  Nurses'  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  Parents  Custody  and  Visitation 
Center  353-3157  or  353-3169 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,  4th  floor,  Rm  179 

287-1900  (X2169) 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  do  GCN  Box  8000  426-9371 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,90.9FM)  353-2790 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advricates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

G(X>d  Gay  Poets  445-8550 

Harvard-Radcllffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-6967 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  Box  1165, 

Framingham  01701.  Nites&  429-6593 

weekends  964-3342 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project  492-2655 

Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers,  do  Women's  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge 
(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm)  354-8807 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor’s  Office  725-4009 

Masssachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186Vi  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

M  IT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  661-8898,661-6358 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 
02139  876-5310 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  do  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Kenmore  Sta.  Box  368  02115  277-3454 

Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days) 

426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Piace  267-9150 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Cambridge  491-6930 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 


Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
T ufts  Women's  Center  628-5(XX)  x793 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 
Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  •  547-2302 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201  447-7818 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 
Springfield  01101 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor.  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830  363-2286 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-6711 

Every  woman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Gay  People  in  Medicine, 

23  Dover  St.,  Worcester  756-9385 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women’s  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739^ 

Martha’s  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097' 

Montachusett  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420  537-5780 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead  927-2605 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 
Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970 

745-0556  (ext.  209) 
■Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Students  Assn.,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence  941-9013 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

44  Washington  St., 

Providence  02903  751-3322 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta., 

Providence  0291 2  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped).  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  224-7027 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Dave  883-4337 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective, 

Box  47,  Penacook 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785;  E.  Rochester  332-4440; 

Keene  399-4927;  Nashua  889-1416. 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT  656-4173 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington05401,M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  21  Eliot  St.,  Brattleboro  254-8176 

Women’s  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  8631236 


MAINE  (Area  Code  207) 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542, 

Portland  04112 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine.  Orono  04473 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford 
06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

Amity  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525  436-8945 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106 

527-3151 

Gay  Aicoholics  Anonymous,  information 
(Danbury,  Hartford,  New  Haven, 

Waterbury,  Westport,  etc.)  775-6015 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 

New  Haven  (evenings)  777-8979 

Gay  Alliance,  East.  Conn.,  37  Otrobando 
Ave.,  Norwich  06360  889-7530 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  (  =  Gay  Alliance 
at  Yale),  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New 
Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs 

06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown 
06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

6-11  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  8-11  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 
Box  U-1 1 8,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  522-2763, 747-5451 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta., 

Middletown  06457  347-9411 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101  232-5110 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525  562-1007 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301 ,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester 
06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

All  The  Queens  Women,  3623  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  3569204 

Ass’n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 
164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 110  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010  777-8358 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students’  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  BOx  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 


119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 
Dancing,  Men. 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  3t.  4267730 

Disco  Dancirg,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambriege  St. 

Food,  Mon. 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St.  4260086 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  People  In  Health  Care 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014  4961453 

Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  1001 1  9267720 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gay  Teacher’s  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI.,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/4961060 

Gay  Women’s  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Gayellow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 1 001 0  725-01 1 4 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee. 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 
34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

DIgnity/L.I.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

Gay  Helpline  (607)  797-3453 

(Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 
Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6875 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 
Farmingdale  (516)420-2292 

Gayphone,  8pm  till  midnight  (516)  665-7373 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  246-7943 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 
Glad  to  Be  Gay  Radio  Show  (WHRW,  90.5FM) 
Thurs.  6:30-7:30  p.m.) 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (607)  722-3629 

(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

New  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  of 
Long  Island,  P.O.  Box  1429,  W.  Babylon  11704 
NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Aloany  12201  (518)462-6138 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 
To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  listing 
the  Quick  Gay  Guide  send  info  to  Listings  Editor, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108.  


CALENDAR 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  Is  Tuesdoy  at  noon  for  the  following  Issue. 


fO  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  AM 
740)  Karla  Jay  &  Allen  Young  talk  about  The 
Qay  Report,  their  recently  pubished  work  In 
which  lesbians  and  gay  men  talk  about  their 
lives,  10am. 

Cembtidge,  MA  —  Clearspace  men’s  and 
women's  boat  ride  to  Nantasket.  Meet  at  Rose 
Wharf,  10am.  $5 

Botfon,  MA  —  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist 
Gay  and  Lesbians  will  hold  their  final  meeting 
of  the  season  in  the  Clarke  Room,  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Karl  Dan  Sorenson, 
leader.  7pm.  (Next  meeting  will  be  on  Sept.  9). 
Medford,  MA  —  Women's  Community  School 
summer  term  registration  begins  today. 
Classes  Include  Black  &  White  Photography, 
Body  Image  &  Movement,  Exploring  Our  Rac¬ 
ism,  Self-defense,  and  Car  Care  for  Women. 
Call  628-5000  ext.  793,  M-F,  10am-4pm. 

ii  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Batik 
workshop  (new  members  invited)  at  8pm,  485 
Mass  Ave  (4th  floor)  876-0215. 


i2  tues 


Mew  York,  NY.  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group;  'Does  Gay  Women’s  WSDG  Serve  the 
Needs  of  the  Lesbian  Community?'  Part  2. 
Woman  only.  8;30pm.  $2. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of  the 
Boston  chapter  of  NOW  will  meet  at  99 
Bishop  Allen  Drive,  Central  Square.  6:30pm. 
All  women  are  welcome.  For  Info  call: 
661-6015. 

Boston,  MA  —  (WBUR-FM,  90.3),  Tom  Wilkin¬ 
son,  candidate  tor  the  Episcopal  Ministry  in 
Alaska,  will  be  speaking  on  Gay  Way.  8:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  June  QCN  Collective  Meeting. 
Open  to  the  community.  6:30p.m.  22  Brom- 
fleM  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitis,  an  or¬ 
ganization  for  lesbians,  meets  on  the  FIRST. 
THIRD  and  FIFTH  THURSDAYS  of  each 
month.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Bring  refreshments  to  share. 
Call  661-3633  for  office  hours. 


iO  wed 


Providence,  Rl  —  MCC  Providence  Is  holding 
a  testimonial  dinner  for  Marge  Ragona,  pastor 
at  Matthewson  St.  Methodist  Church.  7:30pm. 
Tickets  are  $5.  Contact  Stephanie  Judd  for 
Info  and  tickets  (401)  272-3283. 

Weehinglon,  DC  —  Gay  Community  Center 
open  social  evening  for  people  with  handi¬ 
caps.  Call  (202)  232-7103  for  information. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllltls,  new 
discussion  group  forming  for  women  over  35, 
meeting  the  second  Wednesday  of  each 
month  at  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  8pm.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boeton,  MA  —  Mass  Caucus  for  Gay  Legis¬ 
lation  meets  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  at  73 
TremonLRoom^24jJ^£m^^^^^^ 


Washington,  DC  —  The  Gay  People's  Alliance 
of  George  Washington  U.  presents  Chasen 
Gaver  at  the  GPA  Coffeehouse,  Marvin 
Center,  Room  405,  800  21st  St  NW,  8pm. 


i4  thurs 


New  York,  NY  —  The  Gllnes  presents  A 
Festival  of  Gay  Plays  at  the  Spike  Bar,  120 
11th  Ave  (at  20th  St.).  Tonight:  Doric  Wilson's 
'A  Perfect  Relationship'.  9pm.  $4. 


i5U\ 


Middle,  GA  —  Southeastern  Lesbian  Writers, 
Printers  and  Publishers  are  holding  their 
Womanwrites  conference,  with  sessions  on 
story-telling,  poetry,  narrative,  aesthetics, 
iournalism  and  other  topics.  Contact:  Woman¬ 
writes,  do  ALFA,  Box  5502,  Atlanta,  GA  30307. 
Boston,  MA  —  Comite  Latino  de  Lesbianas  y 
homosexuales  de  Boston  se  reunlran  a  las 
7pm  en  Harriet  Tubman  House.  Para  mas 
informaclon  llamar  a  partir  del  dia  11  de  junlo 
a  Gay  Hotline  (426-9371)  de  7pm  a  9pm.  Habra 
actividades  culturales  y  diversion. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  Men's  Center  will 
offer  a  workshop  'Men,  Anger,  and  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment’  to  be  conducted  by  Barry 
Shapiro.  The  workshop  is  open  to  both  men 
and  women  and  will  be  held  at  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  11  Garden  St.,  from 
7pm-10:30pm.  Fee:  $5. 

New  York,  NY  —  CSLDC  fundraiser  at  Ware¬ 
house  Pier  51,  324  Amsterdam  Ave.  Prom 
night  ('Lollipops  and  Roses’)  $4  donation  at 
the  door.  All  are  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  The  Gllnes  presents  a 
Festival  of  Gay  Plays  at  the  Spike  Bar,  120 
11th  Ave.  Tonight:  Robert  Patrick’s  'The 
Haunted  Host’  at  9pm.  $4  admission. 


^6  sot 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right  (BLAGMAR)  present  "Tenth 
Birthday  Celebration  for  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,"  featuring  a  repeal  performance 
(by  popular  demand)  of  our  Feb.  '79  theater 
extravaganza,  the  all-women’s  jazz  group  It's 
About  Time,  and  other  lively  entertainment. 
This  Is  a  benefit  lor  BLAGMAR  and  the  Bos¬ 
ton  LesbIan/Gay  Pride  Committee.  Delicious 
refreshments.  Including  a  special  birthday 
cake,  available.  Signed  for  the  deaf,  childcare. 
At  the  Music  Theater,  160  Clarendon  St., 
Boston  (near  the  Hancock  Bldg).  7:30  -mid¬ 
night.  $1,  door.  Everybody's  invited  to  cele¬ 
brate  10  years  of  LesbIan/Gay  pride  with  us. 
New  York,  NY  —  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  and  the  National  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  are  holding 
a  fundraiser  at  Silhouette,  53  W.19th  St.  Often 
Annie  Band.  8pm.  $5  at  the  door. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  ClearSpace  Minds  and 
Bodies  workshop  from  4-6pm  at  the  Center, 
4o6  Mass  Ave.,  4th  floor.  Call  876-0215  for 
Information. 


White  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men's 
Association  will  sponsor  a  men's  dance  In 
honor  of  Gay  Liberation  at  The  Comeback  In 
Plermont.  9pm.  $2.50  admission.  Call  the  Gay 
Hotline  for  Info:  (914)  948-4922. 

Washington,  DC  —  Gay  Community  Center 
Adventuring  Club  day  hike  up  Old  Rag  Moun¬ 
tain,  Shenandoah  National  Park.  Meet  at 
Columbia  Island  Marina  Parking  Lot.  Info: 
Warren  797-8125. 

New  York,  NY  —  The  Gllnes  presents  A 
Festival  of  Gay  Plays  at  the  Spike  Bar,  120 
11th  Ave.  Tonight:  Doric  Wilson’s  ‘The  West 
Street  Gang.'  9pm.  $5. 

17  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Chlltern  Mt.  Club  Is  canoe¬ 
ing  down  the  North  River  for  a  picnic  by  the 
sea  in  Hanover.  For  details  call  Roy  Robertson 
weekdays  at  864-5770  ext  2577  or  evenings 
before  10  at  661-0996. 

Nashua,  NH  —  New  Hampshire  Lambda  Flea 
Market  at  Hollis  Flea  Market,  436  Silver  Lake 
Road,  Hollis,  NH.  7am-4pm.  Donate  articles 
for  this  event  by  calling  889-1416  In  Nashua  or 
622-3187  in  Manchester. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Lawyers  and  Law 
Students  monthly  party  at  7:30pm.  For  details 
call  Art  at  628-8532. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS, 
740AM)  Karla  Jay  and  Allen  Young  talk  about 
the  Gay  Report,  their  recently  published  work 
In  which  lesbians  and  gay  men  talk  about  the 
many  facets  of  their  lives.  10am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Men’s  Center  Is  or¬ 
ganizing  men's  groups  for  consciousness 
raising,  mutual  support,  a  re-evaluatlon  of 
what  It  means  to  be  a  male,  to  undo  sexist 
socialization  and  examine  roles  and  their 
effect.  Emerge,  25  Huntington  Ave.  No.  206 
(behind  Boston  Public  Lib.)  2pm.  For  more 
info  call  Eric  at  776-9660. 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  Gay  Community  Center 
Coffeehouse  at  the  Center,  326  Kater  St.  Call 
WA  2-1623  for  more  Information  about  the  ac¬ 
tivities  at  the  center  on  other  nights.  Cof¬ 
feehouse  from  9pm-1am. 

Washington,  DC  —  Gay  Community  Center, 
1469  Church  St.  NW.  Gay  Quakers  at  11am; 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays  at  6pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  CSLDC  Fundraiser  at  Hippo¬ 
potamus,  405  E.  62nd  St.  $10  donation  in¬ 
cludes  8  drink,  disco,  and  entertainment.  All 
are  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
presents  a  week  of  discussion,  entertainment 
and  dancing.  Tonight:  ‘Coming  Out:  The  first 
step  to  liberation'  with  GInny  Vida,  Gall  Simon 
and  Joyce  Hunter.  $2.  8pm  at  Women’s  Cen¬ 
ter,  243  W.  20th  St.  741-2610.  All  women  are 
welcome.  For  more  information  on  events  of 
the  week.  Call  691-5460. 

New  York,  NY  —  The  Gllnes  presents  a 
Festival  of  Gay  Plays  at  the  Spike  Bar,  120 
11th  Ave.  Tonight:  Richard  Hall's  'Prisoner  of 
Love'.  9pm.  $3. 


16  n\ot\ 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing  in  the  Peabody  Room  of  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  6;30-9pm.  All  are  wM- 
come. 

Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Qay  Alliance 
regular  meeting,  featuring  members  from  the 
Combahee  River  Collective.  17  Sutton  Ave.  at 
^m. 

New  York,  NY  —  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights,  In  recognition  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Week,  presents  ‘The  Stonewall  ItobeL 
Mon',  a  discussion  of  our  past,  our  present 
struggle,  and  what  it  means  for  our  future. 
Washington  Square  Methodist  Church,  lU  W. 
4th  7:3oom. 

19  tuos 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  ‘Emotional  Sado-masochism  In  Rela¬ 
tionships.'  Social  hour  and  refreshments. 
8:30pm.  All  women  are  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  Greater  Gotham  Business 
Council  presents  Jean  O’Leary  and  Bruce 
Voeller  at  the  Ice  Palace  57,  57  West  S7th  St. 
at  8pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Bishop  Robert  Clement 
leads  a  discussion  of  ‘God  and  Qay  Sex’  at  the 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348  W.  14th 
St.  8pm. 


20  wed 


Washington,  DC  —  Gay  People's  Alliance  of 
the  George  Washington  Is  devoting  this 
evening's  program  to  the  Oct.  14th  National 
March  on  Washington,  at  the  GPA  (^ffea- 
house,  Marvin  Center  Room  405,  800  21st  St. 
NW.  8pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Lesbian  and  Qay 
NEIGHBORS  of  Lower  Manhattan,  In  the 
Washington  Square  Methodist  Church,  133  W 
4th  St.  at  8pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  The  Lesbian  Mother  Custody 
Center  presents  the  rap  sessions  you've  been 
waiting  for.  Tonight:  Raising  male  children. 
7pm  at  1 10  E  23rd,  Room  502.  Call  777-8357  for 
more  info. 

Providence,  Rl  —  DIgnIty/ProvIdence  will  hold 
its  June  Liturgy,  bu^ness  meeting  and  social 
at  7:30pm.  McAuley  House,  163  Niagara  St. 
Call  (401)  521-5669  for  more  info.  All  are 
invited  to  attend. 

24  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Sherll  Sherwood  and  the 
New  Harmony  Sisterhood  Band  will  be  per¬ 
forming  from  7-1 1pm  at  the  Old  CambrIdM 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  In  a  benem 
for:  Families  and  Friends  of  Prisoners,  Boston 
Ball  Funds,  and  the  Coalition  to  Stop  Institu¬ 
tional  Violence.  Tickets  are  $3.50  at  the  door 
or  $3  in  advance  at  the  Red  Bookstore.  134 
River  St.,  Cambridge.  


[j  New 
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